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Nestled amongst undulating tree-covered hills and farmland, on the banks of  the Loddon River, sits 
the small, scattered community of  Guildford. The Midland Highway passes through this former 

gold-mining town, as does the Castlemaine Maryborough railway evident by the large bridge under 
which the Highway passes upon entering Guildford from the North.

The Midland Highway (now Templeton Street) continues through an avenue of  mature deciduous 
trees   ‘an Avenue of  Honour’ to mark the terrible losses in the First World War.

Crossing the heavily treed Loddon River, and passing a massive Cottonwood tree and six impressive 
Plain trees, the centre of  Guildford is marked by an expansive crossroad. On the left corner is the solid 
brick Guildford Family Hotel and on the right, the former Commercial Hotel, now the General Store. 
Both buildings sport well-frequented verandahs and each is on the National Trust Register, as are 
several other buildings in the village. The southern corners are marked by the distinctly ‘fifties’ Public 
Hall (built by the Guildford community), and the John Powell Reserve. Templeton Street rises and 
curves around the oval before turning again and passing over the hill and out of  sight.

If  one turns right into Fryers Street at the crossroads, they will find ‘the Big Tree’ (the largest River 
Red Gum in Victoria), a playground, tennis courts, and a place to picnic.
Turn left and one passes the original Music Hall before overlooking farmland towards the River, and 
on to Vaughan Springs (for a swim on a hot day).

Guildford has a rich 
history and heritage 
in terms of  the 
traditional owners, 
the Jaara people (Dja 
Dja Wurrung), and 
the Gold Rush era 
of  the 1850s with 
its Swiss Italian and 
Chinese populations. 
With three churches 
and many other 
sites and relics, the 
village is a little 
gem that is largely 
undiscovered by 
outsiders.

Guildford’s 
population is only 
250, or thereabouts, 
yet it is an active one with over twenty community, arts and sporting clubs and societies. Fielding a 
cricket team, Guildford also houses its own Country Fire Authority Brigade. 

In this Plan it seeks to acknowledge and set out the things that it values and aspires to over the 
ensuring decades.
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Our Vision

The Guildford Community has a vision. It aspires to:

•	 Preserve	and	enhance	its	present	bucolic	character	and	peaceful	ambience.

•	 Enhance	its	liveability,	including:

  Communications networks for 
  home and other businesses,  
  professionals, education and 
  entertainment;

  Facilities for the health and  
  wellbeing of  its 
  inhabitants;

  Traffic management; and

  The natural environment, 
  including for cycling, walking 
  and shade.

•	 Preserve	and	enhance	its	natural	environment	and	native	flora	and	fauna,	which	are	often	present	
 in the village.

•	 Recognise	and	preserve	its	historic	and	cultural	sites	and	buildings.	

•	 Build	upon	its	natural	assets	from	the	Lodden	River	to	our	ancient	volcanic	plateau,	tree-lined	
 avenues and open spaces, and other significant vegetation and fauna, recognising that much of  
 this must be undertaken today for the benefit of  our successors, our visitors, and us. 

The Community recognises 
that if  it adheres to these 
objectives (and not allow 
Guildford to expand outside 
the settled area it now 
occupies) that it will become 
the most congenial place to 
reside and where travellers 
stop for the very atmosphere 
and feel of  Guildford.
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Shane at the Guildford CFA (aka Pockets the Clown)



Our Ten Strategies

Towards these aims, we ‘Guildforians’ 
have identified the following Ten 

Strategies to make Guildford a still more 
liveable place:

1. Landscaping and Tree-planting. 
Guildford features many special, old and 
significant trees on public and private 
land, around the village and along the 
river. Trees are highly valued by the 
community and they bring fauna. 
	 •	An	expert	audit	of 	the	significant	
  deciduous and native trees in the village is to  
  be undertaken in order to cast further light on their heritage and natural significance, and a Master 
  Plan formulated for the purpose of  guiding a significant and ongoing tree-planting program. 
 •		 It	is	envisaged	that
  the community will 
  undertake the planting 
  and maintenance of  the 
  trees to ensure their good 
  health; that Landcare 
  would help with the 
  provision and/or planting 
  of  native trees, and it is 
  expected that Connecting 
  Country could be a source 
  of  expert advice as may 
  be Castlemaine Botanic 
  Gardens.

	 •	It	is	envisaged	that	the	main	road	avenues	of 	trees	be	extended	through	the	whole	village.
	 •	The	Master	Plan	would	also	examine	such	concepts	as	themed	plantings,	and	the	planting	of 	
  community fruit trees (especially in 
  the vicinity of  the tennis courts), and 
  residents would be encouraged to 
  grow fruit trees and gardens 
  (including plants that might limit 
  Guildford’s exposure to the risk of  
  bushfire).
	 •	Beautification	of 	the	village	centre	
  is needed, possibly in conjunction with 
  a traffic management plan (for 
  example, a planted roundabout) and a 
  plan should be drawn up for 
  community consultation. 
	 •	That	a	community	vegetable	garden	be	established	that	would	not	only	promote	fellowship	
  amongst us residents, but also address issues of  food security (as would the fruit trees).
	 •	The	responsible	Water	Authority’s	consent	and	assistance	should	be	sought	to	repair	and	enhance	
  the Loddon River and its banks for walking and other activities, such as bird watching (bearing in
   mind the need to protect special habitats, such as that of  the platypus). 

Looking East. Havelock & Templeton St (now gone)

The Post Office, C.1890

The Post Office,  2014
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2. The Public Hall is in urgent need of  a new kitchen in order to facilitate increased use. With a 
proper commercial kitchen not only would it become attractive as, for example, a wedding venue, but it 
would also be possible and desirable to have a regular Community Lunch to enhance social connections 
in the village.
It is also recognised that the architecture of  the Public Hall, particularly its façade, is and will 
increasingly become of  historic, cultural and architectural significance and that it must be preserved, 
not modified or painted. 

3. Broadband Internet. 
A concerted effort is to be made to our politicians and service providers to advocate for fibre optic 
broadband connection. The cable runs through our town and is connected to the school. It is 
recognised that the NBN tower is not adequate for the town’s present and future needs, and should be 
replaced upon the introduction of  fibre to the homes. 

4. Traffic Management. 
The issues that are of  main concern are the frequency of  use by large trucks using the quarries and the 
associated noise, speed, danger and road damage. Consequently, the following should occur:
	 •	The	size	of 	trucks	using	the	Kemps	Bridge	Road	and	Fryers	Street	should	be	limited;
	 •	The	Council	permit	issued	in	that	respect	investigated;
	 •	The	speed	limit	reduced	in	Templeton	Street;
	 •	The	possible	building	of 	a	roundabout	at	the	crossroad	investigated;	and
	 •	A	pedestrian	crossing,	
	 •	A	handrail	installed	on	the	footpath	on	the	Lodden	River	Bridge.
These matters should all be addressed with VicRoads, the Mount Alexander Shire Council, Bendigo 
Sands, and the local politicians. 
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5. Public and Alternative Transport. 
In order to facilitate more sustainable and accessible public transport, the community should 
demonstrate the need for and lobby for an extension of  the Castlemaine Campbell’s Creek bus route to 
Guildford, and the separation of  bicycles from motorised vehicles on the Midland Highway between 
Campbell’s Creek and Guildford.

6. Activity and Interest Trails.
Trails could be established to enable the better appreciation (and protection) of  our built and natural 
environment, to provide sites for exercise and tourism, including:
	 •	The	development	of 	heritage,	flora	and	fauna/bird-watching	trails.
	 •	The	development	of 	trails	for	walking,	cycling	and	horse	riding.
	 •	Free	pamphlets	or	QR	Reader	spots	on	heritage	and	tree-viewing	walks.	
	 •	Advocate	for	walking	trails	that	link	to	the	trails	within	the	Castlemaine	Diggings	National	
    Heritage Park, and to Vaughan Springs.
	 •	Install	a	sign	acknowledging	the	Jaara	as	the	traditional	owners	at	Big	Tree	Park.

7. Tourism. 
Guildfordians are proud of  their heritage and wish to showcase it more widely with the travelling 
public at large, while at the same time keeping it low key. A heritage and environmentally sustainable 
approach to increasing tourism would increase this sense of  pride, as well as making Guildford 
businesses more sustainable, so that they can better service residents. The annual Guildford Banjo 
Jamboree is a very successful example, as well as enriching our local music culture, and should be 
encouraged. 
It is considered that the objectives of  this Plan balance the amenity of  the village with the want for 
tourism.
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8. A Men’s Shed and/or Bocce Court have been often mooted as popular suggestions, and their 
viability and establishment are investigated.

9. Rail Revival. 
Guildford should join the Rail Revival Campaign with a view to reopening the rail line through 
Guildford, with a push to be made for the railway corridor to accommodate a bicycle/walking/horse 
trail. 

10. On-going Community Interaction and Planning. 
We have a wealth of  social and sporting groups whose activities can be included in a calendar of  
events available in various mediums on- and off-line for all to see. Those clubs and societies, as well as 
local businesses, must be encouraged to report their calendars and news to the Guildford Globe or its 
online replacement.
	 •	The	online	site	should	be	readily	available	to	non-subscribers	so	that	it	is	a	benefit	to	tourism.	
	 •	The	Mount	Alexander	Shire	is	to	be	asked	to	appoint	an	Events	Coordinator.
	 •	A	Suggestion	Box	and	online	blog	should	be	made	available	for	people	to	input	their	ideas	and	
concerns, to expand and refine these aspirations, and to encourage participation and input into the 
Guildford Progress Association, who always welcome new members and assistance.

Guildford Railway Station (Now Gone)
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country, and together we acknowledge their living culture and their unique place in 

the ancient history and life today of  this Region.



Appendix One: 
How the Guildford Aspiration Plan came about.

The Mount Alexander Shire Council received State Government funding to develop Community 
Action Plans within the Shire. Guildford was one of  nine communities nominated to develop a 

community action plan.  

After an initial community study, a community survey was conducted to gauge local residents’ ideas 
and aspirations for the future of  Guildford. The survey was conducted with targeted community 
groups within Guildford and was also mailed to local residents.  

In April 2013, the first meeting of  interested residents was held. This group planned and held 
a Guildford Orientation day in Big Tree Park in late May. The aim of  the day was to inform 
Guildfordians of  the Community Planning process, as well as being a convivial social occasion.

In early June a community workshop was held to kick off  the Guildford Community planning process 
and it was at this workshop that the Guildford Community Forum was formed.  Since then the group, 
open to all residents, has met monthly (sometimes fortnightly) to progress the Plan.

From the responses received in the initial community survey and the feedback from the workshops, 
the Forum started to formulate a list of  ideas and possible actions that might form the basis of  the 
Plan. It sought further feedback from the Guildford community as to whether there was support 
for the proposed actions. A survey was sent to every home seeking feedback and three community 
feedback sessions were held. A draft plan was released in December 2013 and further comment sought. 
Over forty responses were received, including a substantial submission from the Guildford Progress 
Association, (an incorporated association that has actively served the community for over sixty-five 
years).

The forum carefully considered and discussed the feedback. They looked to edit and combine the ideas 
and to eventually formulate this Aspirations Plan. The Plan was published in the Guildford Globe on-
line on 4 May 2014. On 2 June 2014 the Guildford Progress Association endorsed the Aspirations Plan 
and on 3 June, there being no other submissions the Guildford Community Forum formally resolved 
to adopt the Aspirations Plan as set out above. The Forum is confident the community will embrace 
the Aspirations Plan and that the future efforts of  the Forum and the wider Guildford community, the 
Guildford Progress Association, and the Council will bring our joint Aspirations to fruition. 

The Guildford Community Forum intends to continue to meet informally to work on identified needs 
and aspirations, and to contribute to their realisation. 

7Guildford General Store, 2014



Appendix 2: 
Guildford Community Groups  
Friends of  Big Tree and Big Tree Park 

Guildford Arts Group

Guildford Amateur Bocce Association 

Guildford Banjo Jamboree Committee

Guildford Cemetery Trust

Guildford Community Forum

Guildford Country Fire Authority

Guildford Cricket Club

Guildford Folk Club

Guildford Globe

Guildford History Collection

Guildford Players

Guildford Primary School

Guildford Progress Association

Guildford Public Hall Committee

Guildford Regional Produce Market

Guildford Saddle Club

Guildford Tennis Club

Guildford/Upper Loddon Landcare Group

Interested in Gardening?

John Powell Reserve Committee

Social Knitworks

Contacts & Information
Bill Sampson  info@billsampson.net
   P: 0412 401 339
Bob	Forde	 	 bobandjudy@ozemail.com.au
   P: 5473 4225
Tex & Fi Chant texandfi@bigtreetshirts.com.au
   P: 5473 4098
Michel & Linda michelmarold@hotmail.com
Marold   P: 5473 4362

Acknowledgements:
Photography:	courtesy	of 	The	Norman	Mein	Estate,	Mick	Vovers	&	Rajeev	(aka	Ian	Oshlock)
Native bird images provided by Geoff  Park of  Natural Decisions P/L

Chris Walters, Community Planner and her team from the Shire for their time and input
and those of  the people of  Guildford who generously gave of  their time, their views, and their energy 
to draw together this their Aspirations Plan.

Castlemaine Copy Centre for design and printing of  this document.

8



Black shouldered kite

Some of  the native birds common to Guildford

Galah

Long billed corellas

Red browed firetails Sacred kingfisher

Eastern yellow robin

Laughing kookaburra

Fairy wren



Ethel Mein and the ‘Big Tree’  c1930’?


