
Fact sheet – 2015/2016 Annual Plan highlights 

Mount Alexander Shire Council has completed a number of actions in the 2015/2016 Annual 
Plan to deliver on its vision for Mount Alexander Shire.  

The plan is structured on achieving key priorities in the Council Plan 2013-2017 under four main 
goals. Highlights of the year include: 

A vibrant and healthy community 
CULTURAL HERITAGE:  Adoption of an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island Action Plan 

for Reconciliation reflecting Council’s commitment to involve 
and recognise traditional owners, the Dja Dja Wurrung.  

COMMUNITY: More than $153,000 awarded to community groups to support 
local events, environmental, health and social projects as part 
of the Strengthening Our Community Grants Program. Eight 
Quick Response Youth Grants were allocated. 

HERITAGE: The Mount Alexander Shire Heritage Awards recognised the 
work of businesses, organisations and individuals in preserving 
and maintaining heritage throughout the Shire. 

Better community facilities 
POOLS:  Council completed a strategy for developing an indoor leisure 

centre with a 25 metre pool at the Castlemaine Pool site. 
Council is working on a plan to develop concept designs and 
secure funding to develop the aquatic facility.  

KINDERGARTENS: Major renovations at Castlemaine Kindergarten in Berkeley 
Street transformed the facility to improve privacy, access and 
usage to support children’s learning and development. 

NETBALL: The design for new netball courts at Wesley Hill Recreation 
Reserve are complete as part of Stage 1 of the masterplan. 

The Federal Government made an election promise of $1.9 
million towards Stage 2. Council has made funding 
submissions to the Victorian Government.  

New lights at Newstead Recreation Reserve support netball 
and tennis training all year round. 

FOOTBALL: Completed safety works and installed new lighting at Camp 
Reserve to comply with AFL night match standards and enable 
night games to be played at the reserve.  
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Better community facilities (cont.) 
BRIDGES:  Constructed a replacement bridge on School Road in Barfold.  

Finalised designs for bridges at Nuggetty Road in Maldon, 
Strathlea Road in Strathlea, Metcalfe–Taradale Road in 
Taradale and the Vaughan Tarilta bridge. 

ROADS:  Rehabilitated 2.2 kilometres of road along Bendigo Sutton 
Grange Road, resealed 14 kilometres of sealed roads and re-
sheeted 29 kilometres of unsealed roads throughout the shire. 

SAFETY WORKS:  Constructed pedestrian crossings on Kennedy Street, 
Castlemaine in front of the railway station to improve 
pedestrian access and safety, and completed improvement 
works at the Reef Street intersection in Maldon. 

A thriving local economy 
TOURISM:  Contributed to the development of the Bendigo Region 

Destination Management Plan, launched at the Castlemaine 
Woollen Mills precinct, to deliver a targeted approach to 
developing the region’s strengths to maximise employment, 
growth and investment. 

TOURISM: Partnered with Bendigo Tourism to host the Great Victorian 
Bike Ride bringing 3,500 riders to the shire. 

GROWTH:  Completed the structure planning process for the Diamond 
Gully growth area in Castlemaine to address the demand for 
housing with adequate services and fire protection measures. 

Building sustainable communities 
SUSTAINABILITY:  Upgraded the shire’s street lights with brighter and more 

energy efficient Light Emitting Diodes (LEDs) as part of the 
Lighting the Regions partnership project. 

LAND MANAGEMENT:  Finalised the Environmental Management Plan for Honeycomb 
Reserve (landfill buffer land) at Campbells Creek and started 
implementation with Landcare groups to protect and preserve 
the natural, cultural and recreational values of the reserve. 

WASTE:  Developed a Waste Futures strategy outlining options for 
Council's future waste management, with a focus on innovative 
waste management solutions. 

 
 
 

 
 


