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Traditional Owners
Mount Alexander Shire Council acknowledges the 
Dja Dja Wurrung as the traditional owners of the 
lands and waters (Djandak) of Mount Alexander 
Shire.
Council acknowledges the vital role of the traditional 
owners and that European colonisation caused 
disruption and grief to the indigenous population 
including alienation from their traditional Country 
(Djandak) and their cultural practices.

Council acknowledges that with strength and 
wisdom Dja Dja Wurrung people proudly survive 
and continue to practice their culture and customs, 
experiencing a close cultural, spiritual, physical, 
social, historical and economic relationship with 
their Country (Djandak) which includes Mount 
Alexander Shire.
Council recognises the traditional and cultural 
association of the Dja Dja Wurrung people to their 
Country today.

Council recognises the Recognition and Settlement 
Agreement 2013 between the Victorian 
Government and the Dja Dja Wurrung Clans 
Aboriginal Corporation including the Land Use 
Activity Agreement.

Contributions 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Prepared for: Prepared by:

Contributions by Mount Alexander Shire Council 
councillors, Council officers, Newstead Historical 
Society members, Newstead Landcare Group members, 
Newstead Walks and Wheels Committee members and 
all Newstead community members that participated in 
meetings and discussions are greatly acknowledged 
and appreciated.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This Landscape Management Plan (the Plan) provides 
guidance to Council and the local community for the 
future management of Rotunda Park, Newstead. The 
Plan outlines a final landscape design and the actions 
necessary to achieve it.

As a package, the actions are simple and functional 
improvements that complement existing park features 
to:

• Create an enhanced park presence and an
attractive gateway to Newstead

• Provide for passive recreational opportunities and
community events

• Protect and enhance the park’s habitat and other
environmental values

• Manage vehicle access into the park and improve
accessibility

• Recognise and highlight identified heritage
elements of the park

• Improve the economic benefits to the town through
increased visitors

The actions have been listed with consideration of their 
priority and timing. 

A range of stakeholders were consulted in various 
ways throughout the development of the Plan. 
Feedback was available through an initial ‘listening 
post’ near the site, a community survey and a final on-
site ‘walk-shop’ with community members. The Plan 
was refined in response to this community feedback.

The majority of respondents stated that trees were the 
most valued asset in the park, followed by the open 
spaces, the rotunda and public toilets. The majority of 
respondents said that the rotunda should be replaced 
with either a modern version of the shelter or some 
sort of performance sound-shell.

Newstead is a strong, creative and active community. 
The final landscape design for Rotunda Park and the 
associated actions outline an exciting future for this 
significant open space asset in Newstead.

The Plan is to be implemented with consideration to 
the findings of the Cultural Heritage Management Plan.
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ROTUNDA PARK – FINAL LANDSCAPE DESIGN
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BACKGROUND

Rotunda Park is located on the corner of the Pyrenees 
Highway and Clyde Street, approximately 600 
metres from the centre of Newstead. It is a semi-
developed park, approximately 5.2 hectares in size 
with a natural landscape character. The park forms 
the eastern gateway to Newstead and features 
modest infrastructure with a BBQ shelter, toilet block, 
picnic table and illustrated interpretation sign as a 
central gathering space. The park includes areas of 
environmental value and an existing open grass area 
used for community events and informal passive 
recreation.

The park gets its name from the prominent band 
rotunda that was erected on the site in 1905. In 1986, 
local support led to the Crown land area being 
reserved for use as a public park. The following year, 
1987, the base of the rotunda was rebuilt. However 
over time the rotunda fell into disrepair and to 
maintain public safety it was removed in 2015.

The Major Mitchell Memorial Cairn sits on a stony 
hilltop on the southern edge of the park making it 
visible from the Pyrenees Highway. The memorial 
was unveiled in 1936 to commemorate the centenary 
of Major Mitchell’s 1836 expedition. 

The Dja Dja Wurrung are the traditional owners of the 
lands and waters (Djandak) of Mount Alexander Shire 
inclusive of the lands and waters within the park.

The park is valued for its ecological attributes:
“Several local experts have independently praised the 
park’s natural assets: lovely big eucalypts, the creek, 
abundant birdlife, and ecological wood in standing 
dead trees and on the ground. The park also provides 
important habitat to many native fauna species, 
including the threatened Powerful Owl, and supports 
endangered Ecological Vegetation Classes (EVCs) 
Creekline Grassy Woodland (EVC 68) and Alluvial 
Terraces Herb-rich Woodland (EVC 67).”  Newstead 
Landcare Group.

An abandoned pine plantation makes up the western 
tip of the park. The pine plantation was once a 
profitable venture for the local primary school 
however this scale of forestry is considered to be no 
longer viable.
Refer to Existing Conditions Site Analysis Plan 2016 
(Appendix 1) for further details about the current 
condition of the site. 

Land ownership and management
Rotunda Park is located on Crown land and Mount 
Alexander Shire Council is the appointed Committee 
of Management. (Reserve ID 0606942 - A 1 Sec 17 
Township of Newstead Parish of Strangways)

Planning zones
The site is covered by the following Local Provisions 
of the Mount Alexander Planning Scheme:

• Public Conservation and Resource Zone (PCRZ)
• Heritage Overlay (HO1230)

• Wildfire Management Overlay (WMO)
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As part of Plan development, three methods of 
consultation were used to gather community 
perspectives on the heritage and other community 
values of the park, its use, issues and opportunities 
for future management:
• A community listening post to gather community

knowledge about the site

• A survey to seek broader community views

• A walk-shop (a walking workshop) was held
during the draft Plan stage

Community listening post
A listening post was held at a local café to gather 
community knowledge about the site.  This provided 
community members with an opportunity to talk to 
the consultant and Council officers in a relaxed 
atmosphere, without any preconceptions about the 
Plan’s intent.

Survey
An online survey was conducted over a seven week 
period and made available to the local community 
on Council’s website. Hardcopies were made 
available at the Council Civic Centre, and locally in 
a Newstead café and at the Rural Transaction 
Centre. The survey was promoted in the local 
newsletter The Echo, and through a media release 
inviting community members to have their say on 
what they value about Rotunda Park. There were a 
total of 72 responses to the survey.

Given that the majority of respondents live in 
Newstead or surrounding areas, the number of 
regular visits to the park is quite low with only 25% 
of respondents visiting the park on more than a 
weekly basis. More than 60% of the respondents 
were in the 50-69 year old range category, with less 
than 3% of respondents under the age of 30.

The three most common reasons for people to visit 
the park are for community or social gatherings, 
passive recreation and to experience nature. Several 
common response themes emerged, including the 
native habitat and the ability to have informal 
community gatherings.

Some of the comments from the Survey were:

• “I love its large uncluttered space surrounded by the
natural vegetation, creek, easy access to town, and
I like the way that  the Major Mitchell Memorial
surrounded by the native vegetation connects us to
the former settlers residents of our town...  and the
people and creatures before that”

• “I love the space, that it’s largely an open space
surrounded by trees and that there are no fences.
I like the BBQ being there and have used it a few
times in the evening as a picnic place for an outdoor
family outing. I love the birdlife there. I like the fact
that there are no bloody council signs saying this is
a rotunda park”

• “It’s a public, open space which welcomes people
into the town.”

The items that people didn’t like about Rotunda Park 
were the removal of the rotunda, weeds, underutilised 
space, poor access and lack of infrastructure. The 
things that people wanted to see changed were for the 
rotunda to be replaced as well as improved park 
management and facilities.

The majority of respondents stated that trees were the 
most valued asset in the park, followed by the open 
spaces, the rotunda and public toilets. The majority of 
respondents said that the rotunda should be replaced 
with either a modern version of the shelter or some sort 
of performance sound-shell.

Walk-shop (A Walking Workshop )
A walk-shop (a walking workshop) was held during 
the draft Plan stage. Approximately 20 local residents 
attended. The on-site consultation provided an 
opportunity for attendees to fully understand the impact 
of any proposed changes and opportunities identified in 
the draft plan and provide feedback.

CONSULTATION 
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LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT PLAN

Within a long-term funding framework, the proposed 
actions focus on opportunities to facilitate easy use 
and maintenance, whilst re-activating Rotunda Park 
as an important events and meeting place for locals 
and visitors.

The proposed improvements are based on professional 
judgement and community feedback gathered through 
the Plan’s development process.
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DISCUSSION OF ACTIONS

Cultural Heritage Management Plan
Due to the proximity of the Mia Mia Creek, a Cultural 
Heritage Management Plan (CHMP) has been 
completed.  Culturally sensitive areas have been 
identified within Rotunda Park and reference to the 
CHMP is required before commencing any significant 
excavation works. 

Village green open space
Newstead is a strong, creative and active community, 
and it is proposed that an existing flat, open space area 
remains as a key events space for use by the 
community. The area identified as the ‘village green’ in 
the Final Landscape Design would form a site for future 
community events and activities.

An existing vehicle track that divides the open area is 
to be decommissioned. It detracts from the park’s 
visual appeal and will not be required for access to the 
BBQ area.

No new trees should be planted in this area to ensure 
it remains open and unencumbered.

Pedestrian path network
Several new pedestrian paths have been proposed 
within the Plan. All pedestrian paths should be 
constructed using locally sourced gravel or toppings. 

Paths should be constructed with the lowest 
environmental impact possible. A ‘no-dig’ construction 
method should be considered where possible. Path 
alignments should always avoid the critical root zones 
of trees. A cultural heritage assessment may be 
required before paths can be constructed.

Primary paths
A loop path is proposed to encourage users to walk 
further and experience more of the park. The path 
will greatly improve park accessibility by creating an 
evenly graded connection to key destinations within 
the park. Primary paths will be two metres wide to 
provide access for pedestrians, cyclists and 
maintenance vehicles.
It is proposed that two sections of new primary path 
will connect the existing northern fire access track to 
create a loop.

The first section of the path will connect the south-
west Pyrenees Highway park entry to the corner of 
Cameron Road and Maclaren Road.  This section 
will connect the Major Mitchell Memorial Cairn 
forecourt, the existing toilet and upgraded internal 
car park, the BBQ shelter and rotunda site.

The second section will connect the south-west 
Pyrenees Highway park entry through the pine forest 
area to the Access Track at the northwest corner of 
the site. This section of path will require a pedestrian 
crossing over the Mia Mia Creek. The creek crossing 
will need to be flood resistant and cost effective. A fit 
for purpose causeway with appropriate advisory 
signage is recommended. It is expected the northern 
fire access track will be improved to accommodate 
more frequent pedestrian use.

Secondary gravel paths
Several new secondary paths have been proposed 
to further improve the accessibility and discovery of 
the park by all users. Secondary path alignments 
also aim to improve pedestrian and vegetation 
management across the site. Path width is 1.2 
metres wide.
Refer to the Final Landscape Design for suggested 
alignments.
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Vegetation management
Remnant bushland/grassland area 
The Newstead Landcare Group has an established 
history of improving the remnant bushland/grassland 
area of Rotunda Park. The group have been 
instrumental in planting locally indigenous plants and 
committing hundreds of volunteer hours to improving 
the environmental values of this significant local 
ecology and habitat site. The Newstead Landcare 
Group worked with local primary school students to 
make and erect 25 nesting boxes in this area to 
create additional habitat opportunities for hollow 
dependant fauna.

The Newstead Landcare Group has demonstrated 
commitment and stewardship for this site over a long 
period. It is anticipated that the group will continue to 
be a key driver and project partner with Council for 
any vegetation related projects in this area.

Creek bank/riparian revegetation 
The Mia Mia Creek runs through the site. The creek 
is dry most of the year and its banks are generally 
degraded with some riparian vegetation present. As 
part of the management plan there is a key 
opportunity to improve the riparian zone associated 
with the creek.  Three main sections of riparian 
vegetation improvement have been identified:

• the section of creek that runs through the pine
forest area

•
an existing swale drain that runs through the
southern part of the site

• the creek line that runs through the remnant
bushland/grassland area of the park

Creek bank revegetation should be considered to 
assist with erosion control. This will be particularly 
important following the removal of mature pine trees 
from the southern extent of the pine forest area to 
create a firebreak. Other short-term erosion control 
measures should also be considered.

Ongoing revegetation of the creek bank running through 
the remnant bushland/grassland area of the park 
should be undertaken in consultation with the Newstead 
Landcare Group.  It was identified during on-site 
consultations that removal of weed species is a short-
term priority in this area.

Open woodland 
Currently this area has a sparse, broken canopy with 
areas of mature revegetation plantings that are largely 
dead or senescing. One of the key requests emerging 
from the community survey was the desire for more tree 
planting in this area.

It is envisioned that this area could be revegetated with 
long-lived, locally indigenous canopy trees to create 
a continuous canopy with pockets of understorey 
plantings. The resulting woodland canopy would 
become the north-eastern edge of the village green 
and a potential future events-only camping ground in 
support of local events.

For ease of establishment and ongoing maintenance, 
locally indigenous trees and understorey vegetation 
could be planted simultaneously in large clusters to 
create future forest rooms for special events and event 
camping.

Escarpment areas
These areas appear to be environmental weed 
hotspots. Weed removal programs have been carried 
out in the past by the Newstead Landcare Group to 
remove broom and blackberry plants.

Revegetation in these areas should aim to assist bank 
stabilisation and reduce weed establishment.
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Pine forest areas 
It is recommended that the senescing pine plantation 
be removed in stages due to the variable condition of 
the plantation and the cost of their removal. It is also 
expected that a staged tree removal program (west to 
east) may help to reduce the impact on the observed 
Powerful Owl pair that inhabit the area.

Ideally, as each section of the forest is removed it 
should be remediated and revegetated with locally 
indigenous vegetation. Areas required for future 
logging access should not be revegetated until access 
to that area is no longer required.

Understorey planting opportunities
The southern frontage of the park, adjacent to the 
Pyrenees Highway, should be treated as the eastern 
gateway to Newstead. Currently the ‘gateway 
experience’ is created by a stand of mature eucalypts 
separating the park from the road. Improving the 
middle ground of this view with an understorey of 
locally indigenous plantings would further reinforce 
the gateway experience.

Indigenous bush food demonstration garden
At the south-west pedestrian entry to the park is 
an ideal location for an indigenous ‘bush food’ 
demonstration garden. This area of the park would 
be filled with indigenous food and medicinal plants 
for the purpose of education, interpretation and 
connection to local indigenous culture.

This space could also act as an outdoor classroom 
for Newstead Primary School and other local 
schools. A group seating area has been suggested 
to provide an opportunity for small groups to gather 
and learn about local bushfoods.

Local indigenous representatives and the Newstead 
Primary school should be included in the future 
development of this garden area.

Refer to Appendix 2 - ‘Indigenous Plants, 
Indigenous People’

Vehicle access and parking
Access tracks to be decommissioned 
It is proposed to decommission the existing vehicle 
track that cuts through the centre of the village green.  
This track is unnecessary, unsightly and encourages 
visitors to park their vehicle too close to the existing 
BBQ area. This track should be removed as part of the 
village green development. For a successful long-term 
outcome, proposed park fencing on the eastern and 
southern boundary of the park should be installed 
before village green works are completed.

The site access track directly off the Pyrenees Highway 
and opposite the Major Mitchell Cairn is awkward, 
unnecessary and steep. This vehicle track and entry 
is to be decommissioned and replaced with a more 
accessible pedestrian path from the Major Mitchell 
Memorial to the BBQ area.

Upgraded access tracks
The plan recommends retaining and upgrading the 
existing internal vehicle access track along the south 
side of the park. This will become the only publically 
accessible vehicle track in the park to provide vehicle 
access to the existing toilet block and BBQ. It is 
recommended that a compacted gravel track or ‘spray 
seal’ product be considered.

While outside of the park boundary, the fire access 
track to the north serves a key role in the potential 
circulation and pedestrian accessibility of the park. The 
track surface is to be upgraded as appropriate so the 
track is more accessible while maintaining its function 
as a fire access track.

Upgraded parking areas
The surface of existing informal parking area is to be 
upgraded to account for use associated with reduced 
parking freedom across the site. It is recommended 
that a compacted gravel or ‘spray seal’ product be 
considered.

Parking areas will be upgraded on the Pyrenees 
Highway at the south-west entry to the park, in front of 
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the existing toilet block and on the Clyde Street 
frontage of the park.  Consider provision for overflow 
car parking area adjacent to the proposed upgraded 
parking area on Clyde Street.

Fencing
Fences to be decommissioned
It is recommended that the northern and southern 
(Pyrenees Highway frontage) fence lines of the park 
be decommissioned. Remove wire only and retain 
posts where possible, to maintain reference to site 
boundary and rustic character.

Decommission the fence between the pine forest 
area and remnant bushland/grassland area. Remove 
all traces of the fence once the eastern section of the 
pine forest is removed and revegetation works 
commence.

Proposed fences
Create a new fence line on the eastern edge of the 
park. Consider Council standard raw timber bollards 
with post and rail sections as required. The new fence 
line is to be placed to prevent vehicles from accessing 
the park and define upgraded parking areas. It is also 
intended that the proposed fence line will help to 
prevent illegal dumping that currently occurs at the 
north-eastern corner of the park.

The new fence line on the southern edge of the park 
(Pyrenees Highway frontage) is to be constructed on 
the far side of the upgraded vehicle access track. 
This measure aims to limit vehicle access into the 
park and define upgraded car parking areas. 
Consider Council standard raw timber bollards with 
post and rail sections as required.

As an alternative to bollards, the barrier between the 
upgraded vehicle track and Village Green area may 
consist of boulders within planted areas as a visually 
softer vehicle boundary.

Meeting place upgrades
Major Mitchell memorial forecourt
Located on the top of the hill, this space features 
commanding views across the park.  The memorial 
cairn sits proudly atop a rocky headland in its bush 
surrounds.

A clear message that emerged during community 
consultation was to not overdevelop this part of the site.  
In response to this sentiment, the plan recommends an 
improved forecourt of grass flanked by large seating 
logs to create a space of simple contemplation.

Existing shelter and BBQ area 
Upgrade the surface and drainage by placing a 
permeable surface such as gravel or toppings. 
Consider extending the concrete slab below the BBQ 
Shelter to meet the full extent of the structure. The 
existing interpretation signboard and rustic timber table 
should be retained and taken as inspiration for future 
interpretation and furniture elements for the site.

Existing public toilet site
Consider concreting around the existing toilet block to 
ensure effective drainage, ease of maintenance and 
structural stability.

Seating areas
Additional seating was a key request emerging from the 
community survey. Suggested seating area locations 
have been shown around the park to allow moments 
of respite and contemplation in natural surrounds. 
Consider gravel aprons, without formal edging, around 
each seating element for ease of maintenance and 
accessibility.

Council’s suite of furniture for environmental areas is a 
rustic timber style and this is considered to be the 
preferred furniture style for Rotunda Park.
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Park signage
Park name signage
It is recommended that one or two park name signs 
be placed facing the Pyrenees Highway at the 
southeast and or southwest corners of the park. 
VicRoads approval will be required if signs are to be 
placed in the Pyrenees Highway road reserve.

Directional signage (wayfinding):
Consider implementing a suite of directional signage 
(wayfinding) to guide visitors around and through the 
site. Types of directional signage may include post 
markers, street style directional signage, distance 
markers and park maps at entry points. Signage could 
also indicate links to other walking tracks in the area.

A local group called Newstead Walks and Wheels has 
been mapping proposed local walking tracks, many of 
which include Rotunda Park as a potential starting 
point. With adequate signage, the park could become 
a key starting point for several local walking (and 
wheeling) routes.

Interpretive signage
It is recommended that interpretive signage focus on 
three key themes of the park:
• Aboriginal history

• Environmental values
• Post settlement history
Individual signs and content should be developed with 
the assistance of an interpretive signage specialist. 
Include appropriate authorities and local experts in 
the sourcing of content and images to ensure factual 
accuracy and cultural sensitivity.

Special projects
Rotunda replacement 
The replacement of the recently demolished rotunda 
was an ever-present theme throughout the consultation 
for the project. Three clear options emerged from 
community responses and discussions:
• Rebuild a replica of the previous rotunda

• Replace the rotunda with an accessible off-the-shelf
rotunda

• Develop a soundshell / performance space tailored
to current and future Newstead community events

It is expected that the cost of each option will vary 
dramatically.

Further consideration is required to develop a viable 
budget and appropriate direction for the future 
structure.

New public toilet
A new toilet site has been indicated on Clyde Street in 
the event that the existing toilet is to be replaced.  The 
proposed site sits adjacent to the existing sewer line 
and would be DDA compliant and more accessible to 
visitors.
It is recommended that an off-the-shelf facility with at 
least two cubicles be built. A self-cleaning toilet is not 
considered appropriate.
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Site management
Park mowing
The Plan aims to reduce the area of general mowing 
activities by improving key grassed areas such as the 
village green and the forecourt to the Major Mitchell 
Memorial Cairn. It is envisioned that existing periphery 
grass areas be converted to indigenous understory 
plantings including a bush food demonstration garden 
at the southwest entry.

It is intended that a firebreak will be created where 
the park abuts private property on the southwest 
boundary of the park. The existing pine trees along 
this boundary will be removed and a proposed 
pedestrian path constructed to separate the creek 
bank revegetation area from the mown/slashed 
firebreak area.

Vehicle access
A locked maintenance access gate has been 
proposed off Clyde Street. This entry point would be 
predominantly used by Council maintenance 
vehicles. It is recommended that special access 
permission be sought from Council by event 
organisers if vehicle access is required beyond public 
vehicle access areas.

Rubbish removal
There is currently one general waste 240L rubbish 
bin at the BBQ area. It is recommended that a 
comingled recycling bin be installed. With the 
assistance of entry signage, visitors to the park 
should be encouraged to take their rubbish with them.

Additional bins should be provided for large events. In 
addition to general waste, recycling and compostable 
waste receptacles are considered appropriate for 
events.

Public toilet maintenance
The existing toilet block is regularly cleaned and 
maintained by Council.  Council will continue to maintain 
the facility at current levels.

Façade improvement, such as timber cladding may be 
considered to improve the structure’s appearance. Any 
façade upgrades should consider robust and low 
maintenance material options.

BBQ shelter
The BBQ shelter, originally erected by the Lions Club, 
is structurally sound and a low priority for future 
replacement. The BBQ is routinely cleaned by Council 
and this service will continue into the future.

Events and camping
The site has a history of free public camping and 
camping associated with annual community events. 
Based on challenging management issues associated 
with public campgrounds and the unfavourable 
community response to the suggestion of formalising 
public camping on the site, it is recommended that 
Rotunda Park not be considered as a potential formal 
camping site.

The area on north-eastern edge of the proposed village 
green could be utilised for future events-only camping 
ground in support of local community events. At other 
times throughout the year, camping should not be 
permitted.
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Maintenance and responsibilities 
by others
Newstead Landcare Group
Newstead Landcare Group has an important role in 
the future of the park. The group aims to continue 
habitat restoration works, weed control, revegetation 
planting, maintaining nest boxes, and using the park for 
educational purposes. They will continue to work with 
Council in the preservation and management of this 
important community park.

North Central Catchment Management Authority 
(NCCMA)
The NCCMA is responsible for the Mia Mia Creek 
catchment. Any works within or around the creek should 
be referred to the NCCMA for review.

Department of Environment Land Water and 
Planning (DELWP)
The fire access track easement to the north of site is 
managed by DELWP. This track must remain open at all 
times for fire access.

Country Fire Authority (CFA)
Wildfire management strategies and known risks should 
be considered as part of any revegetation planting 
undertaken in the park. The CFA should be consulted 
during the development of the park to ensure fire risks 
are appropriately managed.

VicRoads
VicRoads are responsible for the management of the 
Pyrenees Highway road reserve. Any works proposed 
in the road reserve should be referred to VicRoads for 
review and approval.

Council supported community working bees
Community organised working bees have been 
successful on this site in the past. Feedback received 
as part of the Plan consultation process indicated that 
working bees may be an effective way for appropriate 
improvements to be realised over a shorter time frame.
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APPENDIXES

APPENDIX 1: 
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APPENDIX 2: 
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APPENDIX 3: 
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APPENDIX 1
Existing Conditions Site Analysis Plan 2016
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APPENDIX 2
INDIGENOUS PLANTS, INDIGENOUS PEOPLE (BUSH FOOD PLANT LIST)

INDIGENOUS PLANTS, INDIGENOUS PEOPLE
The Koorie people of central Victoria relied on the indigenous flora and fauna for all their daily seeds, from food 
and medicine to tools and string. Today we are reliant on manufactured food, materials and medicines (often from 
outside our region) and we are not likely to change our custom, but knowing about the traditional uses of the native 
plants around us adds to our appreciation of them in the bush and in our gardens. 

Here follows a list of some of the uses of the indigenous plants available from Newstead Natives Nursery. Exact 
details of food and medicine preparations are not known so be very cautious in any experimentation. 

Acacia dealbata – SILVER WATTLE bark of this tree used for water vessels; seeds eaten; wood used to make 
stone axe handles; gum used as food – eaten or dissolved in water with 
flower nectar to make sweet drinks. Gum also used as an ointment or 
adhesive when mixed with ash.

Acacia implexa – LIGHTWOOD bark of this 5 to 10m tall tree used for fibre and string.
Acacia mearnsii – LATE BLACK 
WATTLE

open, spreading tree providing gum (used as above); bark for twine and 
medicine (infusion made to treat indigestion); wood for weapons.

Acacia melanoxylon – 
BLACKWOOD

long-lived, tall tree with seeds high in protein and green pods may be 
edible, wood used  for spear throwers, shields and clubs; fibre used 
to make fishing lines; infusion made from bark used as a treatment for 
rheumatism.

Acacia pycnantha – GOLDEN 
WATTLE

2 to 3m open shrub providing gum (used as above)

Acacia provincialis – INLAND 
WIRILDA

fast-growing 3 to 5m tall shrub providing edible seeds.

Arthropodium strictum – 
CHOCOLTE LILY

attractive perennial with tuberous roots eaten roasted.

Banksia marginata – SILVER 
BANKSIA

small tree with lemon coloured flowerheads Autumn and Winter – soaked in 
water to extract nectar.

Billardiera cymosa – SWEET 
APPLEBERRY

climber producing small fruits with a faint aniseed flavour and apple smell. 

Bulbine bulbosa – BULBINE LILY perennial with bulbous tubers, eaten steamed.
Burchardia umbellata – 
MILKMAIDS

perennial 30cm tall with long starchy roots (5mm thick and up to 10 tubers 
per plant) harvested at any time of year and cooked before eating.

Caesia calliantha – BLUE GRASS-
LILY

crisp, finger-shaped tubers eaten fresh (sweet and not starchy).

Carex tereticaulis – BASKET 
SEDGE

strong fibres along stems used for basket-making.

Carpobrotus modestus – INLAND 
PIGFACE

salty tasting leaves eaten fresh or cooked; red succulent fruits ripen in 
summer and eaten raw (sweet).

Clematis microphylla – SMALL-
LEAF CLEMATIS

climber with long taproots eaten baked; root fibres made into fine string 
then woven into headbands.

Centipeda cunninghamii – 
OLD MAN WEED or 
SNEEZEWEED 

curative plant – a decoction (big bundles of the plant boiled down) used as 
a tonic for colds and chest complaints and as a skin lotion.

Convolvulus angustissimus – 
BLUSHING BINDPLANT

this small trailing or climbing plant has medicinal uses as well as an edible 
woody taproot (cooked in baskets then kneaded into a dough).

Dianella admixta – BLACK-
ANTHER FLAX-LILY

robust tufted plant 1m tall x 1m to 2m yielding fibre and dark blue shiny 
berries to eat or use to obtain blue dye.
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Enchylaena tomentosa – RUBY 
SALTBUSH

prostrate plant with tasty red button-like berries and leaves used as a 
green vegetable.

Eucalyptus camaldulensis– RIVER 
RED GUM

large tree with many uses: bark used for shelters, shields and canoes 
(for canoes a large sheet of thick bark with pointed ends was cut out is 
Spring and Summer and the inside washed with clay); nectar from flowers 
(October, November) makes a sweet drink; seeds eaten- preparation not 
known; gum has healing properties; sweet drink made from lerps gathered 
from the leaves (lerps are sugary deposits excreted by psyllid insects that 
feed on eucalypt leaves).

Eucalyptus obliqua – MESSMATE tall tree yielding sheets of bark used to make a “tied:” canoe (ends tied with 
cord of bark fibre); outer brittle bark powdered to use for catching sparks 
in fire-making; inner bark used to make coarse string for bags and fishing 
nets.

Eucalyptus viminalis – MANNA 
GUM

this tall tree provides manna (a sweet exudate of sap from the bark or 
leaves of plants often produced as a result of injury by insects) which 
accumulates as small white nodules and has to be gathered quickly after 
it falls or ants carry it away; leaves laid on a fire and the smoke reduced 
fever.

Glycine tabacina – VARIABLE 
GLYCINE

scrambling plant with very starchy edible taproot, licorice flavoured.

Kennedia prostrata – RUNNING 
POSTMAN

groundcover with red pea flowers in spring full of yummy nectar.

Linum marginale – NATIVE FLAX slender plant to 1m tall with edible seeds (oily); fibre used as string.
Lomandra longifolia – SPINY-
HEADED MAT-RUSH

tussocky plant to 1m x 1m with edible flowers; tender white bases of 
leaves also edible (flavour of fresh, green peas); the strap-shaped leaves 
were also used for weaving fine baskets and mats, or could be split or 
scraped to provide fibre for string bags.

Mentha australis – RIVER MINT this 1m x 1m native herb provides leaves to flavour cooked food, or make a 
steam inhalation for coughs and colds.

Microseris lanceolata – 
YAM DAISY or MYRNONG

radish-like tuber eaten raw or cooked in baskets in earth ovens.

Poa species – 
TUSSOCK GRASSES

fibre used to make string for nets, bags, baskets and mats; these and other 
grasses (Including Rytidosperma species – Wallaby Grasses) used as 
native pastures for native fauna which were then hunted and eaten cooked.

Podolepis jaceoides – 
SHOWY PODOLEPIS

perennial daisy with attractive yellow flowers and edible thickened roots.

Pelargonium rodneyanum– 
MAGENTA STORK’S-BILL

very showy plant 20cm tall x 40cm with magenta flowers and tuberous 
roots cooked and eaten like a radish – nutritious and starchy.

Rubus parvifolius – 
NATIVE RASPBERRY  

a prickly creeper with edible soft red fruit.

Solanum laciniatum – 
KANGAROO APPLE

fast-growing dense 2 to 3m shrub with fruit poisonous when green but 
edible when fully ripe (orange and soft).

Themeda triandra – 
KANGAROO GRASS

common but beautiful tussock whose leaves and stem yield fibre for string 
for fishing nets; seeds ground and baked.

COMPILED: Frances Cincotta
REFERENCES: AB & JW Cribb, “Wild Food In Australia” and “Useful Wild Plants In Australia”; Tim Low, “Bush 
Medicine”; SGAP Maroondah, Inc, “Flora of Melbourne”; N Zola & B Gott, “Koorie Plants, Koorie People”. 
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APPENDIX 3
ECOLOGICAL VEGETATION CLASS (EVC) SHEETS
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EVC/Bioregion Benchmark for Vegetation Quality Assessment 

Goldfields bioregion 
EVC 61: Box Ironbark Forest 

Description: 
Occurs in low rainfall areas on gently undulating rises, low hills and peneplains on infertile, often stony soils derived from a 
range of geologies. The open overstorey to 20 m tall consists of a variety of eucalypts, often including one of the Ironbark 
species. The mid storey often forms a dense to open small tree or shrub layer over an open ground layer ranging from a sparse 
to well-developed suite of herbs and grasses. 

Large trees: 
Species 
Eucalyptus spp. 

DBH(cm) 
70 cm 

#/ha 
15 / ha 

Tree Canopy Cover: 
%cover Character Species Common Name 
30% Eucalyptus microcarpa 

Eucalyptus tricarpa 
Eucalyptus polyanthemos 
Eucalyptus leucoxylon 

Grey Box 
Red Ironbark 
Red Box 
Yellow Gum 

Understorey: 
Life form #Spp %Cover LF code 
Immature Canopy Tree 5% IT 
Medium Shrub 7 25% MS 
Small Shrub 4 5% SS 
Prostrate Shrub 2 1% PS 
Medium Herb 9 20% MH 
Large Tufted Graminoid 1 1% LTG 
Medium to Small Tufted Graminoid 8 15% MTG 
Bryophytes/Lichens na 10% BL 
Soil Crust na 20% S/C 
Total understorey projective foliage cover 85% 

LF Code 
MS 

Species typical of at least part of EVC range 
Acacia pycnantha 

Common Name 
Golden Wattle 

MS Cassinia arcuata Drooping Cassinia 
MS Acacia genistifolia Spreading Wattle 
MS Acacia acinacea s.l. Gold-dust Wattle 
SS Hibbertia exutiacies Spiky Guinea-flower 
SS Pultenaea largiflorens Twiggy Bush-pea 
PS Astroloma humifusum Cranberry Heath 
MH Senecio tenuiflorus Slender Fireweed 
MH Xerochrysum viscosum Shiny Everlasting 
MH Gonocarpus tetragynus Common Raspwort 
MH Veronica plebeia Trailing Speedwell 
LTG Austrostipa mollis Supple Spear-grass 
MTG Joycea pallida Silvertop Wallaby-grass 
MTG Dianella revoluta s.l. Black-anther Flax-lily 
MTG Lomandra filiformis Wattle Mat-rush 
MTG Austrodanthonia setacea Bristly Wallaby-grass 
MTG Poa sieberiana Grey Tussock-grass 
SC Thysanotus patersonii Twining Fringe-lily 

Ecological Vegetation Class bioregion benchmark 
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EVC 61: Box Ironbark Forest - Goldfields bioregion 

Recruitment: 
Continuous 

Organic Litter: 
20 % cover 

Logs: 
20 m/0.1 ha. 

Weediness: 
LF Code Typical Weed Species Common Name Invasive Impact 
MH Hypochoeris glabra Smooth Cat's-ear high low 
MH Hypochoeris radicata Cat's Ear high low 
MTG Briza maxima Large Quaking-grass high low 
MTG Vulpia bromoides Squirrel-tail Fescue high low 
MNG Aira elegantissima Delicate Hair-grass high low 
MH Petrorhagia velutina Hairy Pink high low 
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EVC/Bioregion Benchmark for Vegetation Quality Assessment 

Goldfields bioregion 
EVC 67: Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland 

Description: 
Open woodland to 15 m tall on broad alluvial plains and along ephemeral drainage lines.  Soils are generally poorly drained 
duplex soils with sandy loam overlying a heavier clay subsoil. Understorey consists of few, if any shrubs with the striking 
feature of this EVC being the high species-richness of the ground-layer and the low biomass of this cover, particularly in 
summer. 

Large trees: 
Species DBH(cm) #/ha 
Eucalyptus spp. 
Allocasuarina spp. 

70 cm 
50 cm 

8 / ha 

Tree Canopy Cover: 
%cover Character Species Common Name 
15% Eucalyptus microcarpa 

Eucalyptus melliodora 
Eucalyptus leucoxylon 
Allocasuarina luehmannii 

Grey Box 
Yellow Box 
Yellow Gum 
Buloke 

Understorey: 
Life form 
Immature Canopy Tree 

#Spp %Cover 
5% 

LF code 
IT 

Understorey Tree or Large Shrub 1 5% T 
Medium Shrub 3 5% MS 
Small Shrub 3 5% SS 
Prostrate Shrub 1 1% PS 
Large Herb 3 5% LH 
Medium Herb 15 30% MH 
Small or Prostrate Herb 5 10% SH 
Large Tufted Graminoid 1 1% LTG 
Medium to Small Tufted Graminoid 12 30% MTG 
Medium to Tiny Non-tufted Graminoid 2 5% MNG 
Ground Fern 1 1% GF 
Bryophytes/Lichens na 10% BL 
Soil Crust na 10% S/C 

Recruitment: 
Continuous 

Organic Litter: 
10 % cover 

Logs: 
15 m/0.1 ha. 

Ecological Vegetation Class bioregion benchmark 
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EVC 67: Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland - Goldfields bioregion 

  
 

LF Code Species typical of at least part of EVC range Common Name 
MS Acacia pycnantha Golden  Wattle 
MS Acacia acinacea s.l. Gold-dust  Wattle 
MS Acacia paradoxa Hedge  Wattle 
MS Acacia genistifolia Spreading  Wattle 
SS Lissanthe strigosa ssp. subulata Peach Heath 
SS Pimelea humilis Common Rice-flower 
SS Dillwynia cinerascens s.l. Grey  Parrot-pea 
PS Astroloma humifusum Cranberry Heath 
PS Acrotriche serrulata Honey-pots 
LH Senecio quadridentatus Cotton  Fireweed 
LH Senecio tenuiflorus Slender  Fireweed 
MH Cynoglossum suaveolens Sweet Hound’s-tongue 
MH Oxalis perennans Grassland Wood-sorrel 
MH Daucus glochidiatus Australian  Carrot 
MH Cymbonotus preissianus Austral Bear’s-ears 
SH Hydrocotyle laxiflora Stinking  Pennywort 
SH Solenogyne dominii Smooth Solenogyne 
SH Drosera whittakeri ssp. aberrans Scented  Sundew 
SH Cymbonotus preissianus Austral Bear's-ear 
LTG Austrostipa mollis Supple Spear-grass 
MTG Lomandra filiformis Wattle Mat-rush 
MTG Elymus scaber var. scaber Common  Wheat-grass 
MTG Dianella revoluta s.l. Black-anther  Flax-lily 
MTG Austrostipa scabra Rough Spear-grass 
MNG Microlaena stipoides var. stipoides Weeping  Grass 
TTG Centrolepis strigosa ssp. strigosa Hairy  Centrolepis 
TTG Centrolepis aristata Pointed Centrolepis 
GF Cheilanthes austrotenuifolia Green  Rock-fern 
SC Thysanotus patersonii Twining Fringe-lily 

 
Weediness: 

LF Code Typical Weed Species Common Name Invasive Impact 
LH Sonchus oleraceus Common Sow-thistle high low 
LH Sonchus asper s.l. Rough Sow-thistle high low 
MH Hypochoeris radicata Cat's Ear high low 
MH Hypochoeris glabra Smooth Cat's-ear high low 
MH Arctotheca calendula Cape Weed high low 
MH Anagallis arvensis Pimpernel high low 
MH Trifolium campestre var. campestre Hop Clover high low 
MH Cicendia quadrangularis Square Cicendia high low 
MH Cerastium glomeratum s.l. Common Mouse-ear Chickweed high low 
MH Galium murale Small Goosegrass high low 
MH Petrorhagia velutina Velvety Pink high low 
MH Centaurium erythraea Common Centaury high low 
MH Galium divaricatum Slender Bedstraw high low 
LNG Holcus lanatus Yorkshire Fog high high 
MTG Briza minor Lesser Quaking-grass high low 
MTG Briza maxima Large Quaking-grass high low 
MNG Aira elegantissima Delicate Hair-grass high low 
MNG Juncus capitatus Capitate Rush high low 
MNG Vulpia myuros Rat's-tail Fescue high low 
MNG Vulpia ciliata Fringed Fescue high low 
TTG Cyperus tenellus Tiny Flat-sedge high low 
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EVC/Bioregion Benchmark for Vegetation Quality Assessment 
 

Goldfields bioregion 
 

EVC 68: Creekline Grassy Woodland 
 
 

Description: 
Eucalypt-dominated woodland to 15 m tall with occasional scattered shrub layer over a mostly grassy/sedgy to herbaceous 
ground-layer. Occurs on low-gradient ephemeral to intermittent drainage lines, typically on fertile colluvial/alluvial soils, on a 
wide range of suitably fertile geological substrates. These minor drainage lines can include a range of graminoid and 
herbaceous species tolerant of waterlogged soils, and are presumed to have sometimes resembled a linear wetland or system 
of interconnected small ponds. 

 

Large trees:  
Species 
Eucalyptus spp. 

DBH(cm) 
80 cm 

#/ha 
15 / ha 

Tree Canopy Cover: 
%cover Character Species Common Name 
15% Eucalyptus camaldulensis 

Eucalyptus microcarpa 
Eucalyptus melliodora 

River Red-gum 
Grey Box 
Yellow Box 

 

Understorey: 
Life form 

 
#Spp 

 
%Cover 

 
LF code 

Immature Canopy Tree  5% IT 
Medium Shrub 4 10% MS 
Small Shrub 3 5% SS 
Large Herb 2 5% LH 
Medium Herb 9 15% MH 
Small Herb 3 5% SH 
Large Tufted Graminoid 2 5% LTG 
Medium to Small Tufted Graminoid 16 40% MTG 
Medium to Tiny Non-tufted Graminoid 3 5% MNG 
Bryophytes/Lichens na 10% BL 

 

LF Code 
MS 

Species typical of at least part of EVC range 
Acacia pycnantha 

Common Name 
Golden Wattle 

MS Daviesia ulicifolia Gorse Bitter-pea 
MS Cassinia arcuata Drooping Cassinia 
SS Pimelea humilis Common Rice-flower 
SS Pultenaea largiflorens Twiggy Bush-pea 
PS Astroloma humifusum Cranberry Heath 
LH Senecio tenuiflorus Slender Fireweed 
MH Xerochrysum viscosum Shiny Everlasting 
MH Gonocarpus tetragynus Common Raspwort 
MH Hypericum gramineum Small St John's Wort 
SH Hydrocotyle laxiflora Stinking Pennywort 
LTG Austrostipa rudis Veined Spear-grass 
LTG Carex tereticaulis Rush Sedge 
MTG Poa labillardierei Common Tussock-grass 
MTG Elymus scaber var. scaber Common Wheat-grass 
MTG Austrodanthonia setacea Bristly Wallaby-grass 
MTG Juncus remotiflorus Diffuse Rush 
MTG Carex appressa Tall Sedge 
MNG Microlaena stipoides var. stipoides Weeping Grass 
SC Thysanotus patersonii Twining Fringe-lily 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ecological Vegetation Class bioregion benchmark 
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EVC 68: Creekline Grassy Woodland - Goldfields bioregion 

  
 

Recruitment: 
Continuous 

 
Organic Litter: 

40 % cover 
 

Logs: 
30 m/0.1 ha. 

 
Weediness: 

LF Code Typical Weed Species Common Name Invasive Impact 
LH Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle high high 
LH Sonchus oleraceus Common Sow-thistle high low 
MH Hypochoeris radicata Cat's Ear high low 
MH Anagallis arvensis Pimpernel high low 
MH Hypochoeris glabra Smooth Cat's-ear high low 
MH Galium murale Small Goosegrass high low 
MH Oxalis pes-caprae Soursob high high 
LTG Juncus acutus Spiny Rush high high 
LTG Phalaris aquatica Toowoomba Canary-grass high high 
MTG Briza maxima Large Quaking-grass high low 
MTG Briza minor Lesser Quaking-grass high low 
MTG Romulea rosea Onion Grass high low 
MTG Vulpia bromoides Squirrel-tail Fescue high low 
MTG Bromus hordeaceus ssp. hordeaceus Soft Brome high low 
MNG Aira elegantissima Delicate Hair-grass high low 
MNG Vulpia muralis Wall Fescue high low 
MNG Bromus madritensis Madrid Brome high low 
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EVC/Bioregion Benchmark for Vegetation Quality Assessment 
 

Goldfields bioregion 
 

EVC 175_61: Low Rises Grassy Woodland 
 
 

Description: 
A variable open eucalypt woodland to 15 m tall over a diverse ground layer of grasses and herbs.  The shrub component is 
usually diverse but sparse in cover.  In the Goldfields bioregion, Grassy Woodland occurs on sedimentary soils on the lowest 
slopes at the interface between the plains and the infertile woodlands of the sedimentary hills. 

 

Large trees:  
Species 
Eucalyptus spp. 

DBH(cm) 
70 cm 

#/ha 
15 / ha 

Tree Canopy Cover: 
%cover Character Species Common Name 
15% Eucalyptus microcarpa 

Eucalyptus leucoxylon 
Grey Box 
Yellow Gum 

 

Understorey: 
Life form 
Immature Canopy Tree 

 
#Spp 

 
%Cover 
5% 

 
LF code 
IT 

Medium Shrub 6 15% MS 
Small Shrub 3 5% SS 
Prostrate Shrub 1 1% PS 
Large Herb 4 10% LH 
Medium Herb 10 15% MH 
Small or Prostrate Herb 2 5% SH 
Large Tufted Graminoid 2 5% LTG 
Medium to Small Tufted Graminoid 11 25% MTG 
Medium to Tiny Non-tufted Graminoid 3 5% MNG 
Bryophytes/Lichens na 10% BL 
Soil Crust na 10% S/C 

 

LF Code 
MS 

Species typical of at least part of EVC range 
Cassinia arcuata 

Common Name 
Drooping Cassinia 

MS Acacia pycnantha Golden Wattle 
MS Acacia acinacea s.l. Gold-dust Wattle 
MS Dodonaea viscosa ssp. cuneata Wedge-leaf Hop-bush 
PS Astroloma humifusum Cranberry Heath 
SS Pultenaea largiflorens Twiggy Bush-pea 
SS Pimelea humilis Common Rice-flower 
SS Eutaxia microphylla var. microphylla Common Eutaxia 
PS Astroloma humifusum Cranberry Heath 
LH Xerochrysum viscosum Shiny Everlasting 
LH Chrysocephalum semipapposum Clustered Everlasting 
LH Wahlenbergia luteola Bronze Bluebell 
LH Senecio tenuiflorus Slender Fireweed 
MH Veronica plebeia Trailing Speedwell 
MH Daucus glochidiatus Australian Carrot 
MH Einadia nutans ssp. nutans Nodding Saltbush 
MH Vittadinia cuneata Fuzzy New Holland Daisy 
SH Crassula sieberiana Sieber Crassula 
SH Hydrocotyle laxiflora Stinking Pennywort 
LTG Austrostipa mollis Supple Spear-grass 
MTG Elymus scaber var. scaber Common Wheat-grass 
MTG Austrostipa scabra ssp. falcata Rough Spear-grass 
MTG Poa sieberiana Grey Tussock-grass 
MTG Austrodanthonia setacea Bristly Wallaby-grass 
MNG Austrostipa elegantissima Feather Spear-grass 
SC Thysanotus patersonii Twining Fringe-lily 
SC Convolvulus erubescens spp. agg. Pink Bindweed 
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EVC 175_61: Low Rises Grassy Woodland - Goldfields bioregion 

  
 

Recruitment: 
Continuous 

 
Organic Litter: 

20 % cover 
 

Logs: 
15 m/0.1 ha. 

 
Weediness: 

LF Code Typical Weed Species Common Name Invasive Impact 
LH Sonchus oleraceus Common Sow-thistle high low 
LH Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle high high 
MH Hypochoeris radicata Cat's Ear high low 
MH Petrorhagia velutina Velvety Pink high low 
MTG Vulpia bromoides Squirrel-tail Fescue high low 
MTG Briza minor Lesser Quaking-grass high low 
MTG Briza maxima Large Quaking-grass high low 
MTG Bromus hordeaceus ssp. hordeaceus Soft Brome high low 
MTG Bromus diandrus Great Brome high low 
MNG Aira elegantissima Delicate Hair-grass high low 
MNG Aira cupaniana Quicksilver Grass high low 
MNG Vulpia myuros Rat's-tail Fescue high low 
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