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Submission on Action on Climate Change

Letter from 125 concerned businesses operating in the Mt Alexander Shire Council requesting
urgent action and leadership on climate change

Dear Mayor and Councillors,

With the kind assistance of colleagues, I have prepared the attached letter as our submission to
the Mt Alexander Shire regarding council action on climate change.

The letter has been signed by 125 businesses operating in the Mt Alexander Shire.

Summary of letter:

There is irrefutable evidence that climate change poses a serious threat to future business
prosperity and viability and proactive responses are necessary and urgent. Therefore, 125
signatories support the community request f o r M t Alexander Shire Council to:

• declare a climate emergency

• take a leadership role

• develop a community plan to address the Shire's response

I respectfully ask that you give serious and due consideration to the views in the attached letter
signed by so many concerned business operators.

Your Sincerely,

Alex Sanson
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To the Councillors of Mount Alexander Shire, 

We, the undersigned business owners, write to ask you to take a leadership role in 
climate action and support the community request to declare a state of Climate 
Emergency. 

We ask this because the scientific evidence for climate change is now irrefutable . 

Declaring a climate emergency acknowledges the truth about the crisis facing us, 
and powerfully signals to the whole community that proactive responses are 
absolutely necessary and urgent. 

Climate change poses a major threat to the economic security of our community. 
Businesses face specific challenges from extreme weather events such as heat 
waves and fires. Additionally, our businesses will not be able to thrive in a 
community that is not robust and well supported. 

As a consequence, we call on you to lead us in a public acknowledgment of this 
emergency, and the development of a community plan to address our shire's 
response. 

Yours sincerely, 

The names and signatures of the 125 businesses that signed this letter have been 
removed from this public version for privacy reasons.

I 
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Action on Climate Change 
 
(Submission to Mount Alexander Shire Council regarding the proposal that Council declare a 
climate emergency) 
 
Russell Jarvis (Phd Candidate Arizona State University) (rjjarvis@asu.edu, 0444576307). 
 
Introduction 
 
Mount Alexander Shire Council has taken action on climate change since 2000 (1). This has resulted in 
many positive and effective actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions within the Shire. In particular, 
Council’s plan to procure 100% renewable electricity from 2021, Council’s strong track record on 
installing rooftop solar on Council-owned properties, and its plan to capture fugitive emissions from our 
local landfill site, have been/will be effective in reducing greenhouse gas emissions (1). However, there 
is more that Council can/needs to do to enable our community to do its utmost to stave off dangerous 
climate change. Declaring a climate emergency is a useful first step in this process. 
 
What would declaring a climate change emergency mean to the community? 
 
In many ways educated and informed individuals the township of Castlemaine, and Mt Alexander 
communities have taken leadership roles in addressing the existential threat of climate change. I 
believe it is appropriate for local council movement to address climate change proceeds federal action, 
as local activity may be the necessary catalyst to trigger a realistic approach from the federal 
government.  If Council declared a climate change emergency, it would signal to our community that 
addressing climate change is a priority for all of us as individuals and as a community. In this way, it 
would build an understanding within the community about why Council’s goals, actions and financial 
decisions for the foreseeable future will need to prioritize urgently reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
whilst also aiming to draw down greenhouse gases from the atmosphere.  
 
In particular, by recognizing climate change as an emergency, this allows Council - and the community - 
to review our priorities, goals and actions, both as individuals and as a community. I note that in 
Council’s annual report for 2018-2019, only $1.85 out of every hundred dollars was spent on health and 
environment (2). This was the lowest amount spent on any service area. In contrast, $32.27 out of every 
hundred dollars was spent on roads, footpaths and drainage (2).  
 
Given that climate change is threatening our quality and security of life through increased frequency of 
bushfires, droughts, heatwaves, crop failures and property damage, now is the time to be spending 
money on reducing greenhouse gas emissions, maximising renewable energy generation and 
undertaking re-afforestation in our Shire. All of these activities are needed to secure the climate for the 
future.  
 
In contrast, now is not the time to be spending the bulk of our community’s income on roads, footpaths 
and drainage. We can make do with what we’ve got (unless there is an immediate threat to safety and 
this threat cannot be mitigated by reducing speed limits). Similarly, if we evaluate Council’s spending 
from the perspective that we are facing a climate emergency, then we can see that much of Council’s 
spending in other service areas, such as recreation, might be non-urgent. 
 

mailto:rjjarvis@asu.edu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Think_globally,_act_locally


So, after declaring a climate emergency, I anticipate that Council’s focus will shift towards goals such 
as: 
 
• Reduce greenhouse gas emissions from transport. 
• Reduce greenhouse gas emissions from Council/commercial/household electricity usage. 
• Increase Council/commercial/household renewable electricity generation through rooftop solar. 
• Encourage development of large-scale solar and/or wind farms in Mount Alexander Shire. 
• Encourage property owners to preserve native vegetation on their land by reducing Council rates for 

owners who can demonstrate that there has been no loss of vegetation on their land from year 
to year (including assessment by satellite imagery).  

• Encourage property owners to increase native vegetation on their land by reducing rates for owners 
who can demonstrate that they have undertaken revegetation activities from year to year 
(including assessment by satellite imagery).  

• Make Mount Alexander Shire a location of choice for carbon-offsetting projects. This could be 
achieved by permanently waiving rates for land owners who place a nature covenant (e.g. 
through Trust for Nature) on their land by 2025. After 2025, property owners who place new 
nature covenants on their land could be offered a 20% reduction in rates. 

 
What do community members think Council could be doing within its operations to reduce 
emissions and adapt to climate change? 
 
For each of the goals listed above, there are many things that Council could do within its operations to 
achieve them. For example, to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from transport, Council could: 
• Make central Castlemaine CBD car-free, and/or  
• Suspend funding of Castlemaine CBD road maintenance and move funding into building real bicycle 

infrastructure, such as Copenhagen style bike lanes, or any bicycle lanes 
• Invite lithium battery electric scooter companies to operate in Castlemaine without penalties 
 
• Invite tesla to implant electric car charging stations without penalties  
• Have an electronic LED sign with real time approximate updates in Castlemaines CO2 emissions. 
• Transition Council’s vehicle fleet to electric vehicles, and/or 
• Improve walkability by creating continuous shade cover over footpaths and bike paths (e.g. through 

increased street trees and vine-covered shade structures). 
 
Note: although many people worry that reducing street lighting will increase crime rates or accidents, 
there is no evidence to suggest that this is the case. A study by Rebecca Steinbach et al, published in 
the Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health in 2015, used a controlled interrupted time series 
analysis to study the effects of reduced street lighting on road accidents and crime in England and 
Wales (3). The study concluded that  
 
 “[W]hen risks are carefully considered, local authorities can safely reduce street lighting  
  saving both costs and energy … without necessarily impacting negatively upon road 
traffic  collisions and crime.” (4) 
 
Turning off street lighting is logistically easy and would immediately reduce Council’s greenhouse gas 
emissions. What are we waiting for? Let’s give the climate a Christmas present and get it done this year! 
 
To reduce Council’s corporate greenhouse gas emissions, I support MACET’s call for Council to commit 



to a target of 100 per cent renewable energy for Council operations by 2025. 
 
 
What should the community be doing to reduce emissions and adapt to climate change? 
 
I support MACET’s call for Council to commit to a target of net zero carbon emissions for the 
community by 2030. 
 
How can council work with the community and other groups to address climate change? 
 
Lime Scooters, and Razor scooters are both providers of electric scooters, inviting these 
companies 
 
Extend the castlemaine library buying the Cohoots co-working space, and use it as a free 
remote working office space, much in addition Castlemaine library. This would discorouge long 
distance commutes to the city and encourage people to work remotely. It would also boost local 
business. 
 
The Castlemaine library already has a seed bank, this seed bank should be receive counsel 
subsidiary, to empower it to purchase seeds of species that are superirior at carbon storage (for 
instance, common oak, and some sea grasses). 
 
There are many community groups in Mount Alexander Shire that are taking effective action on climate 
change. In particular, I encourage Council to continue to work with More Australian Solar Homes 
(MASH) to achieve increased uptake of solar panels, batteries and electric vehicles in Mount Alexander. 
As someone who purchased a 5.23kWh solar system through MASH in April 2019, I cannot speak highly 
enough of their work in facilitating the uptake of these renewable energy technologies in our 
community.  
In addition,  
 
References: 
1 Background to Climate Change Forum 
2 Mount Alexander Shire Council Annual Report 2018-2019 
3 https://jech.bmj.com/content/69/11/1118 
4 https://www.darksky.org/light-pollution/lighting-crime-and-safety/ 
5 “Platypus survey conducted’, Castlemaine Mail, November 22 2019, page 5.  
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Supporting the tiny house sector in Australia 

Australian Tiny House Association Inc. 
Registration Number: A0101783L 

w   australiantinyhouseassociation.org.au 

e    admin@australiantinyhouseassociation.org.au 

4 December 2019 

Mount Alexander Shire Council 

Civic Centre 

Cnr Lyttleton and Lloyd Sts 
Castlemaine VIC 3450 

Re: Action on Climate Change Submission 

Dear Councillors 

I am writing a submission as Company Secretary of the Australian Tiny House Association and Chair of 

Tiny Non-profit. I am also a volunteer with the Castlemaine Housing Service working on a tiny homes 
project. 

Tiny homes are an innovative housing model well suited to address climate change. 

Designer Eco Homes, one of the major tiny house builders in the Australian market, have created a 

good summary of the benefits of tiny homes as they pertain to climate change: 

https://designerecotinyhomes.com.au/climate-change-and-tiny-homes/ 

- Energy Efficiency

- Insulation

- Renewable Power
- Use Less Water

- Live Sustainably

Some more articles to support this position: 

Living in Tiny Homes is Good for The Planet, Study Says 

Tiny Homes Are Very Eco-Friendly, New Research Confirms 

Downsizing for climate change: The tiny homes movement is growing in size 

A recent survey by the Australian Tiny House Association has shown that of those surveyed and 
interested in tiny homes for community reasons, 82% not currently living in a tiny house, would like to 
one day live in a tiny house.  

I would like to suggest that council allow for long term living in tiny homes on wheels, where tiny homes 
can be placed in various locations, including in back yards where there is an existing house, as a 
proactive response to climate change (as well as addressing the affordable housing issue at the same 
time).  

Many thanks for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Jan Stewart 

https://australiantinyhouseassociation.org.au/
https://www.tiny.org.au/
https://chirp.org.au/services/tiny-homes-project/
https://chirp.org.au/services/tiny-homes-project/
https://designerecotinyhomes.com.au/climate-change-and-tiny-homes/
https://www.sciencetimes.com/articles/21458/20190516/living-in-tiny-homes-is-good-for-the-planet-study-says.htm
https://www.ecowatch.com/tiny-house-eco-friendly-2639728847.html
http://bright-green.org/2019/10/22/downsizing-for-climate-change-the-tiny-homes-movement-is-growing-in-size/
Tiny%20Houses%20ATHA%20Survey%20Report.pdf
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AUSTRALIAN TINY HOUSE ASSOCIATION (ATHA) SURVEY REPORT 

TINY HOUSES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By: Dr Heather Shearer on behalf of the Australian Tiny house Association (ATHA) 

Contact: h.shearer@griffith.edu.au  

  

mailto:h.shearer@griffith.edu.au
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Executive Summary  
Interest in tiny houses in Australia is very strong, although relatively few people actually live in them. 

This is likely due to persistent issues around legalisation, as councils are inconsistent and often very 

inflexible whether they permit tiny houses, particularly tiny houses on wheels. This is highlighted that 

only 19% of people had sought council approval for their tiny houses.  

Tiny houses are found all over Australia but mostly in Victoria, Queensland and NSW. This may reflect 

the origin of the Australian movement in Victoria, as well as more active social media tiny house 

groups. Mostly older people were interested in tiny houses, but the ages of those actually living in tiny 

houses were more evenly spread. Women over 55 remained a strong interest group.  

Most tiny houses cost upwards of $40,000, and while most paid cash, a small proportion had obtained 

finance (mostly personal loans) to build them. They were constructed either by builders, by the tiny 

house dweller or a combination of both. Most were off-grid to some extent, and also were built out 

of recycled or environmentally friendly material.  

Virtually all tiny house dwellers said that the experience of living in a tiny house was positive and met 

their expectations. The written comments stressed the importance of community, lifestyle, 

environment and downsizing, and that living in a tiny house freed people from debt and chores. A 

large proportion of respondents wished to live in some sort of community or tiny house village, often 

on a property with a number of tiny houses in a multi-generational arrangement. Affordability was 

also important, although many of the would-be tiny house dwellers felt that they could not get into a 

tiny house until council regulations were clarified.  

Overall, tiny houses appear to provide promise to increase urban density without major impact on 

neighbourhood character; allow those who cannot afford a house to have their own home; and to 

improve environmental sustainability. Most councils are behind the times and should be more 

proactive in permitting tiny houses in their jurisdictions, possibly with some sort of permit and fee 

arrangement.  
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Overview 
A total of 640 people completed the survey. 436 (68.1%) were community Interest (not currently living 

in cities); 156 (24.4%) lived in tiny houses; 14 (2.2%) owned a tiny house and rented it out; and 34 

(5.3%) were tiny house builders (but did not live in one).  

Of community interest (i.e. not tiny house builders, dwellers etc), the majority (82.1%) wished one day 

to live in a tiny house and 15.42% wanted to be a tiny house builder (note, respondents could tick 

more than one in this question). Lesser numbers had interest in tiny houses, were from a community 

or government organisation or had an interest in sustainable housing.  

Demographics 
Overall, the majority of respondents not living in tiny houses (community interest) were aged over 41 

(272 or 65.54%); but of those who lived in tiny houses, ages were evenly distributed between 15-40; 

41-50; and 51-69 (See Fig. 1)  

 
 

Fig. 1: Age of respondents interested in tiny houses (l) vs respondents actually living in tiny houses (r) 

Over ¾ of respondents were female (76.63% or 318 people). This may reflect a greater interest in tiny 

houses for women, but it may also reflect that more women than men tend to fill in surveys. Tiny 

house dwellers were mostly couples (64), female only (33) or male (16). A very small proportion (2) 

identified as non-binary. Approximately 20% had children, one with 4+ but no others with more than 

21.  

Type and Location of tiny house 
The majority of tiny house were on wheels (77.86%), with the rest on foundations (17.14%) or 

converted caravans (5%).  

Those with community interest in tiny houses (not living in a tiny house) mostly lived in Victoria, 

Queensland and NSW (in that order), followed by SA, WA, TAS, NT and ACT. Those living in tiny houses 

showed the same distribution as community interest, with very few in NT (1) and none in the ACT.   

The majority (59%) of tiny houses were located in rural areas (see Table 1), with 24% in backyards, 7% 

on vacant residential blocks, and the remainder (11%) in cluster living arrangements. There was no 

relationship between type of tiny house and location, age, gender, placement or State, although there 

were no converted caravans in Victoria or WA (but the number of these overall was very small).  

There was a significant relationship between State and location of the tiny house, with no tiny houses 

on vacant residential blocks in Qld, NSW or NT (despite the high proportion of tiny house in Qld and 

NSW). This may reflect different planning provisions between the States (parking a tiny house on a 

vacant lot in some councils in Queensland is illegal).  

  

 
1 Note, I know of one tiny house dweller with 3 children.  
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Table 1: Location of tiny house 

Location of tiny house N % 
On a domestic block in a residential suburb, no other dwelling on the property 8 6.56% 
In a back yard of an existing home 29 23.77% 
Cluster living, many tiny homes or dwellings on the one property 13 10.66% 
Rural property 72 59.02% 

 

Most had not sought council approval for their tiny houses (81.15%). Of those, there was no particular 

difference in type of tiny house (bearing in mind that the majority were THOW). There was no 

relationship with age and council approval, although nobody under 25 had sought council approval 

(of note, there were very few respondents in that category). Interestingly, only 3 of the tiny house on 

foundation had sought council approval, and 12 of the THOW had sought council approval.  

Cost of Tiny houses  
Despite anecdotes (mostly on social media) that a person can build a tiny house for under $20k, most 

cost more than $26,000, and two cost over $126,000.  

Whilst the majority (86%) had paid for their tiny houses themselves, contrary to social media 

anecdotes, a few had financed their tiny houses (mostly as personal loans from banks) and one with 

a rent to buy agreement. Over a quarter (27%) of tiny houses were insured, with a range of insurers 

including RACQ, RACV, NRMA, CIL, APIA and Elders.  

  

Fig 2. Cost and type of tiny house 

Tiny house Construction 
People sourced their trailers from a variety of sources, predominantly new with a compliance plate 

43%), constructed from a caravan manufacturer (20%) and new without a compliance plate (12%). 

Somewhat disturbingly, over a quarter sourced theirs second-hand, and of those,8% did not have a 

compliance plate.  

Most tiny houses were off grid on solar (47%), another 29% had a mix of solar and mains power and 

21% were on mains power. The location of the tiny house had no relationship with the source of 

power. There were similar proportions for water; with slightly more on tank water only (54%). Another 
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80% used LPG, predominantly for hot water and cooking, and for BBQs and heating. Commercial 

composting toilets were commonest (57%) with the remainder homemade (21%), septic tank (13%) 

and 9% had no toilet (presumably they used the toilet in another building?). 

Weight of tiny houses was evenly distributed between ‘have not weighed it’, to under 3.5 tonnes and 

3.6 to 4.5 tonnes. The commonest length by far was 7–8m (35%), then 8-9m (16%) and 6-7m (14%). 

18% were larger than 9m and 17% under 6m. Most were built from a hybrid of recycled, 

environmentally friendly and conventional building material, then recycled or environmentally 

friendly materials where possible and available. Only four were built entirely from 

recycled/sustainable materials.  

Despite the common complaints on social media about loft beds, the majority had a loft bedroom (see 

Fig. 3). This is likely a result of the common tiny house on wheels configuration, that has limited width 

to ensure the dwelling is road legal.  

 

Fig. 3: Type of bed in tiny house 

Building the tiny house 
32 respondents said they were also tiny house builders, differentiated as per Table 2 (below). Others 

included ‘owner builders’, ‘own a tiny house company, employ a registered builder’ and ‘building 

designer’. Four respondents said they were architects and/or designers.  

Type Number Percentage 

Registered Builder 13 24.53% 

Registered Caravan manufacturer 1 1.89% 

Carpenter and/or a DIY handyperson 29 54.72% 

Other (please specify) 13 24.53% 

Table 2. Type of tiny house Builder  

Most (29 or 55%) had been building tiny houses from 12 months to 5 years. Five (9%) had been building 

them for longer than 5 years, and the remainder for less than 12 months. The majority (74%) had built 

less than 5 tiny houses and then 13% between 6 and 10. A few had built more than 10, with 3 people 

stating that they had built more than 40 tiny houses. Two thirds did not manufacture their own trailers, 

one quarter did, and the remainder did not build tiny houses on wheels.  
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Most tried to use recycled or environmentally sustainable material to some degree, and a small 

number (15%) did not use recycled material at all. 74% were not accredited for an electrical certificate, 

and 70% for a plumbing certificate. The vast majority (96%) did not build under a caravan licence.  

Why live in a tiny house? 
The main drivers given for choosing to live in a tiny house were largely because the respondents were 

‘passionate about a smaller footprint or living tiny’ (84 respondents, 70%); for financial reasons to live 

independently, but if had a choice, they would live in a conventional house (22 respondents, or 

18.33%); for an income booster to rent out or additional space for guests (24 respondents or 20%) and 

temporarily to get into the housing market (7 respondents or 5.83%).  

 

Fig. 4: Word Cloud of qualitative answers (further comments etc.).  

Of the qualitative answers (Fig. 4), the commonest phrase was of course, variants of ‘tiny house’; but 

there were a few obvious themes. These could be differentiated into seven major categories; design, 

council regulations, community, affordability, lifestyle, environment and minimalism.   

Design 
Many respondents spoke of the importance of design, particularly to be responsive and flexible, yet 

not to have to be moved around all the time.  

Make sure there is flexibility in the design to be able to personalise it to your needs. (One size 

/style does not suit all) 

Interestingly, one respondent mentioned that you can design the tiny house exactly to your needs and 

you don’t have to worry about resale value as in a traditional house, and similar comments were: 
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Design it with your now and future needs. If this is to be your forever home, then make sure you 

can physically live in it forever 

Design for the way you love not a perception of how society expects you to live 

Council Regulations  
Although design had more comments, these were quite diverse, and included aspects of building 

design. The issue of council regulations on the other hand, had long and detailed comments, mostly 

around the difficulties that people have had with local councils and their complicated and often 

confusing regulations. Many people said that they wanted councils to be more proactive with tiny 

houses, for example:  

I wish the council's in Australia were more progressive, open-minded and understanding of the 

need for some people to want to live in a tiny house, a less traditional and more alternative 

housing option. Not everyone can afford to buy a traditional house nor would that style of 

housing appeal to all. 

Many reported having problems with councils and often inconsistent and illogical rulings about tiny 

houses:  

We really wanted to live legally full time in our tiny house however are not able to right now due 

to council regulations- we find it amazing that family members can live in a 'caravan', however 

we cannot legally do it ourselves without having another 'primary dwelling' on the property 

This is in keeping with the information that most people have not sought council approval for their 

tiny houses:  

Neighbors cannot see it, so will not complain, therefore Council will never know. If I asked 

Council, they would say NO 

This respondent summed up the issues very well:  

The biggest challenge for THOW dwellers/future dwellers is the local Council rules which vary 

widely. There should be no reason why a tiny house cannot sit on a piece of land as the only 

dwelling as long as it meets certain safety codes. Why should it be necessary to have a primary 

non-THOW dwelling in the land? It's absurd! The non-THOW dwelling could be falling down 

while the THOW dwelling could be in pristine condition and completely safe. Living in a THOW 

should not in any way depend on another "permanent" dwelling being on the land. If it's about 

collecting Council taxes, then tax the THOW owner as most would be happy to pay to live on 

their land in their own home. 

Environment and Community 
The themes of environment, community, lifestyle and minimalism have been combined as there were 

many overlaps. Wishing to live in some sort of community was a strong there, with several 

respondents wanting to live in a tiny house community or village with like-minded people, generally 

with an environmental focus.  

We are a young couple looking to build our ideal home. Fulfilling our sustainable values, ideally 

in a like-minded community. We aren't doing this because of financial reasons but rather in 

search of a meaningful lifestyle. 

The concept of community included eco villages and the like, but also suggestions for 

multigenerational clusters of dwellings on the same property, and often located, not in rural areas, 

but in the inner-city suburbs where people could access employment, services etc. Older people did 
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not want to move to a retirement village, but to multigenerational communities, often with other 

family.  

With regard to the environment, many spoke of how they saw tiny houses as a more sustainable 

option than the standard detached house (or high rise). They spoke of how tiny houses could improve 

urban density without impinging on neighbourhood character, for example:  

Very interested in tiny houses integrated into current urban environments. Density without loss 

of connection, community and amenity. Specifically, multi-generational living in shared 

environments. Supported aging in place.  Protecting suburbs / local character. 

Lifestyle and minimalism/downsizing were also evident, and people also spoke of the simpler lifestyle 

living in a tiny house, and how quick it was to clean, heat and cool. People also said they had more 

time to concentrate on important things in life, rather than paying mortgages and looking after less 

stuff.  

Interested in the concept of tiny houses in terms of affordable accommodation and minimalist 

lifestyle. Would consider living in one if legislation was created to minimize risk involved with 

location of such dwellings 

Affordability 
Finally, affordability was extremely important, and respondents often mentioned that tiny houses 

were their only option to have a home of their own.  

It would be nice to have like a community setting where one can either buy or rent a piece of 

land.  Buy your tiny house and put it there.  I know of a few people who simply cannot afford to 

buy properties for whatever reason.  This option will make it VERY possible to own a house they 

can call home 

People frequently spoke of the interaction between the affordability of tiny houses and the 

(unaffordable) cost of land which precluded them from going into a tiny house.  

The only obstacle, but it's a huge one, is finding a small affordable parcel of land in a location 

that still allows me to make a living.  If I could solve that problem I would be a tiny house owner 

within 90 days. 

Those who could not afford land, and who wished to be closer to the city (for health, work or other 

reasons), felt that the lack of clarity in council regulations was the biggest drawback. 

I would like to see Tiny houses legalised as a viable affordable housing option so that it is legal 

to put them in backyards without being a family member. 

Finally, many older respondents, particularly women over 50, mentioned that tiny houses were an 

affordable option to live in their own home, perhaps with a small garden, and to allow pets.  

Woman over 50 who find themselves without a partner and low superannuation/savings are 

very interested in Tiny house living. Affordable option. 

 



 

 

5 December 2019 

 

Mount Alexander Shire Council 
info@mountalexander.vic.gov.au 

 

 

Dear Councillors, 
 

RE: Action on Climate Change 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment in relation to the Council’s Climate Change Forum and 
provide the Council with an overview of the work underway at Bendigo and Adelaide Bank (the Bank) 
in relation to climate change.  

We would firstly like to commend the Council on the significant initiatives undertaken to date with 
regards to addressing climate change in the Mount Alexander community.  

As an organisation with a strong community focus, Bendigo and Adelaide Bank believes our success 
comes from partnering with communities we operate in right across the country, listening to those 
communities, understanding what they’re trying to achieve and in turn considering what role we can 
play.  

The Bank recognises and is responding to increasing community concerns about climate change and 
the impact and responsibility businesses have on the environment they operate in.  We also know our 
partners and customers consider natural capital as an important priority for our society.  To this end, 
we have recently established a dedicated Climate Change team and are evolving our approach to 
managing climate-related risks.  This work involves considering the adoption of the framework issued 
by the Financial Stability Board Taskforce on Climate-related Financial Disclosures. A significant 
volume of work is underway and as we continue to further develop our approach to managing climate-
related risks, we will publicly disclose in more detail the Bank’s plan to manage climate risks and 
opportunities into the future. We anticipate this disclosure will commence during calendar year 2020. 

It's important to note that in 2010, Bendigo and Adelaide Bank established a Statement of 
Commitment to the Environment, through which our Executive team pledged to:  

• Actively identify opportunities to reduce the Bank’s environmental footprint 
• Assist our staff, customers, partners, shareholders and communities to identify opportunities 

to reduce their environmental footprints 
• Consider the environment in all relevant business decisions 
• Commit to measure and report progress in acting to achieve these goals 
• Work together to make a difference  

In line with this commitment, the Bank has and will continue to support long term strategies that aim to 
reduce our environmental footprint. We provide full disclosure of our carbon emissions (and reduced 



 

 

our CO2 emissions by 11.4% for the year ended 30 June 2018) and where relevant, consider the 
social and environmental outcomes of the business decisions we make.  We also develop and 
participate in initiatives that offset our environmental impact, educating and encouraging others to do 
the same. 

We recognise we have an obligation to the environment. But it’s more than that. We work towards 
creating a sustainable difference because we recognise the impact climate change is having on the 
world. 

Some examples of relevant initiatives the Bank pursues include: 
• Our contribution to the Greenfleet Program this year which resulted in 18,329 trees planted 

across Australia, improving water quality, reducing soil degradation and providing essential 
habitat for native wildlife. 

• We do not lend to projects in the coal and coal seam gas sectors.  
• The Bank aims to reduce its use of natural resources where possible in our offices and 

throughout our branch network. We do this through initiatives that reduce waste, save energy, 
water and paper, and improve energy efficiency. 

• Seventy percent of the power the Group purchases is matched against renewable sources. 
An additional 41 Community Bank branches across Australia also purchase power which is 
matched against renewable energy sources. 

• Follow Me Printing is a print reduction initiative that allows staff to select documents to print 
from a networked printer, reducing unclaimed, misprinted or lost documents. A combination of 
the full rollout of this initiative and other paper saving initiatives has resulted in a 2.75 percent 
reduction in paper use from last year. The Bank also has a continuing commitment to 
purchase 100 percent carbon neutral paper for all sites. 

• The Bank relaunched Switch to Save this year, a program that forms part of the Victorian 
Government’s energy saving scheme to encourage Victorian households and businesses to 
exchange their power-thirsty halogen down lights with energy efficient LED lights free. In the 
past year, about 55,000 lights were installed at 2,680 houses and businesses, saving 47,200 
tonnes of carbon emissions or the equivalent to removing 10,000 cars off the road for a year. 

• Many of our Community Bank partners participate in various environmental improvement 
initiatives through the distribution of profits generated through the Community Bank model.  
For example, contributing to solar panel installations on schools and the establishment of a 
mini-hydro system in Warburton. 

• In addition, the Bank donated more than $65,000 to fund environmental programs at selected 
local Victorian primary schools. 

More information about a range of other sustainability initiatives the Bank participates in can be found 
on our website www.bendigoadelaide.com.au under the heading In the Community > Sustainable 
Communities. 

In closing, we would again like to thank you for inviting the Bank to participate in the Council’s Climate 
Change Forum.  We trust our outline reflects the importance the Bank places on developing a climate 
change strategy and roadmap of actions, for the benefit of all the stakeholders in our business, and 
ultimately our environment.  We also look forward to learning from the Council about its consultations 
and discussions, what the community could be doing and what the Bank could be doing as a 
participant in the community.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Galen Munari      Dina Corolis 
Branch Manager     Senior Manager, Climate Risk 

http://www.bendigoadelaide.com.au/


Thanks for the opportunity to make a written response. Unfortunately I am not able to attend the 
forum next week. 
 
As an environmental scientist and resident and rate payer of Mount Alexander, I applaud MASC’s 
recent actions and addressing the climate crisis and urge it to join many other local, state and 
national governments internationally in declaring a climate emergency and taking strong action to 
help our community rapidly decarbonise. I support MASCs intent to set corporate emissions 
reduction goals and to develop a strategy to move to zero net emissions (ZNE). Whilst recognising 
the challenges this would present under current national policy settings, I support MASC setting a 
shire-wide ZNE target of zero net emissions by 2030. Alternatively, I would also support a strong 
target by 2030 (e.g. 60-80% net emissions reduction), with a ZNE target by 2040 or 2050.  
 
In order to achieve thir corporate and shore-wide ZNE targets, I urge MASC to: 
• Strongly communicate to the community the urgent need for action in response to the climate 

emergency.  
• Aggressively advocate for state and federal governments to provide the policy framework, 

investment and leadership needed to rapidly decarbonise and adapt to climate change. 
• Develop a comprehensive road map/action plan detailing the actions to be taken and the 

resources required to deliver these actions. This should be clearly communicated to the 
community and state and federal policy makers who can then be engaged in committing to 
working with MASC to achieve ZNE. 

• Provide a strong focus on energy efficiency, purchase or renewable energy and reduced 
resource consumption. 

• Promote energy and resource efficiency in all future housing and commercial building in the 
shire through planning processes and building approvals, as well as promoting the benefits of 
these to those building or renovating in the shire. 

• Develop community-based /social enterprise programs to assist residents and businesses in the 
area reduce energy consumption and install insulation, solar PV and water heating. 

• Offer rates discounts to lower income households and landlords that retrofit households to 
reduce emissions. 

• Promote the development of domestic and large-scale renewable energy projects based on 
solar, wind and bioenergy, and consider identifying and securing land for renewable energy 
projects. 

• Promote ‘carbon farming’ through regenerative agriculture and setting targets for revegetation, 
soil carbon projects and sustainable stocking rates across the shire. I ask council to provide rates 
discounts to landowners committed to land carbon projects. 

• Adopt a target of sending no unstablised putrescible waste to landfill by 2030 by: promoting 
food waste reduction and home composting; providing a regular kerbside food and garden 
organics collection service, and ensuring any residual putrescible waste goes to either a landfill 
with very high levels of landfill gas capture with energy recovery or a facility that extracts high 
resource value resources from residuals. I urge council to avoid using waste facilities incinerating 
mixed waste containing fossil carbon plastics and other synthetics. I urge council to not exclude 
emissions from landfills outside the shire used to dispose waste from council services from 
councils GHG accounting. Doing so may result in waste being sent to landfills with inferior gas 
recovery systems rather than facilities achieving high levels of gas and energy recovery or 
stabilising and recovering resources from waste.  

• Investigate opportunities to harness the expertise and wealth of retired and other residents to 
support local programs to reduce emissions. This could include facilitating initiatives that: 
promote voluntary support to programs or investing in local enterprises such as installation of 
insulation, solar units and energy efficient lighting and appliances; investing in local renewable 
energy programs; investing in land carbon projects. 



• Develop community safe zones and community support networks for extreme weather events 
and fire emergencies. This could include creation of cooled community areas and the fostering 
of networks where vulnerable members of the community are looked out for by their 
neighbours and other members of the community 

 
 
Thank you 
 
 
Bill Grant B.Agr.Sc. M.Env.Sc 
8 Munro Court 
Castlemaine VIC 3450 
email: bill.grant@blueenvironment.com.au  
 
 

mailto:christine.wardle@blueenvironment.com.au


 
 
 
Submission to Mount Alexander Shire Council 
Climate Change Forum 
 
 
Business Mount Alexander (BMA) accepts the clear and unambiguous evidence of 
man-made climate change and endorses the view of experts that it is essential that 
we work together to find ways to reduce our impact on the environment and 
specifically reduce carbon emissions.  
 
BMA recognises that environmental sustainability is increasingly important to both 
consumers and business operators and encourages Council to consider how it can 
support businesses seeking to minimise their environmental footprint. 
 
Many businesses, individuals and community organisations in the shire have 
demonstrated environmental leadership at a regional, state and national level and 
the shire has a unique opportunity to build on these excellent foundations. 
 
Business Mount Alexander:  
 

• supports Council’s open-minded approach to informing its future action on 
climate change. 

 
• seeks Council’s support for local businesses including producers and trades 

to build on their own climate change adaptation programs and actions. 
 

• encourages Council to continue and build on the work it is doing within its 
operations, to reduce emissions and adapt to climate change. 

 
• encourages Council to work with the Loddon Mallee Waste and Resource 

Recovery Group and its member Councils to improve local recycling and 
investigate more ways to turn waste into a resource. 
 

• encourages Council to investigate opportunities for the community to access 
to low cost renewable energy. 
 

• encourages Council to maintain and improve our roads and footpaths to 
enable more people to walk and cycle instead of relying on motorised 
transport for local trips. 

 
In our submission, the act of declaring a climate change emergency sends a strong 
and unambiguous message to our community as well as state and federal 
governments that action must be taken now. 
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MOUNT ALEXANDER SHIRE CLIMATE CHANGE FORUM 
SUBMISSION 

CASTLEMAINE LANDCARE GROUP 
 

 
SUMMARY 
 
Responding to climate change can be done in 3 key ways 
 

A. Reduce the creation of emissions  
B. Capture and store the emissions created 
C. Adapt to the consequences of the emissions created 

 
All three are part of what Council is doing and needs to continue doing more of - and more quickly. 
 
Landcare work is a major way of capturing and storing the emissions created, but to support our work, 
we require community action to reduce the creation of emissions.  We can help with equitable 
adaptation, too, but this all takes time, and the latest science says we are at risk of not having enough of 
that. 
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Our submission is predicated on the understanding that Landcare’s role in limiting the impacts of 
climate change is also balanced by the efforts of the Council and community to reduce the need for that 
work by limiting the creation of emissions.  
 
According to the most recent risk analysis of tipping points by scientists like Australia’s Will Steffen, 
(November 2019)  “we are in a state of planetary emergency: both the risk and urgency of the situation 
are acute” 1 . 
 
• What do community members think Council could be doing within its operations to reduce emissions 
and adapt to climate change?  
 
What is meant by Council operations? 
Your Climate Change Action Plan 2016-20202 (CCAP) defines Council operations as including 

 those things that Council has control over, can influence significantly, or can advocate for.(p.5) 
 
Your key strategic tasks within CCAP include the need to 

Ensure policies and regulations under Council’s jurisdiction, including local planning and 
development regulations, incorporate climate change considerations and are consistent with State 
and Commonwealth Government climate response approaches 
 
Facilitate building resilience and adaptive capacity in the local community, including through 
providing information about relevant climate change risks 
 
Work in partnership with the community, locally-based and relevant NGOs, business and other key 
stakeholders to manage the risks and impacts associated with climate change 
 
Contribute appropriate resources to prepare, prevent, respond and recover from detrimental climatic 
impacts (p. 19) 

 
and the CCAP recognises that 

(w)ith so many offset projects available, Council can choose projects that offer social and ecological 
co-benefits, and provide for carbon neutrality to be achieved in an affordable way (p.15) 
 

Our submission focuses on those aspects of your operations in addressing the questions you have asked. 
 
Landcare’s perspective 
Landcare’s  major day-to-day focus is on biodiversity but its role in planting is well recognized as a major 
contributor to sequestration and various co-benefits such as protection from heat. The more we can 
plant, preserve vegetation and improve soil, the more we can help offset the emissions coming from our 
residential, industrial and commercial activities.  
 
In addition, we focus on water since that is the most basic requirement for survival of both natural and 
human environments. Our major focus along Forest Creek has led us to consider the impacts of urban 
developments upon our waterways and the effects of hard surfaces within our urban environment. 
 
We see the 3 key ways to think about what Council could be doing within its operations as clearly 
identifying the aspect of sequestration: 
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A. Reduce the creation of emissions  
B. Capture and store (sequester) the emissions created 
C. Adapt to the consequences of the emissions created 

 
Climate change is affecting the survival of plants, animals and insects through factors such as heat, 
increases in evapotranspiration, lack of water and reductions of soil biota.  
 
The well-reported disappearance of insects, attributed in part to climate change, is reducing pollination 
and depriving other species of food and functions that support the biodiverse universe.   
 
Landcarers have been noticing the rapidity of changes requiring new approaches. But will those new 
approaches work in time to retain a healthy ecosystem?  Plants that once defined the Box Ironbark 
forests are struggling and retreating. A sense of “are we too late?” seems to be descending over 
discerning naturalists.  
 
We can keep working, but feel that our efforts need to be met with far more stringent requirements for 
emissions reduction within the planning system to manage the immediate transitions required.  
 
What Council could be doing 
We applaud the initiatives that MASC has already undertaken and is planning to undertake and the 
partnerships within which you are working, but additionally would like to see Council 
• Recognise the urgency required for an immediate step-up in action 
• Ensure that in the review of your planning system3, consideration of climate change and the CCAP 

be a key feature of analysis of all Clauses and in particular, of response to Ethos Urban 
recommendations such as  
(04) Update the MSS based on the current local strategies, in particular the Council Plan. 
(29) Prepare a local planning policy on ‘Environmental Sustainability’ to address energy, waste, and 
water efficiency issues 

• Consider introducing an appropriate version of the Wood Encouragement Policy developed by 
Latrobe City to reduce the carbon emission of buildings  

• Develop a method of adding a statement of climate change impact to all planning and building 
applications that come before Council, possibly based on The National Carbon Offset Standards for 
buildings and precincts 

• Increase the proportion of permeable surfaces , including on roads and footpaths, to reduce the 
urban heat island and improve the return of moisture to the soil 

• Value our soils and support regenerative soil initiatives for carbon sequestration and food 
production 

• Advocate for Commonwealth and State climate change responses that do not hold back your efforts 
• Run or support seminars for developers, builders, plumbers and electricians to ensure best climate 

protection practice 
• Receive reports on number of trees permitted to be removed together with a calculation of impact 

upon your measure of carbon emissions 
• Increase landcare funding for sequestration that includes a compensation factor for trees lost 

elsewhere in the municipality 
• Ensure places of refugia for sheltering wildlife where there is shade, water and no night light 

pollution 
• Create further opportunities for the safe planting of trees 
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• Resource the examination of the economics vs the environmentals of the Ethos Urban 
recommendations relating to location of our retail activities to balance the need for travel  with the 
need to keep a thriving economy in our centres. 

 
This list is not exhaustive and most likely falls into the approach that UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres has defined as incremental when he asserts we really need to think transformational. 
 
Castlemaine Landcare Group would welcome further ongoing conversation with Council and the 
community to ensure that we do achieve the transformational. 
 
• What should the community be doing to reduce emissions and adapt to climate change?  
This is not a question that can be addressed solely from a landcare perspective. We all “should” be living 
with an awareness of how our actions and decisions impact our carbon budget and our own future. This 
would make the task of sequestering already-emitted carbon much easier.  
 
Decades of research, writing and practical demonstration have already attempted to show what the 
community should be doing, but the uptake has been slow. And there are many things households 
cannot do without financial and practical support, including expanding their understanding. CVGA’s Cool 
It project4 identifies that 

(L)and use planning and the building industry have key roles to play in ensuring that 
development incorporates vegetation and water in the landscape as well as provides housing 
that both protects people from heat but also that does not further contribute to the heat load 
(CVGA2018) 

 
We applaud the effort of organisations such as MASH , MASG and Renewable Newstead which have 
tapped into the community enthusiasm for alternative energy, and it is most likely that microgrids will 
develop elsewhere within the municipality, but we would suggest that the whole area of community 
action on climate change would benefit from ongoing conversations directly with the community, 
particularly the more vulnerable groups identified by CVGA as the elderly, the young, those on low 
incomes and those with health or mobility issues.   
 
Landcare welcomes participation of all abilities in our work and invites community members to join us to 
plan, learn, plant, improve soil carbon, provide shading and thereby help address those issues that CVGA 
identifies as key to providing protection from heat – vegetation, water and impermeable surfaces.  
 
Additionally, we would encourage Council to involve the community, particularly those who walk and/or 
ride bikes or scooters, in identifying hot spots to augment the Cool It methodology.   This would involve 
the community in suggesting additional areas needing shade and would create an opportunity for 
Council to   

choose projects that offer social and ecological co-benefits, and provide for carbon neutrality to be 
achieved in an affordable way (CCAP, p.15) 

 
Your own review of your planning scheme suggests  

Council should consider ways to increase the level of tree canopy cover in the urban areas of the 
municipality through the planning scheme. This will reduce the urban heat island effect in built 
up areas and assist in dealing with and developing resistance to the hazards associated with 
climate change.(Ethos Urban p.28) 
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Landcare could also offer assistance with delivering this expansion of the cooling project. We are 
interested in the co-benefits of providing equitable access to protection from heat and the opportunities  
closer to home to experience the natural environment. 
 
• How can Council work with the community and other groups to address climate change?  

• Join with your fellow Councils (currently 21 in Victoria) who have declared a climate emergency 
to benefit from shared learning and advocacy 

• Lead with regular practical guidance directly to households - make emissions meaningful, not 
mysterious 

• Support bulk buying initiatives to assist the community address their own needs for adaptation 
• Improve the planning system to ensure that the built environment delivers your goal of carbon 

neutrality by 2025 
• Through MoUs with and other support to groups 
• Through grants to landcare and other organisations providing emission reduction, sequestration 

and adaptation 
 
• What would declaring a climate change emergency mean to the community?  
The most recent scientific analysis (November 2019) of tipping points has concluded: 

If current national pledges to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions are implemented — and that’s 
a big ‘if’ — they are likely to result in at least 3 °C of global warming1 

 
As at November 2019, 21 Victorian councils have declared a climate emergency. For the community, a 
benefit is to join with the voices of those communities, get more speedy responses to the need for 
public adaptation and possibly join more widely with group initiatives for private protective adaptation 
methods. 
 
The urgency is to do more and to it more quickly. 
 
The insurance industry is already declaring some areas almost uninsurable. There is now a call for a loss 
and damage finance facility under the Paris Agreement requiring major polluting countries like Australia 
to compensate smaller countries for exogenous effects of global climate change. Our lack of action will 
play out directly on our community. 
 
We are already headed for at least 1.5oC rise in global average temperature. Beyond that, the likelihood 
of amplification from unknown feedback loops will only make living with the climate even more 
challenging. Declaring a climate emergency will send a message to the community that we are working 
to protect their future. 
 
References 

(1) Lenton, T.M. et al. Climate tipping points – too risky to bet against. Nature, 575. 542-545 (2019). 
(2) Mount Alexander Shire Council. Climate Action Plan 2016-2020. n.d. 
(3) Ethos Urban. Mount Alexander Planning Scheme Review Report. July 2019 
(4) http://www.cvga.org.au/uploads/9/8/3/8/9838558/cool_it_cvga_regional_summary_and_recommendati

ons_final_oct_18.pdf 
 

1 https://www.nature.com/magazine-assets/d41586-019-03595-0/d41586-019-03595-0.pdf 
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MT ALEXANDER SHIRE CLIMATE EMERGENCY FORUM & CVCA 

 

I would like to start with a quote, something put out recently by the Climate Council of Australia:- 

“Since early August, bushfires have ripped through Australia, tragically taking lives, burning through 2 

million hectares of bushland and destroying almost 700 homes in NSW alone. Severe drought is gripping 

eastern Australia, and some towns are on the brink of running out of water. Heatwaves are becoming 

hotter, longer and more frequent, and they are one of the most serious climate change- related health 

risks for Australians. The climate crisis is changing summer as we know it, and our future depends 

on the action we take now.” 

     

 BACKGROUND: OUR CLIMATE ACTION GROUP 

1. 7-8 years ago because of at least 20 years of federal government inaction on climate         

change, we set up our own climate action group, 100% Renewables. A short time later we 

became 350 Castlemaine. 350.org was started in USA by Bill McKibben and our group was 

modeled on similar climate action groups in USA and Australia. (Based on scientific evidence for 

a safe climate, 350 ppm is a measure of GHG pollution and is a  recommended maximum for our 

atmosphere. We have already exceeded 400 ppm!). 

2. In 2016 we became Central Vic Climate Action. We believed then that we were already in a        

Climate Emergency and the focus of our actions was and still is no new fossil fuel projects and 

especially, no new coal; hence a focus on stopping the Adani coal mine in the Galilee Basin, North 

Queensland. 

3. NVDA (non violent direct action) was and is always at the fore front of our actions. 

4. Local actions: 1st banks (divestment away from FF) and 2nd politician's offices in Bendigo. 

5. Actions elsewhere: 2 in Newcastle NSW, where we closed down the largest coal port in the 

world for a day; and Bowen QLD, in the vicinity of the proposed Adani coal mine.  

    

COUNCIL QUESTIONS 

I understand that Mt Alexander Shire already had a target of zero emissions by 2025 and already had  set 

the wheels in motion on a no. of schemes to address this. Council is to be congratulated in being 

innovative in this regard. Now to the questions:- 

 

Q1. What do community members think Council could be doing within its operations to reduce  

      emissions and adapt to climate change?  

 

1. Ensure that all investments, superannuation schemes, workers schemes and funds etc. are free from 

fossil fuel transactions. If Council is unsure of any of these schemes or payments, I would refer them to 

Market Forces www.marketforces.org.au for advice. 

2. Ensure that all council operations are running on green power. In the case of motor vehicles Council 

must change all petrol and diesel powered vehicles to electrical powered. 

3. In its building department, Council must ensure that (i) existing buildings are retro fitted to be passive 

solar in design and thermally efficient in materials selection wrt glass, thermal mass and insulation. (ii) all 

new buildings are passive solar design and energy efficient as above. 

4. Council should, as much as possible engage in sustainable work practices. 

5. Re adaption to Climate Change, I believe in the event of temperatures soaring to 50 degrees or more, 

or a serious fire, we need a more reliable plan than assembling in a cool place such as a supermarket. 

Perhaps the construction of an underground bunker could be considered. 

6. Older and less infirm residents will need special care in the event of the above. 



7. The “heat island” effect where over-paved areas can become uninhabitable, will need to be taken into 

consideration. I suggest removal of some paving and planting trees in anticipation of the onset of fire 

and/or higher temperatures. Generally, the more trees we have, the better! 

 

Q2. What should the community be doing to reduce emissions and adapt to climate change?  

 

1. Residents should have a fire plan for their own property. 

2. Residents should be encouraged  to support or join groups that are pro-active in taking action to        

3. Residents should be encouraged  to support or join environment groups such as MASG,               

    Connecting Country, FieldNats, Landcare, Plastic Free Castlemaine etc.  

4. Encourage residents who wish to build a house to support or join groups such as MAEHG (eco 

    co-housing group) and assist them in the construction of sustainable affordable housing. 

5.  Residents need to be encouraged to be pro-active in lowering their own carbon footprint.   . 

     Here are 10 things you can do:- 

1. For short trips ride the bike or walk instead of using the car. 

2. Shop at Farmers/Artists' markets to avoid packaging and high food miles. 

3. If you shop at a supermarket, try to avoid packaged and double wrapped products. 

4. Shop at venues where you can bring your own bag/container 

5. Carry your own reusable bag, coffee cup etc. 

6. Wherever possible use public transport in preference to your own (FF powered) wheels. 

7. Promote car pooling/sharing. 

8. Instead of owning a car, use “car next door” or similar shared car hire. 

9. With air travel, try and minimise your flights.  

10. Travel by train wherever possible, and if travelling overseas, consider travelling by ship. 

 

Q3. How can Council work with the community and other groups to address climate change?  

    

(1) Measure/monitor emissions from businesses, industries or incorporated bodies with a view to        

      advising on how they might be reduced. 

(2) If emissions cannot be easily reduced, assist the business or incorporated body prepare a plan for    

      emissions reduction which may involve the purchase of carbon credits. 

(3) By setting a good example (see Q1 above), the community should follow. 

 

Q4. What would declaring a climate change emergency mean to the community?  

 

 It would stimulate individual residents/ratepayers to strive to meet the 2025 and 2030 goals. 

 The community would have achieved a recognised goal which has special national and international 

status.   

 As a council MASC will be able to lobby the state government to declare a climate emergency for the 

state of Victoria. 

 

Trevor A Scott 

Central Vic Climate Action 

Castlemaine.  

e. trevorscott3@gmail.com 

t. 0412 250 392 



 
 

 

 

 

Action on Climate Change Submission 

CHIRP Community Health is guided by the current literature in medical journals, information outlined 
by the World Health Organisation, the Climate and Health Alliance, and other health publications that 
indicate that climate change impacts the social and environmental determinants of health. All of these 
publications call for action to mitigate further impacts of climate change and plan responses to the 
changes that are already occurring. CSIRO data confirms the continuing trend for our region of 
increasing temperatures, lower rainfall, fewer frosts and a harsher fire weather climate. 

According to the Climate and Health Alliance, climate change is a threat to the health and wellbeing of 
the population through; 

 increased frequency of extreme weather events 
 increases air pollution and airborne allergens 
 increase prevalence of food, water and vector borne pathogens 
 reduced availability of food and fresh water 
 sea level rise 
 loss of biodiversity and increase in inhabitable land 
 dislocation, infrastructure issues, forced migration, economic hardship  

Climate change is having a greater impact on particular members of the community including people 
who are challenged by;  

 Age 
 Chronic disease  
 Reduced mobility 
 Decreased income and 
 Housing issues 

This will result in an increased risk of chronic disease, psychosocial impacts, reduced nutrition, and 
allergies particularly for people in rural and remote areas that already have poorer health outcomes. 
As indicated in the Local Government Area 2017 health and wellbeing profile, the Mount Alexander 
Shire population has a substantially poorer health and wellbeing status compared to regional Victorian 
and Victorian averages. Mount Alexander Shire also has an ageing population, a higher rate of people 
relying on Centrelink payments as well as a greater proportion of people experiencing homelessness 
compared to other Victoria areas. In light of the strong evidence which demonstrates that the effects 
of climate change have a disproportionate negative impact on people who experience disadvantage, 
this means that the impact of climate change will place a significant burden on the Mount Alexander 
Shire population. This will result in a deepening inequity in health outcomes for people experiencing 
disadvantage and a greater burden will be placed on the local health and service infrastructure in this 
shire as the effects of climate change worsen.  

Furthermore, extreme weather conditions will not only impact on members of the community but also 
on people delivering services through;  

 Staff not able to come to work 
 Loss of power & operations due to extreme weather events  

An effective response to climate change is likely to significantly reduce the health costs faced in the 
next decades. 
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CHIRP recommends that Mount Alexander Shire Council adopts the proposed actions on climate 
change that were presented to council in the petition submitted on October 15th 2019. This petition 
calls on the council to: 

 declare a climate emergency 
 commit to a target of 100 percent renewable energy for council operations by 2025 
 commit to a target of net zero carbon emissions for the community by 2030. 

What do community members think council could be doing with its operations to reduce 
emissions and adapt to climate change? 

 Investing in community assets available in extreme weather events to the public (eg lobbying 
for better community facilities such as the health and wellbeing hub which includes leisure 
centre/gym/pool/community hub) 

 Increasing the council rates of businesses/investors who do not rent out energy efficient 
buildings 

 Installing electrical charging docks for vehicles  
 Promoting and training “Green teams” in organisations 
 Continuing to improve walking and cycling paths and lighting of these to keep people active  

and using cars less 
 Encouraging healthy eating and a focus on eating local/reducing food miles eg continued 

support of local markets   
 Assisting food producers to seek funding for adaptation programs 
 Increase greening and re-forestation within the council catchment 
 Working with community groups to make changes 

 

What should the community be doing to reduce emissions and adapt to climate change? 

Community members need to respond to council lead and other changes; 

 Learning and implementing waste reduction practices  
 Learning about composting 
 Learning about rehydrating soils and managing with less water 
 Significantly reducing the use of plastics 
 Supporting building of higher energy rated buildings 
 Reduction in & smarter ways of using water supplies 
 Increasing use of walking and cycling facilities, if better facilities are provided 
 Continuing the uptake of renewable energy options 

How can council work with the community and other groups to address climate change? 

 Creating a collective action plan 
 Leading and supporting Green teams across the community 
 Working with businesses to adapt 
 Financial incentives to members of the community and businesses 
 Lobbying for better public transport & cycle paths 
 Sharing information 
 Assisting with energy ratings for buildings 
 Providing electrical docking stations 
 Greater shade areas for public areas and playgrounds 

What would declaring a climate change emergency mean to the community?  



 
 

 It demonstrates leadership and the need for change and adaptation 
 It is an acknowledgement of the local groups who have been actively campaigning in this area 

for some time 
 It will mean that Mount Alexander Shire will join the increasing list of local governments 

around Australia who have already declared a climate emergency including many rural LGAs 
 It recognises the significant impact on health in rural Australia that climate change is having 

and will continue to have  
 It flags the need for a continued shared focus on prevention and support particularly in 

relation to increasing psychological distress in our Shire due to changing social and 
environmental determinants of health 
 

 

References:  

 Climate and Health Alliance – Briefing papers 
 The Lancet – Countdown on Health and Climate Change 
 World Health Organisation (WHO) – Fact Sheet Climate Change and Health 
 Doctors for the Environment – Climate Change and Health in Australia 
 Royal College of General Practitioners – A brief review of global climate change and the 

public health consequences 
 Central Victorian Primary Care Partnership – Mount Alexander Shire Health and Wellbeing 

Profiles 2017 
 CSIRO – Climate Change 

 
 









Mount Alexander Shire Council Climate Change Forum.


Preface to Submission by Rex Odgers - Summary of 
content.


Summary of submission from Rex Odgers regarding Climate Emergency 
declaration, and recommendation for community action. 

This submission supports the call for a declaration of a state of climate 
emergency by Mount Alexander Shire Council.


It also addresses the Councillor’s question regarding :


“How can Council work with the community and other groups to address 
climate change ?”


In summary the submission proposes that a whole of community benefit can 
be gained on two levels by :

(a)  encouraging the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions created by the 
current reliance on motor vehicles, which simultaneously is causing 
increasing levels of traffic / parking congestion in the CBD,

(b) addressing the above by providing greater infrastructure  support for  
commuter cyclists, initially with improved bike rack provision, and longer 
term with cycle lane provision.  




Submission in support of the declaration of a Climate 
Emergency in the Shire of Mount Alexander,

and a recommendation for future action to minimise 
greenhouse gas emissions in the shire.


Madame Mayor and Councillors,

Shire of Mount Alexander


My name is Rex Odgers. I am a member of the fifth generation of our family to reside in 
this district.  I am a Great-Grandson of Thomas Odgers JP after whom Odgers Road was 
named.     I share his passion for this community.


I would like to present this submission in support of the call for the declaration of a 
Climate Emergency in the Shire.    I would also ask you to consider a recommendation for 
an action plan to help minimise greenhouse gas emissions in the shire.


Amongst the scientific data attesting to the steady march of climate change, and the 
impact of humans in that process, is the evidence of vehicle exhaust emissions as a 
factor.  This data suggests to me that reducing our use of polluting vehicles in the shire 
would be beneficial.  The development and uptake of Hybrid and Electric vehicles will 
assist in this regard.  However, there are other practical ways our community could 
contribute to a long-term change of transport culture.


Associated with our apparent dependence on cars is the very obvious vehicle congestion 
in the CBD of Castlemaine.   Parking opportunities are tight, particularly on busy days, 
and, I would contend, will only get  worse in the years to come.

Given that the effort many people seem to make to park as near as possible to ( if not 
right outside) their chosen retail outlet, I cannot see vehicle congestion in our business 
area improving  any time soon.


Of course it is plausible to argue that parking limitations by regulation can be imposed, 
and, if enforced, would have a positive effect.  Naturally there would be a short term 
backlash from shoppers, and possibly shopkeepers,  but probably this would pass.


I believe a better long-term solution would be to encourage people visiting the shopping 
precinct to park further away, and walk a little further.   Community health may even be 
improved with the added exercise.


Another obvious option is to encourage and facilitate the use of bicycles. Castlemaine 
already has a small but growing minority of cyclists.   Any new developments in the 
safety-improving infrastructure would see this small proportion of the community 
increase.  It may well be argued that the Shire has already adopted a Walking and Cycling 
Strategy plan some ten years ago.  Whilst this is true, it is also very obvious that not a lot 
has been achieved in implementing the  recommendations of that plan.
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I would hope that the strategy review process which is due during the next twelve months 
might involve community members and address the shortcomings of the past ten years.


The recent redevelopment of the lower end of Urquhart St between Lyttleton and Mostyn 
Streets is a classic case in point.    Despite the very generous width of the road reserve, 
the only tangible improvement in the  road section was a widening of the tarmac to 
improve car traffic access, and a constriction of the road at the intersections to slow 
traffic flow down.

There was absolutely no provision made for cyclists other than sharing the vehicle 
carriageway. 
In the proximity to two Primary schools, both of whom have been supporting Cycle safety 
programs and Ride to School days, In 2019, this is simply not good enough. 


As a simple first practical measure, whilst waiting for road design to catch up with 
emerging transport trends, may I recommend that an increase in the bicycle rack 
provision in the CBD would not only improve the current haphazard parking of bicycles 
along footpaths, but also demonstrate to the cyclists that their needs are actually being 
addressed.


I would like to recommend a model bike rack which I discovered in Budapest, Hungary.

(See photographs attached, )

This rack is built in one (parallel) car-park space  and accommodates ten bicycles.

The model is not only very efficient for cyclists, but also provides a messages to the wider 
community, that bicycles are welcome in the CBD, and that the Shire is interested in 
easing parking congestion.


I appreciate that budgetary considerations may limit the council’s capacity to install the 
Budapest model, I am confident that our cycling community could readily subsidise the 
cost with a crowd-funding campaign.


I would be happy to discuss this proposal with Councillors and /or Officers at a mutually 
convenient time.


Sincerely,


Rex Odgers

13 Murphy St Castlemaine

(Regular commuting Cyclist)



Action on Climate Change 
Extinction Rebellion Castlemaine 

This submission reflects and expands on the Extinction Rebellion demands: 

Tell the Truth 
Government must tell the truth by declaring a climate and ecological emergency, working with 
other institutions to communicate the urgency for change. 

Act Now 
Government must act now to halt biodiversity loss and reduce greenhouse gas emissions to net 
zero by 2025. 

Beyond Politics 
Government must create and be led by the decisions of a Citizens’ Assembly on climate and 
ecological justice 

What do community members think Council could be doing within its 
operations to reduce emissions and adapt to climate change? 
Climate change and climate justice must be at the forefront of every decision by Council, not as an 
option to consider, but as an essential part of the decision-making. The issue can no longer be ignored.  

Extinction Rebellion (XR) supports evidence-based and inclusive approaches.  

Strategic planning 
• Establish climate emergency overarching goals and priorities. 
• Whole-of-council review to identify opportunities to meet those goals. 
• Develop 5-10 year MASC strategic plan with climate change at its core. 
• Develop short-term objectives and action plans for council functions and units. 
• Report on progress towards climate emergency goals in Annual Report. 
• Use CO2 emissions and climate goals as a primary measure to assess every Council 

expenditure. 

MASC can draw on and adapt the experience of City of Darebin in this process, and look to the MAV 
(which itself has declared a climate emergency) for guidance.  

Develop a long-term vision: 50 –> 100 –>  200+ years. 

Priorities 
XR Castlemaine urges the prioritisation of: 

• Establishment of a Mount Alexander Citizens’ Assembly to make decisions on climate and 
ecological justice 

• A sustainable local and regional culture and community,  
• A sustainable environment, and 
• Social cohesion. 

We invite MASC to work in close collaboration and consultation with the community; in particular by 
putting Indigenous people and culture at the forefront of how we develop as a sustainable region.  

Central to any action on climate by MASC must be the most vulnerable in the community, and those 
with the least ability to take individual action. 

  



Key elements 

• Zero net emissions 
Extinction Rebellion demands a binding commitment from governments and councils to achieve 
zero net greenhouse gas emissions by 2025. We recommend drawing on and adapting the 
Hepburn Shire Z-NET program.   

o Reduce consumption – particularly at the individual and household level. Develop and 
promote a sharing economy. 

o Support or undertake drawdown programs (revegetation, soil improvement, agriculture 
innovations). 

o Reduce and manage waste - drastically reduce the amount of waste generated by our 
community, as well as ensure that we reuse and/or recycle everything possible. This 
shire is currently underperforming in this area.  

o Reduce reliance on private car use - enhance public transport options, make public 
transport free or cost effective, localise community facilities so that distance travel is 
less necessary, facilitate and encourage walking/cycling etc., generate subsidies for 
alternative transport options through higher costs for private car use.  

o Eliminate unsustainable housing (e.g. large Metricon style developments), legislate for 
low energy housing (both during the construction phase and throughout the lifespan of 
the dwelling), encourage home builders building innovative energy efficient houses. 

o Retrofit and upgrade existing housing stock to minimise energy use – e.g. seal cracks 
and vents as a service to residents on pensions. 

o Phase out the use of natural gas across the shire – no approvals for new natural gas – 
especially in new estates. Reduce existing gas use. Refer to this initiative in the ACT. 

o Localise the economy and food supply. 

o Divest from direct (e.g. superannuation, council revenue) and indirect (e.g. via 
contractors, insurers) fossil energy investments. The fossil fuels must stay in the 
ground.  

• Sustainability 
o Act now to halt biodiversity loss. Preserve and extend habitat in our urban, peri-urban 

and bush environments. Work with (for example) local Connecting Country and Birdlife 
Australia groups, as well as Landcare to prevent extinctions across all species, to build 
and support natural ecosystems. 

o Control feral animals and promote sustainable domestic-pet ownership. 

o Ensure local food security, enhance local businesses and employment. 

Promote and support local commercial agriculture as sustainable enterprises; and 
support the permaculture movement in the region – small- to large-scale. Explore 
Indigenous foods as ongoing sustainable crops. 

o Water security for domestic, agricultural and environmental purposes. Look at recycling 
water. Revegetate, promote and support development of healthy soils. 

• Adaptation / liveability 
How do we retain and build a healthy community and vibrant regional culture into the future? 

o Work with Indigenous communities – support Indigenous cultural education; incorporate 
Indigenous language into local place names, plants and in our wider use of language 

o Community health and safety – emergency preparedness and response; contingencies 
for power backouts and weather extremes. 

o Preventative / primary health strategies in a changing climate 



o Shade, shelter and greening of the MAS.

o Social connection and cohesion, particularly when isolation and deprivation can result
from weather extremes.

o Regionalise our consciousness – local biodiversity, climate and culture.

o Welcome, incorporate and support climate refugees (from within Australia and from
overseas – particularly Pacific Island neighbours to whom we owe an unpayable debt).

o Develop home-grown arts and culture and develop strong inter-regional cultural sharing.

• Consultation and collaboration – citizens’ assemblies and deliberative democracy
With the understanding that some of the carbon reduction measures that will be necessary may
be hard for the community to accept, Extinction Rebellion advocates for the use of deliberative
democracy – a process in which ordinary people make political decisions. The aim is to bring
together a broad cross-section of society. Participants hear from experts and stakeholders, ask
questions, deliberate on policy options and make recommendations that shape policy.

Citizens’ assemblies are a form of deliberative democracy and can provide council members
with a better understanding of how they should act on climate and ecological justice. Often
opinion polls gather knee-jerk reactions to loaded questions, and they do not inform citizens or
enable them to explore the implications of different options with other people. Citizens’
assemblies provide an opportunity to explore the views of the community in a fair and equitable
way.

What should the community be doing to reduce emissions and adapt to 
climate change? 
The role of governments at all levels is to provide the systemic framework to enable the Australian 
community to operate in sustainable ways. It is unrealistic to expect already-stressed residents to make 
extra effort to go against existing unsustainable systems to produce better outcomes. While some 
committed individuals set a great example, we need population-scale solutions. 

Community members need to be told the truth about climate change and accept the reality of the 
situation - this will likely mean education, social marketing and communications strategy. Councillors 
and community members need to fully understand the cost of not taking action now - the great cost to 
our health, standard of living, enjoyment of life and the health of our environment. Knowledge of and 
acceptance of the issue will help to ensure support for the adaptations and restrictions that will be 
necessary to achieve change.  

The community must be involved, but Council must provide the means for that involvement. The full 
range of community education and consultation tools and techniques must be applied on an ongoing 
basis. 

How can Council work with the community and other groups to address 
climate change? 
Establish community advisory or consultative groups on different topics that advise the citizens’ 
assembly. 

Work collaboratively with State and Federal governments and government bodies; the MAV, other 
councils, universities and research institutes, renewable energy providers, and the private sector.  

There is a myriad of groups already working towards sustainable systems in the Mount Alexander 
region (e.g. local markets, local trade and gifting groups, permaculture and sustainable agriculture 
organisations, sustainability groups, local business support etc.). Council can utilise the expertise, grass 
roots contacts and energy of these groups to enact change in our lifestyles and attitudes. 

Working with existing community groups will help to ensure quicker uptake of ideas and values and 
could help to build a more holistic and healthy (both physical and mental) way of life.  



What would declaring a climate change emergency mean to our 
community? 
The declaration of the climate emergency is a call to action that cannot be ignored. It tells the 
community where Council stands on climate; it communicates an uncompromising urgency for action. 
Coupled with this is the need to have more community engagement opportunities - Council should work 
to ensure that every community member is aware of the issue and projected impacts. People need to 
comprehend the scale of the issue and the severe ramifications we are facing. We need to take radical 
but considered action immediately. Declaring a climate emergency is the first small step to achieving 
the required systematic changes to safeguard our future.  

 

 
 



 

Climate Change 

A 
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Vision: 

To develop a strategic and comprehensive approach 

To 

The Mount Alexander Shire and its communities 

for 

Tackling the immediate and longer term consequences 

Of Climate Change 

Together 

 

Submission to the MAS Shire Climate Change Forum by the Fryerstown Community 

Reserve Committee of Management        

          9th December 2019 



Executive Summary 

The forecast and potentially serious and costly consequences of Climate Change are 

presenting very significant challenges to the Shire and its communities. These include 

possible loss of life and property, damage to public facilities and significantly 

heightened demands on both voluntary and public emergency services over 

unexpectedly longer periods of time. Tackling these challenges requires: 

 Commitment to a campaign for action including establishing clear objectives 

and timelines for reductions in non-renewable energy, emissions and waste. 

 The active and ongoing engagement and support of the community which will 

be critical to the success of any strategic and operational action by the Shire by 

reducing the risk and reducing the load on public services. We suggest an 

Advisory Board to advise Council on the management of a campaign. 

 A review of the organisation structure and budgets within the Shire Council to 

ensure policies, communications and physical plant and human resources are in 

place to cope quickly and effectively. 

 Review and action to ensure the close coordination and cooperation between 

infrastructure organisations and services, recognizing the potential for overlap 

and confusion. 

 An imaginative and active review of the ecosystems that exist within the Shire 

to grow more effective natural roadside and greenspace for reducing danger, fire 

risk and ongoing management costs.  

 A review and development of appropriate budgeting, including building 

reserves available for the needs ahead 

The Fryerstown Community reserve Committee of Management wishes to register its 

interest in being involved in the issue with the Mount Alexander Shire’s future actions 

and in the Forum on the 9th December. 

 

Introduction 

This submission is sequenced as follows: 

 Recommendations 

 Overview of the importance of the key dynamics 

 The importance of coalition building and campaigns to maintain combined 

energy and focus. 



Recommendations  

1. The Shire should establish a policy to place a high priority on a program for 

planning and delivering urgent and appropriate health and safety actions. The 

objective should be to better prepare and protect the community for facing the 

consequences of Climate Change locally. The focus should be broad, across 

‘whole of life’ individual practical actions that cover day to day lives as well as 

actions by organisations. 

2. The Shire should establish a Climate Change Advisory Board with 

representation from the Shire infrastructure staff, the local communities, 

Climate experts, infrastructure and services organisations, landscape ecologists 

and planners. It should have a budget which includes the costs of publicity and 

of obtaining external advice and knowledge sharing on what is going on 

elsewhere. 

3. The Shire should include in the campaign establishing a media centre focused 

on advice and publicity on progress, meetings and planning discussions with the 

local communities, businesses and infrastructure companies (Powercor, Coliban, 

SES, Parks Victoria, Police, Vicroads etc). 

4. The Shire should establish, with the assistance of its Climate Change Advisory 

Board and public meetings, the mission, strategy and objectives of the campaign, 

including timelines and a plan for ongoing and active community engagement.  

5. The objectives should be broad and practical, both short term and longer term, 

including Shirewide commitments to a target of 100% of the possible renewable 

energy by 2025, net zero emissions by 2030, a 50% reduction in waste by 2025, 

planning for the provision of appropriate backup resources to cope with future 

heightened events and longer term planning of the local ecosystems. 

6. The Shire should organize ongoing public talks, discussions and meetings with 

experts on various aspects of risk reduction to lives and property, including 

redesign and management of the landscape. An example is the initiative in 

Canberra to conduct a tree audit with the objective of harvesting and recycling 

mature end of life roadside trees for their use as structural timber and furniture 

making, taking into account their importance to animal and bird life and 

replanting with more appropriate varieties to cope with climate change and 

potential ongoing harvesting. 

7. Once the strategy and objectives are established, ongoing action and 

communication will be needed to maintain community support, engagement, 

energy and action. 



Overview of the importance of the key dynamics 

 The structure (and therefore legitimacy) of the body set up to plan and advise 

on actions, especially when including the infrastructure and service 

companies, and the community, needs to be carefully thought through to 

ensure relevance and authority. We consider that it would be appropriate to 

use the Council Advisory Board structure. 

 The confusion and overlapping of responsibilities between the different 

agencies involved needs to be clarified and planned for. 

 The importance of appropriate sources of funding of action needs to be 

recognized, discussed and decided upon. 

The importance of coalition building and campaigns to maintain combined 

energy and focus. 

 The Fryerstown community submits that Climate Change is critical to the future 

of the human race and to local ecology including endangered species and it will 

be important to build on and understand the local applicability of the expansion 

of knowledge that is going on internationally and locally  

 There are real risks in health, safety and survival to the local communities 

unless appropriate strategies, plans and actions are taken to build support and 

engagement in the short term. A campaign is a really good way to highlight and 

get combined action to reduce risks on this serious issue. 

 There are examples of actions that can be taken to reduce those risks in, for 

example, Fryers Forest. The Fryers Forest model originally had much 

groundbreaking theoretical planning of planting, landscaping and maintenance 

(e.g. annual removal of coffee bush) which results in a significant reduction in 

risk in case of bushfires through much lower danger of embers causing spread 

of fires, thus lowering the burden on Emergency Services. This model can 

probable be applied to longer term planning/maintenance of Council roadsides 

and green spaces 

 We, at Fryerstown, are also an example of one way a community has been 

brought together, creating and maintaining a common spirit and goal with 

consequent care and mutual support so essential for active, committed progress 

towards clear objectives. There is an opportunity for developing this common 

spirit across the Shire by lighting the fuse of potential action and focussing the 

energy clearly identified among old and young across our communities towards 

the common goal of Climate Action. 



Submission to Mount Alexander Shire Climate Change Forum. 

Prepared by Ann Ferguson, Castlemaine, relief kindergarten teacher for YMCA cluster 
Ballarat, working across kindergartens in the Mount Alexander Shire. 

This submission represents the views of the following teachers and co educators from 
kindergartens in the Mount Alexander Shire : 

Berkley street kindergarten Castlemaine, Kaye Vearing, Marion Brook, Tania Clarke, Jo 
Rhone, Rachael Cooper and Nadja Typuszak 

Newstead kindergarten, Amelia Stuparich 

Harcourt kindergarten, Lisa Grey 

Maldon kindergarten, Karen Aldrich, Leonie Wallace 

Summary; We believe that strong action on climate change and a declaration of climate 
emergency by Mount Alexander Shire would clearly demonstrate the importance of this issue 
to our early years community. Our kindergarten services play an important role in the 
education of families with young children at the very start of their parenting journey. The 
work of helping families to understand the realities of climate change and preparing them to 
work together to reduce its effects and cope with negative impacts is essential to the survival 
of our community. 

Effects of climate change on programs; 

Climate Change is having an impact on programs as increasing temperatures over summer 
now require provision of shade sales, constant sunscreen application, hats and even 
cancellation of programs on code red days.(The YMCA closed both Harcourt and Maldon 
kindergartens on Thursday 21st Nov due to code red weather described as catastrophic) 

Effects of climate change on mental health of children and families: 

Children and families in our community are aware of the stresses involved in a climate-
changed future. They hear adults and older children voice their concerns and desperately need 
to see effective action by community leaders as well as opportunities to have their own 
contributions and ideas taken seriously. Our kindergarten programs support the wellbeing of 
children and families. 

Victorian Early Years Curriculum and climate change education: 

Kindergartens are educational institutions where learning takes place through carefully 
crafted play and group experiences informed by the Victorian Early Years Learning and 
Development Framework.Teachers are guided by the VEYLDF principles of practice and 
work towards developing five learning and development outcomes in the children. 

Outcome 2 has particular relevance to the climate emergency: 



‘COMMUNITY'    Children are connected and contribute to their world  (Victorian 
curriculum level F-2) 

Children develop a sense of belonging to groups and communities and an understanding of 
the reciprocal rights and responsibilities necessary for active civic participation. 

Children become socially responsible and show respect for the environment 

Explore, infer, predict and hypothesize in order to develop an increased understanding of the 
interdependence between land people plants and animals. 

Explore relationships with other living and non-living things and observe notice and respond 
to change 

Develop an awareness of the impact of human activity on the environment and the 
interdependence of living things. 

Our Mount Alexander kinder programs offer children equal experience in both the outdoor 
and indoor environment. Through play children learn to conserve and value water, grow food, 
respect plants and animals, recycle, create with waste materials and invent solutions for 
problems. 

Kindergartens will work with council to support young families as they face the challenges of 
climate change. 

Declaring a climate change emergency would signal that council understands the likely 
catastrophic nature of climate change and its impact on young families. Partnering with local 
kindergartens, council can work with educators to facilitate the aims of the Victorian Early 
Years Learning and Development Framework and help build a strong and resilient early years 
community.  

Some ideas from teachers as to how council could  help the early years community 
adapt to climate change:   

Education and sharing of resources 

Council could provide more education for young families about the now proven science 
behind global warming, linking in the reasons why we need to reduce waste, conserve water 
etc. Council run early years forums could offer opportunities for climate change education 
across the sector connecting kindergartens with other sectors of the early years community. 

Recycling. 

Council could develop better solutions in relation to recycling with clear outcomes. The 
kindergarten programs educate and encourage children and families to recycle but this task is 
difficult when the community is uncertain as to where our recycling ends up.   

 

Transport. 



Council could do more to encourage residents to walk, take the train or ride bikes. More 
parking could be provided for bikes at the kindergartens.  

Plantings. 

Council gardens, playgrounds and public parks could be planted with trees and plants that 
will survive increased temperatures.  These could offer information for home, kinder and 
school gardeners on how to prepare our gardens for increased temperatures.  

Solar systems  

Council could help kindergartens apply for grants and find funds to implement water 
conservation, education programs and solar installations for the council owned kindergarten 
buildings. 

Bush Kinder  

Council  could support the bush kinder programs in the area and encourage the formation of 
new ones. Bush kinders build a foundation for environmental awareness, teaching children an 
understanding of and appreciation for the natural world and it’s cycles.  

Access to Kinder 

Council could help us ensure that every child in Mount Alexander Shire has a year of 
kindergarten.  

Thankyou for this opportunity to present our views on this important issue. 

  

 



Mount Alexander Climate Emergency Team (MACET) 
Submission to Mount Alexander Shire Council Climate Forum, December 2019 
 
Summary:  
A Victorian government survey shows 91% of people in our region want local government to act 
on climate change.  
In the last four months collecting petitions, Mount Alexander Climate Emergency Team (MACET) 
have had thousands of conversations with people who share this sentiment and want to get 
moving. 
We therefore request that Council declares a Climate Emergency as soon as possible.  
A review of existing targets and commitment to quantifiable outcomes and timescales must then 
be made. 
This act of leadership will unite and galvanise our community to participate in the urgent action 
which is now required.  
 

 
 
The Mount Alexander Climate Emergency Team calls for a declaration of climate emergency, a 
review of existing council plans and a commitment to quantifiable outcomes and timescales.  
 
As grief and fear of the climate crisis takes hold in the community psyche, a Declaration of Climate 
Emergency by council can galvanise our energies toward action that builds hope. Showing strong 
leadership by telling the truth about the reality of climate change can unite the community and 
draw out the altruism and generosity of spirit that emerge when people face a collective crisis. It 
can clarify our priorities and provide a spur to creative thinking about ways to manage our 
livelihoods and shape our future. It can help us re-evaluate our connection and relationship to the 
planet, the value attributed to first nations knowledge, and our role in our local and global 
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community. Without that shift of consciousness, we’re not going to get the change that the 
situation requires.  
 
While we recognise and applaud the good work already undertaken by council on climate action, 
our petition was launched because we can’t solve a crisis without treating it as one. ‘Business as 
Usual’ as well as ‘Politics as usual’ is not an appropriate response to what we now know. Drastic 
action is needed and climate mitigation and adaptation must be absolutely prioritised.  
 
Were Mount Alexander Shire to declare a climate emergency, we would join in solidarity with 
close to 7 million Australians represented by the 76 councils who have declared emergency status 
and benefit from the experience and resources those councils have already gathered. 
Many councils are making this decision in the absence of a local petition, while in Mount 
Alexander Shire, the number of residents signing in favour of declaring a Climate Emergency 
continues to rise. The current count of 1850+ residents now represents a significant 13 % of the 
local population. 
 

 
 
Further, we know that the number of those wanting action on climate is much higher than our 
volunteer efforts can bring to light. 
In 2017 an external research provider, Wallis Market and Social Research, collected baseline 
quantitative data for Sustainability Victoria by conducting a statewide survey of Victorian 
residents’ attitudes, beliefs and behaviors in relation to climate change.1 

1 https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/About-us/Research/Victorians-perceptions-of-climate-change  
Loddon Campaspe Region report  
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They found that four out of five Victorians agree ‘climate change is an issue that requires urgent 
action now’ and the level of agreement in Loddon Campaspe (78%) is considerably higher than the 
state’s regional average of 72%.  
Even more significantly: 
72% from our region feel positive about being part of community action 
82% believe their actions can help reduce the impact of climate change, and  
91% want action on climate change from local government.  
 

 
 
Since its inception in July, MACET has managed the community petition, run climate action stalls, 
contributed to the local climate rally, harnessed vigorous support from over 50 local businesses 
and organisations (including health clinics, farmers, churches, arts and sports organisations) and 
launched a PLEDGE campaign in which 1000 residents have personally committed to taking 
appropriate climate action.  
 
Over these 4 months, we have collectively had thousands of individual conversations with people 
of the shire. As you will appreciate from your own experience, these have not always been easy, 
however one thing has became staggeringly clear: locals are vitally interested and ready to act on 
climate. As we connect with fellow residents and businesses, many we speak to are asking “What 
more can we do?” 
 
In early October some 240 locals gathered in the town hall for our Climate Community 
Forum. We had superb speakers and a very engaged audience.  
Possibly the most encouragement came out of the 5 minutes we spent thanking our 
neighbour for coming and sharing with them: 1. What we would individually go away and 
do as a result of the night and 2. What we felt the community could achieve together. 
The immediate animation in the room spoke volumes about how much support you can 
expect for real climate leadership. 
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The community is waiting for direction from council. We are grateful for your strong relationship 
with the sustainability group. We look forward to a participatory ZNET process that gathers 
various community sectors together to respond appropriately. With skilful facilitation, community 
discussions facilitated by council and led by MASG are likely to be very fruitful. 
 
Our Shire has a culturally and economically rich population. We have ecologists, economists, 
engineers, mechanics, philanthropists, educators, businesses owners, church leaders, 
psychologists, artists, farmers, doctors and so many more, with diverse skill sets and an appetite 
to contribute.  
 
We already have lots of local climate awareness and community cohesion to celebrate, from 
Nalderun to MASG, Connecting Country, terrific libraries, experienced food growers and weekly 
markets, regenerative farmers, repair café, U3A, The Hub and the Paddock, arts and sporting 
clubs, Landcare and more….  We are starting from a strong place. 
 
We will need all this strength, because the concern within our community is grave, as it should be. 
A recent workshop on transforming climate grief run by environmental psychologist Dr. Susie 
Burke and facilitated by Rev. Sarah Tomilson at Castlemaine Uniting Church, saw the room 
brimming full. We are acting out of concern for the global impacts of the climate emergency, 
including for example the capacity of our own region to sustain food production. This shire 
obviously shares our atmosphere with the rest of the planet, so what we do here affects everyone 
and everything else. 
 
We request council to declare a climate emergency and support us in moving from ‘what is’ to 
‘what could be’. Help us tap into radical resources for hope and introduce new ways of operating. 
We need strong leadership and effective action to prepare our shire. 
Let's be honest about what's really needed in a climate crisis, and throw ourselves into it. 
 
MACET 
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Mount Alexander Shire Climate Change Forum  
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Summary 
Maldon Climate Action Network is a community group working to reduce the global carbon footprint 
through local action. We support MACNET’s request to council to address the climate crisis and 
declare a climate emergency. Key processes for declaring and responding to the climate crisis 
already exist for local government, which council can use as a foundation for developing its 
response. Our community is a key asset: collectively we have the skills and expertise to help council 
decarbonise the shire, adapt to a changing climate and reimagine a way of living that will enable our 
community and environment to thrive.  

Maldon Climate Action Network 
Maldon Climate Action Network (Maldon CAN) was borne out of a community conversation about 
climate impacts facing our local community, hosted by Maldon Neighbourhood Centre in February 
2019. Maldon CAN comprises a core group of Maldon residents who have come together in an effort 
to reduce the global carbon footprint through local action. In September 2019, the group held a 
major community event in Maldon – the Car-free Carnivale – which brought together a range of 
climate and sustainability-focused groups from across the shire to promote climate action for a 
safer, healthier and cleaner environment.   

We welcome the council’s invitation to contribute to its climate change forum, initiated in response 
to MACNET’s petition requesting council to address the climate crisis by: 

• declaring a climate emergency; 
• committing to a target of 100% renewable energy for council operations by 2025; and 
• committing to a target of net zero carbon emissions for the community by 2030. 

Maldon CAN supports this request. We also offer several suggestions in response to the council’s 
four key questions asked of the community as part of the forum, which we outline below.  
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What the council can do within its operations to reduce emissions 
and adapt to climate change 
Darebin Council – the first government body in the world to declare a climate emergency in 
December 2016 – has developed resources to support other councils that have either declared a 
climate emergency, or are wanting to.1 As part of this work, it has identified five key processes for 
local governments to declare and respond to the climate emergency: 

1. Declare a climate emergency. 

2. Embed climate emergency action in all council strategies, plans and actions. 

3. Mobilise and build the climate emergency mandate – get your community active. 

4. Reach out to other councils. 

5. Advocate to state and federal government. 

Specific actions the council can take within its operations to reduce emissions and adapt to climate 
change noted within Darebin Council’s resources include to: 

• switch to 100% renewable energy; 
•  get off fossil gas; 
• implement energy efficiency across all facilities/buildings; 
• redraft procurement policy and practices to ensure suppliers to council are using renewable 

energy and resource recovery; 
• embed climate emergency thinking into strategic planning and update planning schemes; 
• drive the shift to fossil-fuel free transport, for example, supporting sustainable transport 

infrastructure for community use such as electric vehicle recharging stations; 
• create a circular economy aimed at zero waste; and 
• increase council urban forest and/or revegetation activities. 

It is also worth commending our neighbours, Hepburn Shire, for its Community Transition Plan – a 
10-year master plan for this shire to reach 100% renewable electricity supply, zero-net energy and 
zero-net emissions (2019–2029).2 This plan focuses heavily on emissions reduction, which is a critical 
element of any climate change response, and serves as a useful reference and planning framework.  

In addition to the above, some councils have also increased their focus on water efficiency in 
recognition that climate change is likely to cause significant decreases in average rainfall and more 
and frequent severe droughts. Water saving initiatives the shire could consider include: 

• using recycled water and stormwater for irrigating sports grounds and for road 
maintenance; 

• planting drought tolerant grasses on sporting fields; and 

1 City of Darebin, Resource for Effective Local Government Climate Emergency Response: Darebin Council’s 
Climate Emergency Journey, City of Darebin, 2019, <http://www.darebin.vic.gov.au/en/Darebin-Living/Caring-
for-the-environment/EnergyClimate>. 
   
2 Z-Net Hepburn Shire, Community Transition Plan, <https://z-net.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Z-
Net_CTP_Screen-1.pdf>. 
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• incorporating water efficient design features such as rainwater tanks and appliances into 
shire buildings. 

The reality is we don’t have time to reinvent the wheel – climate breakdown is happening now. 
We suggest drawing on Darebin Council’s excellent climate resources and Hepburn’s comprehensive 
planning model as firm foundations in formulating a climate crisis response for the shire.    

What the community can do to reduce emissions and adapt to 
climate change 
Countless individuals and groups within the community are already working to reduce emissions and 
adapt to climate change, all of whom can offer council invaluable knowledge and expertise. Some 
possible community/council partnerships could include: 

Community-owned renewable energy: The energy sector is the biggest contributor to carbon 
emissions, so it makes sense to tackle this as a priority by ramping up community-owned renewable 
energy assets.  

Renewable Newstead and – next door to the shire – Hepburn Wind and Bendigo Sustainability Group 
can all offer their expertise in helping the community and the shire get more community renewable 
energy projects up and running. Bendigo Sustainability Group’s pumped hydro energy storage 
project3 – looking to use underground mine workings to store locally generated renewable electricity 
– may be of particular interest given the extensive network of mine shafts within our shire.  

Community transport: Several towns, including Maldon, run community transport services with 
volunteers driving a community bus to offer shared travel for local residents. Council could look at 
supporting, expanding and potentially connecting these programs to provide better community 
transport options.  

We note council is currently reviewing and updating its 2010–2020 Cycling and Walking Strategy. As 
a Maldon-based group, we are well aware of the lack of public transport options for the town and 
believe the cycle trail between Maldon and Castlemaine (running adjacent to the rail line) represents 
a viable commuter route if it is graded and cycle-only paths created at either end to enable safe 
entry and exit to the trail. Such an investment will provide a real alternative for the community to 
travel emissions-free and be connected to bus and train services in Castlemaine.   

The Castlemaine–Maldon heritage steam train was raised as an example of a problematic 
community event in light of climate change at the council meeting on 15 October. This train could be 
transformed into a solar-powered heritage asset, as Byron Bay has done with its heritage train, to 
both maintain a critical tourism asset and reflect community values.4  

  

3 Bendigo Sustainability Group, Bendigo Pumped Hydro Project, 2019, <https://www.bsg.org.au/projects-2/ 
4 https://byronbaytrain.com.au/>. 
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How the council can work with the community and other groups to 
address climate change 
Council can: 

• raise awareness about the climate emergency through existing council communications and 
in new ways – for example, council libraries can stock and promote key climate change 
resources that offer hope and inspire community action;5 

• show the community how to become politically active to lobby state and federal 
governments to act – for example, by encouraging community members to join local climate 
action groups such as Maldon CAN; 

• support community members experiencing profound fear, anxiety, anger and sorrow linked 
to the ecological crisis we are living through – for example, by running community 
workshops offering practices for eco-grief;6 

• join collective action by local councils across the country to lobby the Federal Government, 
creating a sense of urgency; and 

• embed climate action (mitigation and adaptation) into every level of council operations. 

What declaring a climate change emergency will mean to the 
community 
By declaring a climate emergency, the council is showing the community that it recognises the 
catastrophic changes to the world’s climate – happening right now – are being caused by human 
activity and resulting in a loss of a safe climate, which threatens all life on earth.  

It also shows council is committing to tackling climate change by taking urgent action at a scale and 
speed that will help to restore a safe climate.7 

 

Maldon Climate Action Network 
December 2019 
 

5 Milkwood’s list of good books for troubled times is a great starting point.  
6 L Johnson, Practices for Eco-grief, Resilience.org, 2019, <https://www.resilience.org/stories/2019-08-
16/practices-for-eco-grief/>. 
7  City of Darebin, Resource for Effective Local Government Climate Emergency Response: Darebin Council’s 
Climate Emergency Journey, City of Darebin, 2019, <http://www.darebin.vic.gov.au/en/Darebin-Living/Caring-
for-the-environment/EnergyClimate>. 
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MASC Climate Change Forum 
 
Submission from Maldon Inc        4 Dec 2019 
 
 
Introduction: 
 
We write in support of the MACNET petition, requesting that council 

- declare a climate emergency, 
- commit to a target of 100% renewable energy for council operations by 2025, and 
- commit to a target of net zero carbon emissions for the community by 2030. 

 
As the business association of Maldon, and also engaged in promoting the town to visitors, 
we fully understand that our local economy can be integrally involved in achieving these 
outcomes. We know that we must support all local businesses, especially those that are 
tourism-focused to adjust their activities and to invest in infrastructure that can take them 
into a low-carbon-emission future. We can only do so with the leadership and support of 
our council, and this can only occur if principles of sustainability and climate action are 
embedded at the foundation of council strategic planning. 
 
Resources available: 
 
MASC need not expend resources in developing strategies. At this stage there are other 
state LGAs that have already done so. For instance, Darebin City Council with their Climate 
Emergency Plan of 2017 have committed to assisting other local councils to develop 
complementary plans. 
 
More locally, Hepburn Shire Council have recently declared a climate emergency, and 
released its Community Transition Plan. This affords the opportunity for MASC to work with 
their neighbour in developing both a local and regional strategy. 
 
Even within our town, the Maldon Climate Action Network are already working on 
strategies for our community. The potential exists for MASC to tap into this existing network 
of committed volunteers.  
 
Symbolic and real-world action: 
 
The first step to real-world action is the symbolic commitment. When MASC shows the 
leadership that is necessary, other community and business groups such as ours can join in 
support. Without that leadership the task is beyond us. While such a declaration may be 
seen as symbolic, it is the vital first step to action. 
 
For one model of community action MASC already has Renewable Newstead within its 
boundaries. 
 
Maldon Inc propose a series of business-focused workshops, to inform traders, 
accommodation providers, caterers and other local businesses of actions available to them. 



These could range from the every-day, to more innovative solutions being implemented in 
other communities. These could follow from a community innovation forum where the 
creative minds and skills of our community could be put to use, drawing out and developing 
ideas. MASC is extraordinarily fortunate in having such a strong creative and can-do 
community to draw upon. 
 
Water use and management are critical to our community, both in everyday terms, but also 
in creating community amenity with water sensitive urban design strategies, healthy street 
trees, shade when it is needed in summer. Careful water harvesting and appropriate 
plantings are not only important for community well-being, they are critical as a response to 
fire in our region. Importantly, they also create an environment where tourism over 
summer is possible. It is within council’s remit to consider ways of encouraging water 
harvesting, and to develop a model of delivering water to our environment within our 
heritage streetscapes, while managing drainage. Maldon would be the perfect scale 
streetscape to trial these sorts of strategies, and changes to infrastructure, and this would 
flow perfectly from the existing Streetscape Project. 
 
As the long-term home of the VGR we are fully aware of the importance of this tourism 
asset to our region. Burning coal is perhaps unavoidable in the production of steam, but the 
organisation can still be supported to assess its operations within the frame of climate 
action, and potentially to innovate. We can think of no better way for our steam rail 
heritage to survive, and to draw interest and visitation. 
 
In conclusion: 
 
Maldon Inc is keen to work alongside MASC to develop a strategy that improves and 
strengthens our local businesses. We see this as a vital part of maintaining interest in our 
town, and of maintaining our relevance and amenity as a tourism asset for the area. We 
look forward to having the opportunity to do so, as part of a council that has joined forces 
with the LGAs who have already stepped forward. 
 
 
Kate Gamble 
President, Maldon Inc 
M 0409 376 263 



Submission to Mount Alexander Shire Council on Climate Change Forum 

Summary 

Our submission covers practical steps that the Council can take now to alleviate the effects of 
climate change. 

---------------- 

McKenzie Hill Action and Landcare Group works in the McKenzie Hill area of Castlemaine. In brief, 
our aim is to protect and enhance natural values in the area. We support council declaring a climate 
change emergency. Scientists have confirmed that climate change is accelerating. Our group 
encourages Council to act now, not just plan to take some action that is years in the future. 

Things the Council Can Do 

A. Requirements for New Residential Developments 

1. All new houses must have solar panels 
2. All new houses must have rainwater tanks to collect water from the roof 
3. Strongly encourage tanks to be plumbed so that toilets are flushed by rainwater 
4. Retain existing old native trees in subdivision 
5. Protect native trees in adjacent areas from damage when clearing for a subdivision 
6. Have open space (with suitable plantings) rather than accept additional fees for allowing a 

development without open space. 

B. Create bike paths and walkways connecting subdivisions 

C. Council Plantings 

You can’t beat climate change so best to adapt to it. Council should investigate native shrubs and 
trees that currently grow in warmer climes to the north to find those suitable for planting now and 
in the future. Melbourne City Council is doing this. 

D. Landfill Shop 

The landfill shop should be upgraded to better facilitate people re-using objects not needed by their 
original owners. 

E. More Recycling Options 

As happens overseas, there should be more options for disposing of recyclable items. For instance, 
separate bins for paper, plastics and glass. People should be encouraged to separate waste at the 
household level, and the council develop a plan to collect the separated waste. 

 

 

.  

 



29 November 2019 — Action on Climate Change submission to MAS 1 

Action for Climate Change submission by 
Mount Alexander Ecohousing Group (MAEG) 

 

Mount Alexander Ecohousing Group (MAEG) is a working group of 

Mount Alexander Sustainability Group (MASG). We hold irregular talks 

and tours on environmentally sustainable and affordable housing. MAEG 

promotes more sustainable housing and ways of living in our shire. 
 

We support reducing everyone’s ecological footprint — for instance, by 

economising on housing space, achieved by sharing housing as in cohousing 

models, multiple dwellings on shared land, smaller and tiny houses. All these 

kinds of initiatives reduce carbon emissions. 

 

Members of our group support the Mount Alexander Climate Change 

Emergency Team (MACET) petition, which requested Council to address the 

climate crisis by declaring a climate emergency, by committing to both a target 

of 100 per cent renewable energy for Council operations by 2025 and to a 

target of net zero carbon emissions for the community by 2030. 

 

MAEG’s aims (see flyer, page 2) are strongly aligned with these measures. 

Groups like ours enable and support a whole-of-community approach to 

addressing climate change. 

 

How can Council work with the community and other groups to 
address climate change?  
 

In particular, MAEG thinks that Council can improve its housing and planning 

regulations to enable housing that reduces emissions and adapts to climate 

change. Our council are could be a showcase, piloting such projects.  

 

Passive solar energy, use of sustainable materials including renewable 

sources of energy, sharing housing space and facilities, a cradle-to-grave 

approach with glass, thermal mass and insulation in the correct proportions — 

all enable households to lower their energy needs and have carbon zero or 

even carbon positive housing. 

 

We expect to work with all relevant council departments to enable residents to 

incorporate such sustainability initiatives. We can assist in creating fact sheets, 

adapting policies and promoting activities in this significant area of everyone’s 

lives. Improving housing requires a whole-of-community approach. 

 

Declaring a climate change emergency paves the way for the council to work 

pro-actively with community groups like ours in achieving appropriate 

responses to climate change. 



29 November 2019 — Action on Climate Change submission to MAS 2 

Mount Alexander Eco-Housing Group 
 

 
The Mount Alexander Eco-Housing Group (MAEG) is a working group of the Mount 
Alexander Sustainability Group (MASG). We aim to expand collective multi-dwelling 
housing across all townships in our shire by: 

 
• offering opportunities to visit and network with affordable, collectively-

governed and environmentally-sustainable housing communities in Victoria 
 

• advocating for various and numerous options for affordable, collectively-
governed and environmentally-sustainable housing communities 

 
• investigating housing needs and preferences amongst various demographics, 

including cohorts such as those aged 60 years and over — a growing 
proportion of our local populations 

 
• exploring collaborations with government agencies, not-for-profit organisations 

and entrepreneurs to develop theoretical and practical housing models  
 

• progressing specific practical affordable, collectively-governed and 
environmentally-sustainable housing proposals as pilot projects for broader 
application within this shire and beyond. 

 
The characteristics of the types of housing and communities that we value include: 
 

• intergenerational and inclusive housing for a diversity of residents 

• designs for shared space and facilities alongside private dwellings 

• participatory design involving all residents 

• adaptable and flexible building designs for use by different households 

• mixes of owner-occupiers and secure permanent tenants 

• mutual support between residents 

• models with specific housing for seniors, and affordable, low-income, options 

• clear structures and processes for administrating, governing and maintenance 

• transparent processes for entry and exit, and conflict resolution 

• opportunities for residents to be involved in building 

• use of sustainable building materials and processes 

• energy efficiency and renewable energy generation 

• water efficiency and water collection, storage and use on site. 

 

To get on our email list, make contact by emailing Sally-Rose Carbines — 
restoreandreplenish@bigpond.com or Anitra Nelson — anitra.nelson@rmit.edu.au 



Submission to the Mount Alexander Shire Council Climate Change Forum 

from Mount Alexander Shire Disability Advocacy Group (MASDAG). 

 

 

Disability and Climate Change: Planning for an Inclusive and 
Equitable Climate Transition 

 

 

 

1. Summary 

The impacts of climate change disproportionately threaten the rights and safety of 
people with disabilities. A human rights-response is therefore important for inclusive 
and equitable climate change adaptation. This submission outlines the impacts and 
recommended actions for planning an equitable climate transition for people with 
disabilities in the Mount Alexander Shire Council, in the areas of employment, energy 
in the home, transport, health, and disaster risk reduction and emergency relief 
planning. People with disabilities must be involved in the council's climate change 
adaptation plans, decision-making, and proposed strategies. 

 

2. Rights and Responsibilities 

Climate change affects every aspect of our daily lives. The Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, which includes the right to standards of living and security, food, 
water, shelter, mobility, and health care, are under threat because of the impacts of 
climate change. A human rights-response is therefore necessary for planning 
equitable climate change adaptation.  
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Climate change disproportionately impacts people living in poverty and those who 
are marginalised, particularly people with disabilities. Within the context of climate 
change, people with disabilities may be both resilient and at risk of vulnerability 
because of their intersecting experience; this includes the nature of their disability, 
their age, socioeconomic status, race, culture, language, gender, sexual orientation, 
marriage status, and employment. Therefore, an individual may experience multiple 
barriers and be at an increased risk of vulnerability. For example, women and the 
LGBQT+ community with disabilities are at risk of sexual and gender-based violence 
in disaster emergencies. 

Specific frameworks exist to protect the rights of people with disabilities. For 
example, the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities protects 
people with disabilities in situations of risk, humanitarian emergencies, and disasters. 
Additionally, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change-Paris 
Agreement has obligations to the human rights of marginalised groups, including 
those with disabilities. However, in July of this year, the UN Human Rights Council 
reported on the inadequate actions taken by human rights bodies and governments 
in addressing the impacts of climate change on people living in poverty.  

MASDAG seeks to work with the council, in line with the Victorian Climate Change 
Act's commitment to integrated decision making and community engagement, to 
situate people with disabilities in all levels of climate change adaptation. 

 

3. Climate Change Adaptation: Factors in planning an equitable climate transition 

 

3.1 Employment 

There is a strong correlation between poverty and vulnerability in disasters, 
therefore, improving the economic situation of people with disabilities will increase 
personal resilience. 

 

Recommendations 

Develop programs to support the employment of people with disabilities. 

Employ people with disabilities in the council’s climate change adaptation, disaster 
risk reduction and emergency relief plans and programs. 
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3.2 Energy in the Home 

People with disabilities face higher poverty rates on average. As energy costs 
increase, people with disabilities are at risk of compounding energy debt and energy 
disconnection. As a result, people may resort to reducing their energy use. Risk of 
vulnerability increases with extended periods of cold weather, damaging winds, 
rising temperatures, and more frequent heatwaves. People with disabilities, 
therefore, may not be able to cool or heat their homes, which can result in ill health 
and death, as experienced during the Victorian heatwave in 2009. Also, having 
insecure or no housing can further increase people’s vulnerability to extreme 
weather and disasters. 

In addition, the government's Solar Homes Scheme excludes people with disabilities 
who rent or are on a low income because of the cost. And finally, the second phase 
of the Victorian Solar Homes program may force tenants to pay for an upgrade to a 
house they don't own. 

 

Recommendations 

Support the expansion of existing energy efficiency subsidy schemes, such as the 
Energy Smart Public Housing and Energy Savvy Upgrade programs, to ensure that 
people with disabilities on a low income, renting or in public housing are not 
vulnerable to having their power disconnected and have comfortable homes that are 
cool and efficient to run. 

Support meaningful energy efficiency standards for renting to counter the lack of 
incentives for landlords to ensure properties are energy efficient and comfortable. 
Consider best practice examples, such as New Zealand Healthy Homes standards and 
staged standards for rental homes. 

Subsidise access to larger-scale renewables for financially disadvantaged people 
locked out of renewables. The council can support large scale community solar or 
solar farms (in line with action 17-ambitious energy efficiency projects of the 
council’s Climate Change Action Plan) on behalf of people who cannot access rooftop 
solar. 

Support the removal of the second phase of the Victorian Solar Homes, so people 
with disabilities do not have to pay the tenant co-payment. 
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Consult and collaborate with local energy and housing groups on these issues and 
support retrofits to include improved insulation and air conditioning. 

Develop community education and accessible materials on simple, inexpensive ways 
to keep the home cool and comfortable. 

 

3.3 Transport 

People with disabilities and those living in regional areas can be left behind in the 
transition to lower emissions transport because of the cost. People with disabilities 
benefit from public transport, but many barriers make public transport inaccessible. 
Barriers include inaccessible buses, inadequate shelters, extended waiting times for 
buses and taxies, and limited bus routes and stops. 

 

Recommendations 

When the council renews its fleet of buses, they need to ensure all the buses are 
universally accessible. This can form part of the council’s renewable transport energy 
actions 6, 7, 8, 61, and 62 in their Climate Change Action Plan. 

Expand the community bus routes. Expand the frequency of bus times and 
availability of taxies. Provide adequate and accessible waiting shelters and ensure 
information about community transport is accessible for people with disabilities. 

The bus fleet can be multipurpose, for example, transporting people with disabilities 
to cooling shelters in heatwaves or emergencies. 

 

3.4 Health 

In September 2019 the Australian Medical Association recognised climate change as 
a health emergency. Those most vulnerable to rising temperatures and heatwaves 
include people with heart conditions, conditions that make it difficult to regulate 
body temperature, chronic health conditions, older people, people taking 
medication, pregnant and breastfeeding mothers, children, and those with 
disabilities. People with disabilities and preexisting health conditions will face 
barriers to health services.  
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Other impacts include unsafe drinking water which can lead to bacterial infections 
and insect-borne diseases. Scarce, expensive, and low nutritional value 
food. Respiratory and allergic illnesses, such as thunderstorm asthma. Psychosocial 
impacts on mental well-being, including grief from the loss of familiar places, which 
will particularly impact Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians. 

 

Recommendations 

Develop a health and human services climate change adaptation plan for the shire, 
as the council’s Public Health and Wellbeing Plan 2013-2017 needs urgent updating 
in the context of climate change and disability. MASDAG should become a member 
of the Mount Alexander Health and Wellbeing Forum to participate in this plan. 

Promote community adaptation to health risks for people with disabilities through 
education and awareness-raising. For example, educate the community about best 
practice in heatwaves and provide accessible information. 

Designate accessible community cool shelters in times of heat waves (such as the 
library). Provide trained staff in disability etiquette, LGBQT+ affirmative care and 
inclusive cultural practices. Facilitate accessible travel to these cool shelters. 
Promote these cool shelters with accessible information. 

Develop survival garden programs based on development organisation CBM’s 
(formerly Christian Blind Mission) work in the Niger with people with disabilities.  

 

3.5 Disaster Risk Reduction and Emergency Relief Planning 

People with disabilities are particularly vulnerable to extreme weather and disasters, 
which will increase with climate change. However, people with disabilities are not 
considered in disaster risk reduction planning and emergency relief, as experienced 
in Hurricane Katrina. People with disabilities have difficulty evacuating areas and 
buildings, finding accessible shelter and medical and personal support. They may also 
face difficulties accessing clean water and food and face robbery or abuse. They may 
lose their employment, home, possessions and support networks. For people with 
disabilities, vulnerability may also increase with a lack of accessible information and a 
lack of data about people with disabilities in emergencies.  

 

5 
 



Recommendations 

The council needs to develop, in collaboration with the community sector, 
emergency sector, MASDAG and residents with disabilities, an accessible disaster risk 
reduction and emergency relief plan, as the current Northern Victoria Integrated 
Municipal Emergency Management Plan: Mount Alexander Shire is inadequate. 

A new plan should explore the recommendations below: 

Develop a strong connection between the community sector and local emergency 
management. The community sector possesses a detailed understanding of 
community networks and vulnerable people and are therefore important 
stakeholders in developing disaster risk reduction and emergency relief. 

Collaborate with organisations in different sectors and at different scales to develop 
specific knowledge about intersectional vulnerabilities for people with disabilities in 
emergencies, for example, the First People's Disability Network, Rainbow Health 
Victoria, and Women with Disabilities Victoria.  

Develop accessible and early warning communication systems and information for 
people with disabilities. 

Develop accessible community education and awareness-raising programs around 
disaster risk reduction. The local Able Radio program on main FM is an excellent 
platform to promote this.  

Develop accessible bushfire information sessions specifically for people with 
disabilities.  

Develop accessible informational material to increase personal resilience. For 
example, accessible information about upcoming extreme events and heat waves, 
information about the Victorian emergency app and its accessibility, and information 
on how to access disaster relief agencies. 

Educate and raise awareness about people with disabilities in emergency scenarios in 
public facilities and institutions such as schools, nursing homes and businesses. 

Develop an information resource centre on disability and registry system for the 
shire, to allow for early identification of people with disabilities in emergencies, as 
developed in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina. 
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Develop awareness and education in the community, emergency and disability 
sectors around people with disabilities complex emergency plans. For example, an 
emergency plan may include the need to access power for wheelchairs and scooters, 
longer time travelling, housing for assistance animals, and extra medication and 
equipment.  

Guaranteed accessible and respectful evacuation via the disability registration 
system. 

Accessible and timely evacuation transport. 

Provide accessible and safe cooling emergency shelters with air conditioning, 
assisted communication devices, sign language interpreters and braille materials. 
Provide trained staff in disability etiquette, LGBQT+ affirmative care and inclusive 
cultural practices. Provide calm sensory-safe spaces. Provide access to power for 
wheelchairs and extra medical equipment. 

Provide accessible, appropriate and safe housing in emergencies. 
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Mount Alexander Shire Disability Advocacy Group (MASDAG) 
 

ACTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE 

MOUNT ALEANDER SHIRE COUNCIL CLIMATE CHANGE 
FORUM 

Register interest to speak: 

Lorraine le Plastrier 

P.O. Box 762 Castlemaine 3450 

0354725216 

labrys46@gmail.com 

1. OVERVIEW: We have a history of 60,000 years of Care of Country by our 
Djaara people. We recognise that care and love of country is a proud tradition to 
be continued 

2. I would like to propose two practical aspects for Council to develop:  

A. Possible checklists for delivery to every individual household in our Shire to 
improve their actions to address climate Change covering:  

Energy Basic for householders: 

Heating and Cooling  

Lighting  

Reducing waste 

Transport  

Appliances 

Find the best energy deal 

Hot water systems 

Pool pumps 

Solar PV and batteries 

Water efficiency  

mailto:labrys46@gmail.com


Household guides 

(energy.gov.au is a good source for council staff members to peruse.) 

B. Promote use of Public Transport. 

-Existing Bus stops and access be examined for safety and availability. 
MASDAG-Mount Alexander Shire Disability Advocacy Group would be 
happy to assist Council in this aspect. 

-Promote: Timetables 

-Promote: use of Electric Scooters and Chairs with Lithium batteries 

-Promote: “Charging Points for Scooters and Chairs and Bikes in all of our 
Shire towns. 

-Promote: accessible Public transport to be available for use for covering 
Emergency Situations 

-Promote: Park and Ride facilities with connections to Public transport 

-Promote: cycling including electric assist Bicycles (helpful on our hills!) 

-Promote: walking 

-Promote :walking and cycling to school 

(BassCoast.Vic.gov.au is a good source to look at.) 

 

http://energy.gov.au/
http://basscoast.vic.gov.au/


Submission from the First Nations Youth Leadership Program- on Camp. 
 
How they feel 
We need change 
We don’t have a planet B 
This is our planet, not yours 
No more greed 
Don't make choices with ego and power  
Stop ruining our future 
 
Ideas 
We need to increase cultural burns 
Safe spots to leave bikes 
Community run fruit and veg patch 
Have a compost bins- green waste 
Solar on all public buildings 
Shelter for kids to go in bad weather, with solar panels for lights and charging ports 
Support the weekly farmers market 
Educated people of all ages on the science behind climate change 
No mayor over 40 
Youth to be part of Council- Co chair with mayor 
Places to refill water bottles 
Solar powered car charging ports 
Community access to self-composting systems 
Support youth climate strikes, listen to our youth 
Support climate strikes/encourage them 
Make our community more aware of climate change, and make more eco community 
events to raise awareness 
More talks about our climate, resulting in measurable outcomes 
Less packaging in shops 
Stop plastic packaging in shops 
No plastic bags 
 
Declare a climate emergency 
 
 



   

 

Rural Australians for Refugees (RAR) Castlemaine 

Submission to Mount Alexander Shire Climate Change Forum 

 

Rural Australians for Refugees, Castlemaine, is pleased to make a submission to Council about the 
importance of action on climate change.  We thank Council for this opportunity, and for the ongoing 
constructive engagement we have with Council. 

Who we are 

RAR Castlemaine is an incorporated association with an 18year history in Castlemaine. We have an 
active cohort of members as well as a supporter base of more than 300 people connected to a range 
of faith and other community groups in the Shire.  Our priorities are:  

• Advocating for human rights for refugees and people seeking asylum,  
• Raising awareness and working towards creating a welcoming community, locally and 

nationally,  
• Directly supporting refugees and asylum seekers in the Shire and wider community 

materially and with advice.   
The national RAR network comprises 60 groups and affiliates across six states in regional and rural 
Australia  
 

Climate change and Refugees 

International context 

The UNHCR (the UN Refugee Agency) recognises that that the Earth’s climate is changing at a rate 
that has exceeded most scientific forecasts and that that ‘climate, environmental degradation and 
natural disasters increasingly interact with the drivers of refugee movements.’ Most of the refugee 
movements are internal to a country and it estimates that 18.8 million of these internal movements 
occurred in 2017. However cross border movements occur where conflict or violence has interacted 
with disaster or adverse effects of climate change. (https://www.unhcr.org/en-au/climate-change-
and-disasters.html)  

The war in Syria and its resultant cross border displacement of people had as one of its causes the 
severe drought that was probably linked to climate change. Australia accepted 12,000 of these 
refugees.  

(https://www.reuters.com/article/us-climatechange-conflict-arabspring/climate-stress-drove-wave-
of-arab-springrefugees-researchers-idUSKCN1PH23B) 

https://www.unhcr.org/en-au/climate-change-and-disasters.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-au/climate-change-and-disasters.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-climatechange-conflict-arabspring/climate-stress-drove-wave-of-arab-springrefugees-researchers-idUSKCN1PH23B
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-climatechange-conflict-arabspring/climate-stress-drove-wave-of-arab-springrefugees-researchers-idUSKCN1PH23B


Drought and violence and cross border movements are currently threatening in West Africa. Within 
our own Pacific region low lying islands may not have the choice of internal movement of climate 
refugees. 

National context 

On 14 December 2018, the federal Government commissioned an independent Review into 
Integration, Employment and Settlement Outcomes for Refugees and Humanitarian Entrants (the 
Review). 

The Review was led by Professor Peter Shergold AC. Its Report was released on 22 November 2019 
and dealt with how refugees can be better supported in regional areas.  It recommended that 
opportunities for settling more refugees in regional areas should be actively encouraged together 
with improved services. (https://apo.org.au/node/268836). The Minister for Immigration 
subsequently announced that up to one half of Humanitarian entrants will be settled in regional 
Australia. 

In anticipation of the Review findings the State Government has placed Strategic Coordinators in 6 
different locations – including Central Victoria - to help prepare local councils and communities 
through coordinated place-based planning. 

Separately thousands of asylum seekers waiting for decisions on their cases are being actively 
“encouraged” to work in regional towns – both through the promise of future permanent residence 
but also through the withdrawal of any social benefits.   

It is likely that Bendigo will increasingly become a hub for more refugee settlement with a flow on 
effect into MASC communities and to employment opportunities at DonKR, the CHS and so on. 

Separately too there is connection to flow of islander and asylum seeker workers into the 
horticultural industry.  As Pacific nations see the effects of climate change on their subsistence it is 
towns servicing this industry that will first need to respond to the effects of climate refugee 
movements.      

Local context 

Under the high emissions scenario, maximum temperatures in Loddon Campaspe are expected to 
show a median increase of 1.4°C by the 2030s (2020– 2039), compared to 1986–2005. By mid-
century, the increase is likely to be greater, with a median of 
2.4°C.(https://www.climatechange.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0039/429879/Loddon-
Campaspe-Climate-Projections-2019.pdf NOTE: the high emissions scenario excludes tipping point 
emissions, such as from big methane releases from the Arctic or seabed caused by changes to ocean 
circulation). This will result in more days over 35 degrees with concomitant heat stress and fire 
danger, and reduced rainfall falling more intensely, and more storms.  

In these conditions, adaptation will be difficult for those born here who have established networks. 
It will be even more so for newcomers with little or no English, often with a history of trauma and 
sometimes with minimal material resources.  
 

 
 

https://apo.org.au/node/268836
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Response to Councillors’ questions - as related to refugees. 
1. What do community members think Council could be doing within its operations to reduce 
emissions and adapt to climate change?  

Climate change in the local area will severely impact our community in terms of reduced agricultural 
production, increased numbers of emergencies, reduced attractiveness of the area for living, leading 
to unwanted impacts on our economy. 

By following its plan to achieve zero net emissions for its own operations Council can show 
leadership and has a firm platform on which to stand when advocating to other levels of 
government. 

 

In terms of adaptation and refugees, Council will need to consider how to engage refugees: 

• in preparing for emergencies, including heat 
• as volunteers in local volunteer services, including our emergency services. Refugees bring 

many skills and with them and could be a good resource at a time when our volunteers are 
ageing  

• in the local economy and schools and clubs as a way of bolstering the local economy 
• in the continuous adaptation process, as they will have had to have adaptation skills to have 

made it to our region. 
 

2. What should the community be doing to reduce emissions and adapt to climate change 

Refugees are generally not wealthy, and along with other poorer people emit far less carbon into the 
atmosphere. However, they may need to know more about managing heat in their homes and their 
electricity bills and this could be a role for RAR and other community groups 

 

3. How can Council work with the community and other groups to address climate change? 

On current predictions, even if we stop emitting carbon now, the average global temperature is 
likely to rise by 2 degrees. As a community we are going to have to continue to adapt. Whatever 
mechanism Council sets up for managing its discussions with the community on climate change it 
needs to ensure that refugees are included. 

 

4. What would declaring a climate change emergency mean to the community?  

To RAR it would mean a lot. Central Victoria is already seeing an increase in asylum seekers and 
islanders working “below the radar” and being exploited and/or needing support to find it and 
accommodation and requests for support.  Climate change is implicated in causing people to 
become refugees and Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions have continued to rise despite the Paris 
Climate agreements. Many local governments in Australia and overseas have declared a climate 
emergency, whole countries have declared, including the UK, many professional organisations have 
declared. Given that our region is being impacted Council should be advocating on behalf of its 
citizens to Federal and state government.  

It isn’t that difficult or expensive for the governments to make big positive changes right now, so 
asking for action is not a request for significant resources. Economist Ross Garnaut in his new book, 



Superpower, says that Australia could set a path to 100% renewable electricity, a highly reliable grid 
and significantly cheaper wholesale prices than today by introducing a handful of policies consistent 
with the Morrison government’s election platform. (https://www.theguardian.com/australia-
news/2019/nov/06/ross-garnaut-three-policies-will-set-australia-on-a-path-to-100-renewable-
energy) 

It can be any colour of politics that develop innovative paths, too. On 22 November 2019 the NSW 
government announced: 

“NSW will rewrite electricity market rules to create a giant renewable energy zone, pour money into 
hydrogen, and spur consumers to offset carbon emissions in a landmark policy aimed at shifting the 
national debate over climate change. 

Energy and Environment Minister Matt Kean said his plans offered a path "to end the climate wars 
and achieve net-zero [carbon] emissions by 2050" and stoke economic growth. 

 

"It’s a Liberal government actually wanting to tackle climate change seriously and take a different 
approach to how everyone else has done it," he said. 

"Politically, if this works, it sets the model for how you do climate action in the country." 

https://www.smh.com.au/national/this-is-how-you-do-climate-nsw-unveils-plans-for-a-renewable-
energy-short-cut-20191122-p53d25.html 

 

In summary RAR believes that there are risks involved in NOT responding to climate change 
proactively and with a degree of urgency.  They include: 

- dealing with increasing community health and safety impacts from heat and fire and the 
availability especially for younger and older residents.  

- the related issue of increasing population in a climate constrained context from migration 
and refugee settlement in a climate constrained context  

- related pressures to respond to demands for waste management, affordable energy   
- the need to pay for a response in a rate-capped and funding constrained context.  

 

RAR thanks Council for this opportunity and looks forward to continuing to work collaboratively with 
council. 

 

Contact for queries and further information 

Margaret Rasa 

Secretary  

rarcastlemaine@gmail.com  

0428839100 
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SES Castlemaine Unit Submission to Mount Alexander Shire Council Climate Change 
Forum 

Climate change modelling used by VICSES shows increasing intense events of longer 
duration and multiple events such as fire, heatwave and storm, all at the same time.  

Climate change will increase demand for VISSES services. 

“We know that the impacts and costs of extreme weather events are expected to 
increase. This may lead to an increase in community reliance on the emergency 
management sector when faced with future emergency events, with a consequent 
greater demand on services.“ 

VICSES - Community Resilience Strategy 2016-2019 

In the shire of Mount Alexander the combined impact of a growing population, increased 
road and rail traffic, increased tourism and more frequent extreme weather will combine to 
significantly increase the demand on the Castlemaine unit of VICSES. 

The surge in demand which accompanies extreme weather events equipment typically 
requires several emergency crews to be working concurrently – this means more vehicles, 
more equipment and more VICSES volunteers (for example the high winds in late November 
2019 produced over 50 calls for help in 9 hours). 

To meet this increase in operations it is anticipated that the Castlemaine unit of VICSES will 
require significantly enlarged and relocated headquarters (the existing SES sheds are located 
in an area at risk of flooding).  

The land currently used by the Castlemaine Unit of VICSES is rented from Council and a 
discounted rate. However, due to the anticipated growth in demand for services and the 
increased risk of flooding, a larger block of land away from flood / bushfire prone areas will 
be required. 

Apart from a new headquarters, VICSES, the Council and community will need to work more 
closely together to improve community resilience. 

Strengthening community resilience by working in close partnership with local 
communities is a key strategy of VICSES… 

The role of the community in disaster resilience is based on individuals taking their 
share of responsibility for preventing, preparing for, responding to and recovering 
from disasters. They can do this by drawing on guidance, resources and policies of 
government and other sources such as community organisations.  

The strategy enables VICSES to support communities to better understand the who, 
what, when and how for emergency events by:   

•        building competency in knowing what to do in the future  

•        increasing their individual capacity and capability to respond  



•        increasing awareness of their role, and role of VICSES and others in the 
community  

•        realising the positive outcomes of preparing for future emergencies 

VICSES Community Resilience Strategy 2016-2019 

The following table shows the expected change in Castlemaine SES Unit Call Outs: 

Call Type Change in 
demand (to 
2029) 

Notes 

Floods Increase  Increase due to extreme weather events 
Storms Increase Increase due to extreme weather events 
Road Rescue Increase Increase in road users. 
Search and Rescue Increase Increase due to increased tourism to the area. 
Bushfire support Increase Increase due to extreme weather events 
Emergency 
Management 
Planning & Support 

Increase Increase due to extreme weather events 

Earthquakes Unlikely   
Tsunamis Unlikely   

  

In 2017-2018 Victoria State Emergency Service (VICSES) responded to more than 27,000 
emergency incidents across the state, contributing a total of 263,259 hours helping Victorians 
in need. VICSES is the control agency for flood, storm, tsunami, earthquake and landslide 
throughout Victoria, and provide the largest road rescue network in Australia. 
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Summary 
We support the Mount Alexander Shire Council in declaring a climate emergency. 
Local Government is a crucial leader and enabler to convene processes and plans that assist us 
prepare and adapt to the challenges that the climate crisis is creating in our community.  
An emergency declaration conveys the severity and urgency of the issue to members of our 
community who may otherwise not be engaged or aware of the crisis, and therefore may not 
participate or prepare adequately for the challenges ahead. 
The impacts of the climate crisis are being felt across our shire now. The probable impacts on 
our animals and farming enterprises is significant. The role that can Australians can play in the 
global response to the climate crisis will be vital if our civilisation is going to avert a runaway 
greenhouse catastrophe.  
Veterinarians within the shire are extremely concerned about the climate crisis and are willing to 
work with the Council in assisting residents plan and adapt. 

Climate Emergency- Is here now 
We are currently in a climate emergency. As a community we need to recognise that fact as the 
first step to planning how to adapt and respond. The concept of a climate emergency is well 

1 
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founded scientifically with 11,000 of the world’s leading climate scientists in October declaring 
that we are in a  “climate emergency”1.  
They state that the climate crisis is going to worsen without unprecedented and sustained 
emission reductions. Unfortunately we are a long way off that occurring with global Greenhouse 
gas emissions continuing to rise2, and Australia’s greenhouse emissions also still rising3. If 
continue to rise scientists warn we will go beyond 1.5 degrees of warming which could trigger a 
“hothouse earth” scenario resulting in a world barely habitable for humans with major population 
losses around the globe and an unprecedented mass extinction of plant and animal species. On 
our current warming and emission trajectory we may cross the point of no return threshold 
within the next 10 years4.  
 

Impacts to Animals  
We will not discuss the impacts of the climate crisis on human health,infrastructure, water 
supply, food security and biodiversity.There are better qualified experts to address this worrying 
impacts. We will focus our brief submission to the impacts of the climate crisis on animal well 
being. 
 
The CSIRO has predicted that the climate of Central Victoria5 and Mount Alexander Shire will 
be dramatically altered by the current climate change trajectory. Those alterations include a 
dramatic increase in the duration and severity of the fireseason and heat waves, increases in 
severe weather incidents and a decrease in rainfall, especially during Springtime (such as we 
have just experienced). 
 

1 World’s Scientists Warning of Climate Emergency Smithsonian Institute accessed Dec 1 2019 
https://academic.oup.com/bioscience/advance-article/doi/10.1093/biosci/biz088/5610806 
2 Climate change: Another year of record gas emissions, warns UN meteorological agency 
accessed United Nations Environment Agency Dec 1 2019 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/11/1052111 
3 Australia's carbon emissions continue to rise despite Government assurances about climate 
change policy accessed ABC news accessed Dec 1 2019 https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-
08-30/emissions-drop-but-year-long-trend-on-the-rise/11464816 
4 “we’re on track to blow through the entirety of the remaining carbon budget for a likely chance 
of limiting warming to 1.5° by 2030.” IPCC report analysis in World Resouces Institute accessed 
Dec 1 2019 https://www.wri.org/blog/2018/10/according-new-ipcc-report-world-track-exceed-its-
carbon-budget-12-years 
5 CSIRO Future Climate CSIRO publications Accessed Dec 1 2019 
https://www.csiro.au/en/Research/OandA/Areas/Assessing-our-climate/State-of-the-Climate-2018/Future-
climate 
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Bushfire 
The number or fire days where the Forest Fire Danger Index is greater than the 95th percentile 
(Extreme fire danger or higher) is projected to increase by over 11 days per year by 20506 
Obviously bushfires pose a significant direct threat to animal health of wildlife and domestic 
animals in the Shire.  Current plans and information regarding the safe housing of companion 
animals (especially larger companion species like horses ) during code red or catastrophic fire 
risk days is in our opinion severely lacking. For example the Neighbourhood Safer Places - 
bushfire places of last resort within the Shire, do not have provisions for pets or other animals 
and my not be staffed by emergency personal7. We believe that many people will be  unable to 
provide safe options for their animal charges during bushfire episodes which may force some of 
them to take unsafe risks- putting their lives and the lives of firefighters at increased risk. 
 
The fear of bushfires also impacts significantly on the mental health of residents worried about 
protecting their companion animals and livestock.  
 

Heatwaves  
The number of extremely hot days and the maximum reached during those events are both 
predicted to increase dramatically in Central Victoria- with a doubling or quadrupling of the 
number  of extreme heat days (from 4 annually to between 8-16 by 2050)  and a 2 ½ degree 
increase in the maximum8 reached during those heatwaves9. 
Heatwaves are a leading cause of climate related mortality in people and in Australia They have 
been responsible for more human deaths than any other natural hazard, including bushfires, 
storms, tropical cyclones and floods10. 
Climate related heatwaves are already causing significant impacts to wildlife- with mass deaths 
seen this year of Flying Foxes in Gippsland11 and fish in the Darling12 river basin and other 

6 Vic Climate Projections 2019 Regional Report - Loddon Campaspe.pdf accessed Dec 1 2019 
https:/ /www.climatechangeinaustralia.gov.au/media/ccia/2.1.6/ cms_page_media/508/Vic%20Clim
ate%20Projections%202019%20Regional%20Report%20-%20Loddon%20Campaspe.pdf 
7 Safer Places CFA webportal for Mount Alexander Shire region. accessed Dec 1 2019 
http://www.saferplaces.cfa.vic.gov.au/cfa/search/default.htm  
8 Vic Climate Projections 2019 Regional Report - Loddon Campaspe.pdf accessed Dec 1 2019 
https:/ /www.climatechangeinaustralia.gov.au/media/ccia/2.1.6/ cms_page_media/508/Vic%20Clim
ate%20Projections%202019%20Regional%20Report%20-%20Loddon%20Campaspe.pdf 
9 Ibid 
10 Heatwaves, NSW Department of Environment Website accessed Dec 1 2019 
https://climatechange.environment.nsw.gov.au/Impacts-of-climate-change/Heat/Heatwaves 
11 More than 2,000 flying foxes die from heat stress in eastern Victoria accessed ABC news 
accessed Dec 1 2019 https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-01-29/flying-foxes-die-from-heat-
stress-eastern-victoria/10756426 
12 Fish deaths in the Basin accessed Murry Darling Basin Authority accessed Dec 1 2019 
https://www.mdba.gov.au/managing-water/drought-murray-darling-basin/fish-deaths-basin 
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wildlife. The impacts on small birds and nocturnal mammals in this region is likely to be severe 
and underreported.  
 
As Veterinarians we see a significant increase in the admission of animals for a variety of health 
issues during heat waves.This has financial and psychological impacts for the owners of those 
pets. 
 
The impact of prolonged heat waves on production animals is also significant- with many farms 
in the region likely to suffer livestock deaths and dramatic drops in productivity. An excellent 
summary of these impacts is available from an article published by researchers from the 
University of Melbourne. 
“The greatest risks stem from extreme events such as heatwaves and droughts, as they are 
less predictable and much more difficult to adapt to than gradual changes. 
Dairy animals are particularly affected by heatwaves, which can not only reduce milk production, 
but, as the NSW heatwave illustrated, cause illness or death. Further, the effects on milk 
production and the protein content of the milk can last for several weeks.”13  
 
It is likely that livestock production in our region is going to be dramatically impacted by climate 
change which is currently not well planned for or understood. There are adaptive responses that 
can be undertaken to mitigate some of these impacts to animal production but many of those 
changes require significant resources and have long implementation times (growing shade 
shelters, the creation of areas for cooling sprays, alterations to genetic makeup of herds to 
increase heat stress tolerance for example) 

Mount Alexander Shire Community Responses 
 
By working with a wide cross section of the community the Mount Alexander Shire council is 
engaging in a broader conversation around the climate emergency. This conversation should 
include actions to mitigate further emissions and assist residents to adapt to the climate crisis as 
it is unfolding. We support the Shire council declaring a climate emergency to enable these 
conversations to be held with the appropriate degree of urgency and resourcing. 
 

Mitigation 
There is a deeply flawed misconception, widely promoted by vested interests wanting to delay 
climate action, that Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions are insignificant globally and thus any 
actions we take are unimportant. This ignores the fact that Australians are amongst the world’s 

13 Severe heatwaves show the need to adapt livestock management for climate, The 
Conversation accessed Dec 1 2019 http://theconversation.com/severe-heatwaves-show-the-
need-to-adapt-livestock-management-for-climate-73447 
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highest per capita greenhouse gas emitters  (no 2 in the world- just behind Saudi Arabia14) and 
we are the third largest exporter of fossil fuels in the world (only behind Saudi Arabia and 
Russia)15. On our current pathway Australia’s direct and exported fossil fuels will contribute over 
13% and possibly up to 17% of the world’s TOTAL greenhouse emissions by 203016. What 
happens to fossil fuel production and use in Australia will be hugely significant global if we are to 
dramatically cut greenhouse gas emissions down to levels needed to keep warming under 
1.5°C17. Warming levels greater than this risk runaway greenhouse scenarios and place 
hundreds of millions of people’s lives in jeopardy.18 
 
Mount Alexander Shire Council has been proactive in reducing it’s direct greenhouse gas 
emissions and assisting residents and businesses take action. However the nature of the 
emergency would indicate that that all of us need to ramp up our mitigation efforts and the 
emergency declaration by council will assist the community and local businesses understand 
their role and the urgency of the situation. 

Adaptation 
 
Residents and organisations of MA Shire need to plan for how we can help reduce the impacts 
of the current amount of climate breakdown on many aspects of our community, including our 
production animals, companions and wildlife. We also need to start planning for the impacts of 
further warming and instability of our climate. 
This planning has barely started. We welcome the chance to assist in developing and 
implementing those plans.  

14 Each Countries Share of CO2 emissions, Union of Concerned Scientists accessed Dec 1 2019 
https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/each-countrys-share-co2-emissions 
15 Australia is the world's third-largest exporter of CO2 in fossil fuels, ABC news accessed Dec 1 
2019 https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2019-08-19/australia-co2-exports-third-highest-
worldwide/11420654 
16 Australia will emit 13pc of world's carbon by 2030 Australian Financial Review accessed Dec 
1 2019 https://www.afr.com/companies/energy/australia-will-emit-13pc-of-world-s-carbon-by-
2030-20190707-p524vf 
 
17 “Emissions need to fall  of 7.6 per cent per year from 2020 to 2030 if we are to have a 60% 
chance of limiting warming to 1.5 degrees” From IPCC report on 1.5 degrees accessed dec 1 
2019 https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/06/SR15_Full_Report_High_Res.pdf 
 
18 Ibid 

5 

                                                

https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/each-countrys-share-co2-emissions
https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2019-08-19/australia-co2-exports-third-highest-worldwide/11420654
https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2019-08-19/australia-co2-exports-third-highest-worldwide/11420654
https://www.afr.com/companies/energy/australia-will-emit-13pc-of-world-s-carbon-by-2030-20190707-p524vf
https://www.afr.com/companies/energy/australia-will-emit-13pc-of-world-s-carbon-by-2030-20190707-p524vf
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2019/06/SR15_Full_Report_High_Res.pdf

	01 Table of Contents - Orgs
	125 Mount Alex Businesses
	Arizona Uni
	Australian Tiny House Association
	Living in Tiny Homes is Good for The Planet, Study Says
	Tiny Homes Are Very Eco-Friendly, New Research Confirms
	Downsizing for climate change: The tiny homes movement is growing in size
	A recent survey by the Australian Tiny House Association has shown that of those surveyed and interested in tiny homes for community reasons, 82% not currently living in a tiny house, would like to one day live in a tiny house.
	I would like to suggest that council allow for long term living in tiny homes on wheels, where tiny homes can be placed in various locations, including in back yards where there is an existing house, as a proactive response to climate change (as well ...
	Many thanks for your consideration.
	Sincerely,
	Jan Stewart

	Australian Tiny Houses ATHA Survey Report
	Australian Tiny house Association (ATHA) Survey Report Tiny houses
	Executive Summary
	Overview
	Demographics
	Type and Location of tiny house
	Cost of Tiny houses
	Tiny house Construction
	Building the tiny house
	Why live in a tiny house?
	Design
	Council Regulations
	Environment and Community
	Affordability



	Bendigo and Adelaide Bank
	Blue Environment
	Business Mount Alexander
	Castlemaine Landcare Group
	Central Vic Climate Action
	CHIRP Community
	Councils Youth Advisory Group
	Crossroads Town Planning
	Cycle Safe
	Extinction Rebellion
	Fryserstown Community Reserve
	Kindergarten Cluster
	MACET_Climate_Submission_IlkaV3
	Maldon CAN climate change
	Summary
	Maldon Climate Action Network
	What the council can do within its operations to reduce emissions and adapt to climate change
	What the community can do to reduce emissions and adapt to climate change
	How the council can work with the community and other groups to address climate change
	What declaring a climate change emergency will mean to the community

	Maldon Neighbourhood Centre and Castlemaine Community House
	MaldonInc-MASC ClimateChange
	McKenzue Hill
	Mount Alexander eco housing
	Mount Alexander Shire Disability Advocacy Group (MASDAG)
	Submission to the Mount Alexander Shire Council Climate Change Forum
	from Mount Alexander Shire Disability Advocacy Group (MASDAG).
	Disability and Climate Change: Planning for an Inclusive and Equitable Climate Transition
	1. Summary
	The impacts of climate change disproportionately threaten the rights and safety of people with disabilities. A human rights-response is therefore important for inclusive and equitable climate change adaptation. This submission outlines the impacts and...
	2. Rights and Responsibilities
	Climate change affects every aspect of our daily lives. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which includes the right to standards of living and security, food, water, shelter, mobility, and health care, are under threat because of the impacts o...
	Climate change disproportionately impacts people living in poverty and those who are marginalised, particularly people with disabilities. Within the context of climate change, people with disabilities may be both resilient and at risk of vulnerability...
	Specific frameworks exist to protect the rights of people with disabilities. For example, the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities protects people with disabilities in situations of risk, humanitarian emergencies, and disasters. Ad...
	MASDAG seeks to work with the council, in line with the Victorian Climate Change Act's commitment to integrated decision making and community engagement, to situate people with disabilities in all levels of climate change adaptation.
	3. Climate Change Adaptation: Factors in planning an equitable climate transition
	3.1 Employment
	There is a strong correlation between poverty and vulnerability in disasters, therefore, improving the economic situation of people with disabilities will increase personal resilience.
	Recommendations
	Develop programs to support the employment of people with disabilities.
	Employ people with disabilities in the council’s climate change adaptation, disaster risk reduction and emergency relief plans and programs.
	3.2 Energy in the Home
	People with disabilities face higher poverty rates on average. As energy costs increase, people with disabilities are at risk of compounding energy debt and energy disconnection. As a result, people may resort to reducing their energy use. Risk of vul...
	In addition, the government's Solar Homes Scheme excludes people with disabilities who rent or are on a low income because of the cost. And finally, the second phase of the Victorian Solar Homes program may force tenants to pay for an upgrade to a hou...
	Recommendations
	Support the expansion of existing energy efficiency subsidy schemes, such as the Energy Smart Public Housing and Energy Savvy Upgrade programs, to ensure that people with disabilities on a low income, renting or in public housing are not vulnerable to...
	Support meaningful energy efficiency standards for renting to counter the lack of incentives for landlords to ensure properties are energy efficient and comfortable. Consider best practice examples, such as New Zealand Healthy Homes standards and stag...
	Subsidise access to larger-scale renewables for financially disadvantaged people locked out of renewables. The council can support large scale community solar or solar farms (in line with action 17-ambitious energy efficiency projects of the council’s...
	Support the removal of the second phase of the Victorian Solar Homes, so people with disabilities do not have to pay the tenant co-payment.
	Consult and collaborate with local energy and housing groups on these issues and support retrofits to include improved insulation and air conditioning.
	Develop community education and accessible materials on simple, inexpensive ways to keep the home cool and comfortable.
	3.3 Transport
	People with disabilities and those living in regional areas can be left behind in the transition to lower emissions transport because of the cost. People with disabilities benefit from public transport, but many barriers make public transport inaccess...
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