
Annual General Meeting 2022

October 5th 2022

President’s Report

I would like to open my report by acknowledging the traditional custodians of the land on 

which we mutually meet and work together.  I would like to pay my respects to the Elders 

past and present of the Dja Dja Wurrung people.  

Friends of Lolotoe is a friendship group between Mt Alexander Shire and the sub district of 

Lolotoe (Timor-Leste) and l would like to honour the land, continuation of cultural, spiritual 

and educational practices with our friendship community. 

Our projects in Lolotoe for 2022

Opa Library

The primary focus for 2022 has been ensuring the long-term viability of the library and 

related educational programs that are offered through the facility at Opa (the main village in 

Lolotoe).   It has now been 5 years that the library has been operational and developing.  We 

are so pleased with the progress thanks to the dedication of our Librarian Felly Maya. Her 

work is much appreciated in the community and Friends of Lolotoe is very grateful for her 

commitment.  Currently the library is open 6 mornings per week and over 400 children 

(primary and junior high) and the community attend the library weekly.  Apart from her 

regular duties as librarian Felly runs English language classes 6 times a week (in Opa and 

Mapa), takes young people on excursions and is developing an agriculture group. Felly has 

demonstrated exceptional skill in her role as librarian and community development 

facilitator. 



                                                 

                             

The library has proven to be a valuable asset to the community and a resource that Friends 

of Lolotoe can confidently fund in the future. 

English Language Classes

In 2021 one of the key requests from the community via the Grupu Amazade (in country 

committee) was help with English language classes for lower primary aged students.  In 2022 

classes have continued in 3 villages in the Lolotoe district.  I would like to thank Martinha 

Pires as our ESL teacher in Hollack village.



 English Language class in Hollack village.

Activities in Mt Alexander Shire

May 20th 2022 marked 20 years of Independence for Timor Leste.  Friends of Lolotoe 

celebrated the event with articles in our local papers and displays in the community.  The 

history of the struggle of Timor Leste’s Independence, as well as Timor’s support for 

Australia during WW2 is a courageous story (attached is the article).  A milestone worthy of 

recognition and celebration.  

      

Displays at the Library and Shopping centre.



Fundraising 

Direct Giving Program

The direct giving program has become an integral ongoing fundraiser.  I would like to 

emphasise that security of funds is so important in ensuring the operation of our major 

projects.  This program gives us this guarantee and confidence to provide resources to the 

community of Lolotoe.  This is the second year of the program and hopefully in the next 

couple of years as the program becomes more well-known, we can afford to expand our 

projects in Lolotoe.  

The HUB Annual Garden Fete

The annual garden fete has become an institution for our fundraising events.  This year it will 

be in October.  Please look out for the date and come along for spring seedlings, lots of 

garden goodies and a lovely community event.  A big thank you to Heather Barrett and the 

volunteers who host the event. 

Newstead Community Market

Each year Lynne Grooke holds a stall at the Newstead Community market to raise funds for 

FoL.  Thank you, Lynne, for raising our banner in Newstead.

100% of all funds raised by Friends of Lolotoe go directly to the community. 

Grupu Amazade 

The Grupu Amazade is the in-country committee for Friends of Lolotoe. I would like to 

acknowledge the work they provide in advising and directing our FoL friendship group. 

Thank you to Jose Felix, Maun Luis Barros and Deolinda de Costa.  

Mount Alexander Shire 

 l would like to thank Mt Alexander Shire support workers who have helped us with our 

activities for this year.  

Friends of Lolotoe is a small group who have been active for many years.  Thank you for your 

commitment and loyalty because without this we would lose the history and the connection 

with the community that we value so much.   

With this report l have attached the article to mark the 20th year of independence and our 

latest brochure.  For news during the year please visit our facebook page Friends of Lolotoe 

or contact us via email on friendsoflolotoe@gmail.com.

Obrigada!

Jen Foster.

President.

Friends of Lolotoe.




