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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 B a c k g r o u n d a n d Brief

This study was commissioned by the Urban Consulting Group for the Shire o f Mount
Alexander. The intent of the study was to prepare anassessment of the significance of
Victory Park and the individual elements within it. From this assessment, the study aimed at
developing a conservation policy which was prepared in accordance with the guidelines set
out in the Burra Charter. Within the constraints of this conservation policy, and in the
context of other management issues, management strategies were then prepared for the Park,

to provide a flexible planning document to guide the future development and management
o f the Park.

1.2 Methodology

The study identifies the nature, extent and level of the heritage significance of Victory Park
and the conservation constraints which might apply in regard to its future managemeni Ind
development. Strategies for the implementation o f the conservation policy are examint',1

The report broadly follows the format of the Australia ICOMOS (International Council of
Monuments and Sites) guidelines for the preparation of conservation plans and the
principles set out in the Australia ICOMOS Charter for the Conservation o f Places of
Cultural Significance (Burn Charter) adopted by Australia ICOMOS to assist in the
planning conservation of heritage places. It also has regard for the Australian Heritage
Commission's Parks, Gardens and Special Trees: A Classification and Assessment Method
f o r the Register o f the National Estate, and the Australian Garden History Society's Historic
Gardens in Australia: Guidelines for the Preparation o f Conservation Plans.

1 3 Lis t ings a n d Classifications

Historic Buildings Council

None of the structures in the Park are listed on the Victorian Heritage Register.

Australian Heritage Commission

Neither Victory Park itself, nor any of the structures on the site, are on the Register of Lae
National Estate.

Shire of Mount Alexander

Victory Park is zoned Public Open Space under the provisions of the Mount Alexander
Planning Scheme.
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National Trust of Australia (Victoria)

Victory Park has not been classified by the National Trust and none o f the trees within the
Park are on the National Trusts Register of Significant Trees.

Milkmaids Flat

Figure 1 Location Plan

Litt le Bendigo

SEE MAP _59 REF E2
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1.4 Location

Victory Park is located in the city of Castlemaine. The site is bounded by Mostyn Street to
the north, Barker Street to the west, the Castlemaine Market (Historic Interest Reserve) to
the east, and Forest Street to the south (Fig. 1).

1.5 Terminology

The conservation terminology used in this report is of a specific nature, and is defined
within the Australia ICOMOS Charter for the Conservation o f Places o f Cultural
S i g n c a n c e (the Burra Charter) as endorsed by the Australian Heritage Commission
(Appendix A). The terms most frequently referred to are: place, cultural significance,
fabric, conservation, preservation, restoration, reconstruction and adaptation. These

terms are defined in the charter as follows:

'Place' means site, area, building or other work, group of buildings or other works together
with associated contents and surroundings.

'Cultural Significance' means aesthetic, historic, scientific or social value for past, present
or future generations.

'Fabric ' means all the physical material of the place.

'Conservation' means all the processes of looking after a place so as to retain its cultural
significance. It includes maintenance and may according to circumstance include
preservation, restoration, reconstruction and adaptation and will be commonly a
combination of more than one of these.

'Preservation' means maintaining the fabric o f a place in its existing state and retarding
deterioration.

'Restoration' means returning the existing fabric of a place to a known earlier state by
removing accretions or by reassembling existing components without the introduction of

new material.

'Reconstruction' means returning a place as nearly as possible to a known earlier state and
is distinguished by the introduction of materials (new or old) into the fabric. This is not to
be confused with either re−creation or conjectural reconstruction which are outside the scope
of this Charter.

'Adaptation' means modifying a place to suit proposed compatible uses.

..om Lovell & Associates 3



2.0 CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY O F VICTORY PARK

2.1 Establishment o f Castlemaine

The explorer, Major Thomas Mitchell passed though the locality on 28 September 1836 and
named the most prominent landform, some ten kilometres east of the present day township
of Castlemaine, Mount Alexander. By 1840, pastoral stations had been taken up to the
south (Strathloddon station) and to the north (Mount Alexander station). Gold was
discovered at Mount Alexander in September 1851 and shortly afterwards, Cormnissioner
Stawell arrived to represent the interests of the colonial government. There followed a ,arge
influx of miners into the district and by 1852 a settlement had developed. On the first plan
of the district drawn by surveyor W S Urquhart in December 1852 the settlement was name,"
Castlemaine.

Between 1851 and 1861 the colony of Victoria was transformed into a substantial
community producing one third o f the world's output o f gold. Castlemaine was one of the
colony's major gold−producing centres, its role declining only with the discovery of more
extensive gold deposits elsewhere in Central Victoria, including Maldon and Fryerstown,
which could be extracted using deep quartz and deep lead mining methods. In the early

stages of Castlemaine's development it was widely expected that Castlemaine would become

one of the colony's major centres, and major commercial institutions, service industries and
businesses developed in the township. This gave Castlemaine an air o f permanence and it
became the regional centre even after the development of lucrative deep quartz mining in
other centres.1 As the principal commercial centre in the region. Castlemaine needed a
major market facility. This was developed over several years in the late 1850s.

2.2 Early Development o f the M a r k e t Square

Castlemaine's Market Square was laid out in the first plan of the township of Castlent'
drawn by surveyor W S Urquhart in December 1852. The square was laid out beside 1.).
track along Forest Creek from Elphinstone to the Commissioner's camp to the west of
Barker's Creek, not far from the junction of Forest and Barkers Creeks. Following the first
land sales of February 1853, land facing the market square on the north, east and west sides

was sold and developed for commercial uses, while to the south lay Forest Creek.2 Because
of the location of the creek in the years which followed, Castlemaine developed in a
northerly direction, as the 1856 plan o f the township shows (Fig. 2).

The market square was in use as an open air market place for some time before the Council
announced plans for a permanent market building in 1857.3 While these were being
developed, a temporary shed clad in calico was erected.4 Allegations of impropriety and
threats of legal action surrounded the design competition which the Council held for the
proposed new market buildings.5 Following a great deal of acrimonious debate, a design by
the town surveyor Edmund S V Spencer was eventually adopted by the Council, and on 10
October 1858, the first market buildings, known as the east and west markets, were opened.6

The west market was located substantially on that part of the site now taken up by Victory
Park. In 1860, a water tank was constructed between the two buildings in the centre of the

square (Fig. 3).7 Following the completion of the east and west market buildings, the

temporary shed was demolished.8

Allom Lovell & Associates 5
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1856 Plan o f the Township o f Castlemaine, showing the location o f the market

reserve. Also shown on the plan are the sites o f the earliest structures on the
square, the well and the weighbridge. Reproduced from Lands Department
Reserve file no. 2341.
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Figure 3 Market Square viewed from the north−east, 1860−61. Note the water tank between
the two buildings. Reproduced from T Westmore. Castlemaine Market
Conservation Analysis.
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Within a few years, and in the face of strong demand from traders for additional
accommodation, the Council decided to construct another market building. This building,
known as the north market, was designed by the town surveyor of the day, W B Downe.9 It
was completed by early March 1862,10 and is the principal building surviving on the site
today.

2.3 Beaut i f ica t ion o f t h e M a r k e t Square

In this early period, the general appearance of the square was that of a relatively disorderly
place. Between 1863 and 1865, for example, extensive goldmining took place in the square.
This ceased only when the Council decided that the potential for damage to the buildings in
the square was too great to allow its continuation. Though there was talk of beautifying the

square from as early as 1857, it was not until 1864−1865 that some planting was undertaken

and discussions about appropriate fencing were held by the CounciI.11 In a photograph by
Joseph Wheeler thought to date from c. 1864, a tree guard is visible outside the market
building. This may have been around one of the pair o f elms visible in 1877 photographs to
either side of the entrance to the Market building.12 Photographs dated to 1865 also show a
row along the frontage of Market Square to Mostyn Street. These were in addition to
another row of tree guards for street trees along the south side of Mostyn Street. Another c.
1866 Joseph Wheeler photograph shows the continuation o f the two rows of tree guards, one
on the Market Reserve and the other on the street line, continuing along at least to the corner
of Mostyn and Barker Streets, encompassing the north−west corner o f the reserve (Fig. 4).13

There is also a reference in a surveyor's report of 1865 to planting of trees at the Market
Reserve,14 and by 1869, according to the Castlemaine Our Daily News, all four sides of the
Market Square had been planted.1

By this date it is likely that responsibility for the landscaping at the Market Square had
devolved to the curator of the Castlemaine Botanical Gardens, Phillip Doran, who was
appointed to the position in 1866.16 For the first few years of his appointment, Doran
worked on the layout and planting of the Botanical Garden and while this continued to be
his principal focus, by the early 1870s he had also instigated a street tree planting program
and was undertaking planting in other reserves in Castlemaine, including the grounds of
public institutions such as the Castlemaine Hospital and the Benevolent Asylum.17 In 18&
he obtained plants from Ferdinand von Mueller at the Royal Botanic Gardens in Melbourne,
and Daniel Bunce, curator of the Geelong Botanic Gardens, and in 1871 he undertook
another trip to Melbourne to acquire plants from Mueller. Many of the trees planted outside
the Botanic Gardens, possibly including those planted at the Market Square, had come from
Mueller or Bunce.18

The nature of the earliest trees planted outside the market remains unclear, since they are not
visible over the guards in photographs of the period. Trevor Westmore has suggested that
they may have been the Washingtonia filifera which became such a feature of the square
from the late nineteenth century, 19 however, this would seem unlikely, since
Washingtonias appear to have become available in Australian nurseries from about 1886.20

It is more likely that elms (Ulmus sp.) were planted first, being replaced later, probably in
the late 1890s, by the Washingtonias. This suggestion is supported by the 1915 photograph
of the north market which shows a solitary elm immediately east of the market building and
in line with the Washingtonias (See Fig. 5).21 Planting of the Washingtonias was under

way by the late 1890s; In 1899, Doran suggested the placement of 24 'more' Washingtonias
and in 1901, the Council approved the placement of an extra twelve.22 Palms were also
planted along the east and west sides of the square, and possibly also the south side, giving
the square a highly distinctive appearance.

8 Allom Lovell & Associates



Figure 4 Mostyn Street, c. 1866. Reproduced from T Westmore. Castlemaine Market
Conservation Analysis.
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Figure 5 View o f the north market, c. 1915. Note the washingtonias, the picket fence, and
the single remaining elm. Reproduced from T Westmore. Castlemaine Market
Conservation Analysis.
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In addition to the planting described above, a number of other structures and features were
visible on the square in the late nineteenth century. By the late 1870s, a simple post and rail
boundary fence had been erected on Mostyn, Hargraves and Barker Streets. In 1898, the
town surveyor, Angus Cornish designed an elaborate palisade picket fence for the square.23

Perhaps because of cost considerations, however, Cornish's design was not built. In 1900,
the next town surveyor, George Kermode, prepared plans for a simplified version of the
1898 design. This fence was erected in August of that year. It is visible in a number of
photographs from around the turn of the century and up until the 1920s (See Fig. 5).

Around the late 1870s, an ornamental cast iron drinking fountain was erected on the kerb
just west o f the entrance to the northern market.24 This drinking fountain is thought to have
been relocated from the Camp Reserve.25 It was damaged some years ago and the bird
standing in the bowl was reconstructed by a local potter.26

In 1896 a memorial to J B Patterson, Premier o f Victoria (1893 − 1894) and MP for
Castlemaine (1870 − 1895) was erected on the corner of Mostyn and Barker Streets,
following the demolition of the cattle pens previously located on the north−west corner os
the square. A competition was held for the design of the memorial, with the winning entry
being the work of Melbourne architect, T F Levick.27 An early twentieth century
photograph of the memorial shows its location outside the picket fence, which was angled
diagonally across the corner of Barker and Moyston Streets. The memorial is a rare
example of a drinking fountain erected as a memorial to a state Premier, and is also unusual
for the fact that it has not been relocated.

Trevor Westmore has argued that the early twentieth century saw the fullest development of
the Market Square, pointing out that significant improvements made to the square in the late
nineteenth century had resulted in a civic landscape of some quality. By contrast, theinter−War

period saw a decline in the importance of the market and the transformation of the

square, as the eastern and western sections of the market were demolished and the land was
redeveloped for other uses.

2.4 Redeve lopmen t o f t h e E a s t a n d W e s t Markets

Construction of the High School

The first major change to the Castlemaine Market Square occurred in 1916, when the
Department of Education acquired the eastern third o f the reserve for the construction of tilt'
Castlemaine High Schoo1.28 Tenders were called in for the removal of the east market in
June 1916, and the new high school, designed by Public Works Department Chief Architect,
S C Brittingham, was completed almost exactly two years later.29 Around the same time
the weighbridge was removed.30

The landscaping of the school grounds was undertaken in 1918 under the supervision of the
Castlemaine High School Advisory Council, with expert input from a M r Cronin, the then
Director of Melbourne's Royal Botanical Gardens, who prepared a scheme for regrading and

planting the school grounds.31

Altom Lovell & Associates 1)



Figure 6 Early twentieth century view o f the J B Patterson Memorial outside the angled
picket fence. Courtesy Castlemaine Art Gallery.

/2 M o m Lovell & Associates



2.5 C o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e R e t u r n e d Serv icemen ' s Associat ion R o o m s a n d the
E s t a b l i s h m e n t o f Vic tory Park

The following year, plans were also made for the removal of the western market and the
redevelopment of this section of the reserve for clubrooms for returned servicemen and an
ornamental garden, Victory Park.

In early 1919, following a request from the local Returned Servicemen's Association,
construction of a clubroom for returned soldiers on this part of the Market Reserve was
approved by the Counci1.32 A design for the proposed clubroom was developed by local
architect, engineer, and returned serviceman, R T James, and this was accepted by the RSL's
Building Committee in May. James was then instructed to prepare full plans and
specifications and to call for tenders for the work.33 Demolition of the western market,
which had been used for years as a council store, commenced almost immediately.34

While plans for the new clubrooms were being drawn up, the Council applied to the Lands
Department for permission for different sections of the reserve to be set aside for a different

uses from the original market reservation. In a letter dated 8 November 1919, the Council
asked that the balance of the market reserve (following the excision of the high school site)
be used for three purposes: 'portion as a market, portion as a site for returned soldiers' club

room and the remainder for ornamental garden purposes'.35 In 1920 the Castlemaine Lands
Act was passed, implementing these changes.

In conjunction with its decision to allow the construction of a clubroom for returned
servicemen, the Council decided to develop the land adjacent to the clubroom to be
developed as an ornamental garden. A survey plan dated 5 July 1920 shows the excision of
this section of the market reserve.36 A layout plan for the gardens was developed by the

curator of the Castlemaine Botanical Gardens, W J Williams and was submitted to Council
in July 1920.

Williams was only the third curator o f the Castlemaine Botanical Gardens. Doran had died
in 1913, and was replaced by James H Upham, who was replaced in turn by W J Williams in
early 1918. Williams' main contribution to the Castlemaine Botanic Gardens was the
redesign of the front section of the Gardens. This work is thought to have involved
alteration of the ground levels, removal of hedging and rose pillars, the creation of additional
beds and the erection of the 'rustic arbour'37 Williams was also responsible in September
1919, for planting a "new design in carpet bedding

. . . near the fountain
. . .

with the words
'Peace with Victory' worked in large letters.'38

Williams' design for the garden at the Market Reserve was a relatively simple one,
comprising a central lawn and a winding perimeter path. At least some of the Washingtonias

were incorporated into Williams' design, though these were removed in the early 1938s. The
section of the picket fence in front of the RSL clubrooms was removed when the buiFi

was constructed, but the remainder of the fence appears to have been retained for sorm Li me
afterwards. The intention was clearly that the park be used for passive recreation and as the

venue for memorial services such as those held on Anzac Day. It is interesting to note an
item in the Castlemaine Mail of 18 September to the effect that the Council had decided not
to place swings etc. in the Market Reserve, 'as it would not be in keeping with the scheme
adopted.'39

By November 1920, it was reported by the curator, Williams, that the laying out of the
Market Reserve was almost completed and that the water service had been connected.4°
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The foundation stone for the new RSL Soldiers' Memorial Hall was laid on 14 February
1920. At a ceremony held on Anzac Day 1921, the new hall was opened and the western
section of the market reserve was renamed Victory Park.

The official naming of Victory Park was undertaken by the Mayor of Castlemaine, Cr
Yandell. Cr Yandell pointed out that the land on which the park had been developed was
previously a 'barren waste, and praised the curator, W J Williams, for his design of the new
park, and his supervision of the works. The park was described as containing 'beautiful
flower beds, with [a] variety of shades and colors midst well laid out lawns and winding
paths,'41 Cr Yandell also pointed to the symbolism of the Council's decision to develop this
section o f the reserve for a memorial park:

In performing the official ceremony of naming the reserve 'Victory Park' and
declaring it open, the Mayor said he had much pleasure in dedicating it to the

memory o f the soldiers. As the people looked upon the beautiful gardens he
thought they would think that the council was justified in expending money in that
direction, and he hoped that when people viewed the gardens they would always
remember the service and sacrifice of the soldiers, to whom the park was
dedicated.42

The Memorial Hall, designed by one of the returned soldiers, local architect and
engineer R James and constructed by another, contractor J Bennett, was officially
opened by the Victorian Premier, the Hon H S W Lawson. The building was
described in detail:

The foundations are of reinforced concrete, the walls are of brick, and the roof of
fibrolite slates made from long asbestos fibre, with best cement rolled into the
sheets. Not being subject to heat and weather to any extent and beingnon−conductive,

they ensure a cool roof in summer and warm in winter. The window
and door heads are all of reinforced concrete, finished in cement, and colored to
harmonise with the building. Windows, apart from bays and secretary's mom,
which are casement and open outward, are of the box frame pattern. The windows
in the main bay, which is 15 ft (4.6m) wide, are all in leadlight. The porch is
constructed with reinforced concrete, and semi−flat roof, with parapet all round, the
floor of the porch and loggia being of tessellated tiles of pleasing design on
concrete.

The main hall is 8 feet wide, and to the main rooms such as reading room (30 x
15), meeting room (30 x 16), divided by large leaded folding doors and a billiard

room (35 x 24), a corridor is floored with kauri secretly nailed and planed off
Open fireplaces are provided in the meeting, reading and billiard rooms, and in the
latter room two of Alcock's full size billiard tables are installed on concrete
foundations. All fanlights above the windows and doors are of leaded lights, and
ceilings are panelled throughout. The inside walls are plastered with cement and

are colored, and electric light is installed throughout the building.43

The building also featured memorial windows, which were unveiled as part of the ceremony.
These windows, which were in the main bay of the building, were designed in leadlight by
the architect R James as a memorial to the late Lt−Col. R Gartside. They were unveiled by
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Figure 7 Undated postcard showing the clubrooms as viewed from the west. Courtesy
Kevin Walsh.

Mrs Gartside.

In front of the new RSL Memorial Building a cenotaph had also been erected. The cei ./taph
took the form o f a white cross made of cedar, and modelled on those placed in cemetenc.i in
France by the Graves Commission. The cenotaph, which was donated by Mrs Charles
Lowe, was designed by Mr C W Steiner, principal of the Castlemaine Technical School, and
made by Mr Morton, one of the school's teachers. It was intended that people might place
wreaths in memory of fallen soldiers before the shrine.44

A further addition to Victory Park was planned later the same year, when the Returned
Soldiers and Sailors Imperial League was granted two war trophies. The League took
possession of the guns in 1925, when they were placed beside the clubroom building.

2.6 R e c e n t H i s t o r y o f Victory Park

A number o f additions and changes have been made to Victory Park since the 1930s. These
consisted o f the placement of new structures and facilities in the park, including bins, seats,
fences, shelters and playground equipment, and the removal of earlier structures. For
example, a 1936 oblique aerial view of the park (Fig. 8) shows that the remaining section of
picket fence had been removed and a screen had been erected between the park and the
stables. In 1946 a bandstand was erected on the southem lawn and in 1950, the timber
memorial cross which was constructed in front of the clubrooms in 1921 was replaced aith a
polished granite memoria1.45 In 1953 the Macaffee pergola was constructed. It is a tii,drer−framed

structure of Castlemaine slate piers with concrete koalas at their bases, and a
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Figure 8 1936 oblique aerial view. Courtesy Trevor Westrnore.
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concrete tiled roof. The pergola shelters a tourist map o f the area.46 In the 1960s a comfort
station (toilet block) was constructed at the south−east corner of Victory Park.47 The
building comprised walls of random coursed Castlemaine slate veneer and a low−pitched
concrete slab roof.48 In 1947, a prefabricated building was erected by the Commonwealth
Bank as a 'Emergency Premises' on land between the north market and the high schoo1.49 In
1954, the building was convened to a ladies' restroom which was maintained by the Country
Women's Association.50 This building is thought to have been relocated a second time to
the site just behind the RSL clubrooms.

From the 1940s until the late 1960s a debate raged about the future of the surviving north

market building, described in 1949 as 'tumbledown:51 Eventually, the arguments of
heritage conservationists won out and in 1967 the Council donated the building to the
National Trust of Australia (Victoria). Since this time extensive restoration works have been
undertaken to the market building, which is now operated as a museum.

The plantings in the park have also altered over time. One o f the major changes was the
removal of the palms in 1933. More recently, the hedges to the east and the south h a w also
been removed.

A number of other changes are detailed in 2.8 below, and the datc of construction of the
existing structures in the park is included in Chapter 3 of this report.
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2.7 C h r o n o l o g i c a l Overview

1852 Market Square laid out in first township plan

1857 First proposals to beautify square

1858 East and west markets opened

(Victory Park located on west market side)

1860 Water tank constructed in centre of square between two market buildings

1862 North market building constructed (i.e existing building)

1864−5 First planting at Market Reserve, discussions held re fencing

1869 All four sides of market square planted, possibly with elms, under the direction of

Phillip Doran, curator of Caslemaine Botanical Gardens

1877 Cast iron drinking fountain visible in photograph of front of north market

c 1 885 Row of mature elms visible along Mostyn St frontage of the Market Reserve

1896 J B Patterson Memorial erected on the corner Mostyn and Barker Streets

Late1890s−early

1900s Washingtonias planted around the perimeter of the Reserve

1900 Timber picket fence erected

1916−18 East market demolished and high school built

Weighbridge removed

Western market demolished

1919−21 RSSAILA clubrooms (designed by local engineer and architect, R James)

constructed (section of 1900 picket fence probably removed in these works)

Ornamental garden (Victory Park) intended for passive recreation and memorial

services laid out and planted to a design prepared by WJ Williams, curator of

Castlemaine Botanic Gardens

Official opening of park and clubrooms held on Anzac Day 1921

1921 War trophies (guns) allocated to the Castlemaine RSSAILA on the condition that

they are publicly displayed

1925 War trophies placed beside the RSSAILA clubrooms

1933 Council removes washingtonias from Victory Park

1930s Discussions about addition of playground equipment

1946 Bandstand constructed on the Southern lawn

1950 New granite war memorial replaced earlier timber cenotaph

1953 Macaffee pergola with tourist map constructed

1947 Commonwealth Bank erects emergency premises between market and high school

1954 Proposed that bank premises be convened to ladies restroom and maintained by

the Country Women's Association (CWA).

1962 CWA takes over the former bank premises, the building was probably relocated at

this time
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1960s Comfort Station constructed

1967 Council donates the north market building to the National Trust of Australia

(Victoria), to be restored and operated as a museum

c. 1980s Barbeque shelter constructed
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2.8 N o t e s o n t h e Deve lopmen t o f Victory Park

The nineteenth century history of the Market Reserve was researched by Trevor Westmore

as part o f the Castlemaine Market Conservation Analysis. A summary of this research is
provided above. Research on the development of Victory Park for the period 1918−1997 is

set out below under specific elements for ease of reference.

2.8.1 Palms

16 June 1919 Curator asked to report in the condition of the
palms in the Town Hall and Market Reserves.

8 March 1928 Curator to report on condition of palms about the
High School and the Soldiers' Memorial.

22 March 1928 Curator's recommendation to 'plant young palms
between those in Victory Park with a view to
later on' adopted 'High School Council to be
asked if it will accept an offer from the Council

to do same'. Curator authorised to purchase
plants.

24 March 1928 The Castlemaine Courier report on the
fortnightly Council meeting notes that the
surveyor's report stated that removing the dead
fronds would improve the appearance of the
palms in Victory Park which were long since

past their beauty.

12 April 1933 RSSAILA sends letters to Council protesting the
removal of the palms.

13 April 1933 Casffemaine Mail reports that 'it was learnt
yesterday that the council intended to cut down
the tall palms at Victory Park'. On the previous
day it was noted that the dead fronds had been
burnt and then during the day two were uprooted.
There was a storm of protest, and wort was
stalled so the curator could make a report to the
council.

27 April 1933 Council to proceed with the removal of Palms,
Victory Park and Curator to submit report on
replanting.
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29 April 1933 Castlentaine Mail notes that work on removing
the palms at Victory Park recommences after the
recent controversy. It is proposed to replace the
palms with a row of lombardy poplars on the
eastern side of the park and that the rest of the

space in Barker Street and Mostyn Street could
be used as a floral display. It was also noted that
the Forest Street entrance would be greatly
enhance with an avenue of golden poplars and

concrete kerbing.

11 May 1933 Meeting set up with Parks and Gardens
Committee and Returned Soldiers and Salle}
Imperial League of Australia re palms at Victory
Park.

Report o f this conference later adopted, similarly

report of Curator re planting at Victory Park.

29 May 1933 The Parks and Gardens Association discusses the
replanting of Victory Gardens and Forest and
Mostyn Street. The committee is not unanimous
and it is to go to council.
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2.8.2 Fences

1907 Councils contract book (VPRS 1584, Contract
7/09) refers to Contract for painting fence,
Market Reserve.

16 September 1920,25 November 1920 Reference to cost of alterations to fence along
south side of Market Reserve.

8 December 1921 Gates i t Victory Park referred to committee

9 March 1922 Surveyor's report, re application o f G Lowe
(contractor?) requesting permission to complete
fence in front of shrine at Soldiers' Memorial will
be referred to General Business'.

22 November 1924 Council's contract book (VPRS 1584, Contract
21, 1924) notes the erection of cyclone fence and

gate, Forest Street, south side of Victory Park.

1925 Cyclone fence erected at Victory Park along
Forest Street.

15 February 1926 Borough Surveyor to inspect the wooden fence at
Victory Park which the RSSAILA believes is in
bad state.

7 October 1926 Surveyor to report cost of repairing and painting
Victory Park fence.

4 November 1926 Tenders to be called for [repairing and painting]
the whole of the fence and the fence excluding
section between the Soldier's Hall and the
Market.

18 November 1926 Above extent of fence also described as 4 sides

or 3 sides.

19 April 1928 Surveyor reported that 'the cost of making a
rockery along Mostyn and Barker Streets sides of
Victory Park with stone seats at intervals would
be about £72. The proposal was to replace the
fence to these streets.

15 May 1929 RSSALLA requests that a more suitable fence be
erected instead of the barbed wire fence which
has been recently erected at Victory Park along
the Mostyn Street frontage (denied)

16 January 1936 Fencing, Victory Park, to be painted.
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23 February 1939 Fence damaged. —1

15 June 1939 Letter from RSS &ALLA asking Council to
remove barbed wire around Victory Park'(cattle−related?).

28 August 1957 RSSAILA requests that a fence be erected along
the east side of the Memorial Hall
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2.8.3 Seats

12 October 1922 Surveyor's report refers to seats, Victory Park.

31 November 1922 Surveyor prepares specifications on seats
suggested.

8 April 1926 Surveyor to attend to seats near Patterson
Memorial

16 December 1926 Salvation Army donates seat

12 January 1928 Surveyor to obtain quotes for supply of 20 seats
to commemorate Castlemaine's 2nd place in the
Sun Ideal Towns' competition. Seats to be
donated by councillors and others.

9 February 1928 all iron garden seats @ 6 ft long f−6−0

11 February 1937 Parks and Gardens Committee to report on
additional seats for Victory Park.

17 June 1937 Surveyor to obtain prices for 6 additional seats

15 July 1937 One 6 ft seat to be purchased with the option of
purchasing a further five

23 September 1937 Site at rear of Soldiers' Club preferred and design
of Surveyor for seats approved

7 October 1937 Seats to be purchased at once

10 March 1938 Design to be prepared for seats and steps taken to
obtain prices

24 March 1938 A further 5 seats to be constructed

28 September 1944 'Circular seat with back a round stand [band
stand?]'
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2.8.4 S u n d r y Structures

1920s Latrines, Frequent mention on repainting and
alterations to latrines in Victory Park, behind
RSL building? Additional conveniences (2),
1958.

1 March 1923 Bins

Surveyor to obtain 'suitable receptacle for
depositing papers in Victory Park,

3 December 1924 Guns
Letter from the secretary of the RSSILA to the

town clerk requesting permission to place two

guns at the Memorial Hall, in a pemianent
position

21 December 1925 Plaque
RSSILA requesting permission to place a plaque

on the entry gate to Victory Park

16 December 1926 Victory Park Memorial Tablet, Bronze table'
with raised letters by Rennie and Dobbs

24 February 1927 Guns
Surveyor's recommendation to have the guns
placed on concrete blocks tied to same − placed
in prominent position − and painted in
camouflage pattern to be adopted. The guns to
be temporarily fixed so as to prevent tipping.

12 January 1928 Paths
Coarse gravel sweepings from streets to be
placed on footpaths in Victory Park.

24 January 1929 Guns
letter from the secretary of the RSSILA to the

town clerk thanking him for placing the two guns
on a suitable foundation, which was now
considered safe for children

8 August 1929 Playground

Surveyor to prepare plans for Children's
Playgrounds in Victory Park or elsewhere.

Furnished a list of equipment required, this to be
filed.
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22 January 1931 Band Stand

Surveyor to report on cost of rockery or
construction suitable for a Band Stand in Victory
Park using Ideal Town prize money.

'The correct site is that occupied by circular bed

cannas in larger lawn near Forest Street Two
sketches for stand 21" across and 3' 6" high
without roof. That o f precast reinforced concrete
cost about £60 but plainer form £40 both to have
gravel floors. Second design is for earthen
mound with large stones to form rock garden

cost £26. Roof or concrete lamp post could be
added at a later date.

Work on the bandstand to be carried out using
unemployment labour.

26 September 1935 Play Ground
Report o f Parks and Gardens Committee
recommending that portion of Victory Park be
allocated as a Play Ground for children as
desired by the Castlemaine Association
approved.

27 September 1935 Playground
letter from town clerk to Mr Jack Barry advising
him that the playground in Victory Park was to
be in the south east corner of the park. Barry

was offering timber on behalf of the Advance
Castkmaine Association

10 March 1938. Bins
New garbage bin to be obtained.

24 March 1938 Report on practicability o f supplying Victory
Park with water from Forest Creek.

14 July 1938 Rounding off of corner of Victory Park at
intersection of Barker and Forest Streets. That
all shrubs be cut back to height of fence and that
Public Works Committee consider removal of
horse trough to safer position.

28 July 1938 Considering location for Gun and Cannon 'at rear
of Market Yard' and 'Horse Trough, Forest
Street.

23 February 1939 Tenders for lighting, Victory Park.
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10 August 1939 Council approves Tourist board behind seat near
Patterson's Memorial, Victory Park.

23 August 1939 Lighting, 5" by 5" sawn red gum poles.

21 September 1939 Sale of old buildings, Victory Park, tenders
called, £5 for removal.

15 November 1940 Sprinkler system discussed.

11 June 1942 Discussion re planting

25 June 1942 Curator's recommendation accepted.

1 April 1943 Swings in Victory Park repaired.

22 July 1943 Discussion re planting additional Golden Poplars
in streets surrounding Market Block (Hargraves
and Forest Streets).

14 October 1943 Mention of diseased plane trees.

18 November 1943 List of possible post−war works includes

conservatory for Victory Park.

9 December 1943 'Drinking fountain, Victory Park' discussed.

20 January 1944 'Substantial moveable wooden table' to be tried

out in Victory Park.' On April 16 1945, it was
noted that the table had proved suitable'.

Town Clerk explained that a 'bubbling fountain
had been ordered and would be placed in
position as soon as possible'.

13 April 1944 re Poisonous ivy shrubs in Victory Park'

Resolved to erect wire netting fences behind the

two seats in Barker Street where this plant is
growing to prevent the Public from coming into

contact with the branches.

23 November 1944 footpath outside RSL concreted, described as ti
front of Shrine'.

31 January 1946 Engineer to submit plans for paddling pool in

Victory Park.
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10 October 1946 Tourist Map of District − to be erected at the s−w
corner of Victory Park. Resolved that the
Country Roads Board be asked to agree to the
erection of this map on line o f diagonal from
points 30 feet back from intersection.

7 November 1946 Wreaths to be laid on 'Cenotaph'

RSS & A n . o f Australia complaining about state
of conveniences, Victory Park.

9 January 1947 Country Roads Board to be asked to move horse
trough in Forest Street near Barker Street.

6 March 1947 RSS & AIL of Australia urges that 'any
Memorial to be erected be of a utilitarian nature'.
(NB: It is not clear whether the memorial
referred to here is at Victory Park or elsewhere.)

21 August 1947 Tree planting in Mostyn Street leading to
Monument.

2 October 1947 Sycamore tree to be planted in Victory Park to
commemorate birthday of Queen Elizabeth.

27 November 1947 Still an issue, 'the removal of the Horse−trough
and rounding off of the intersection of Forest and
Barker Streets'.

9 December 1948 Tourist and Publicity Association and Council to
erect more lighting poles for Victory Park.

31 March 1949 Curator congratulated in the 'beautiful display of
Victory Park and Gardens'.

21 July 1949 Engineer to tar the walls at the conveniences to
the rear of the RSL.

9 March 1950 Letter received from RSS & AILA re Unveiling
of the War Memorial (not sure where this is, but
it might possibly have been the new cenotaph at
Victory Park).

6 April 1950 RSS& AILA writing to Council re Street Tree
Mostyn Street. Referred to Parks and Gardens
Committee.

22 March 1951 RSS& AILA writing to council 're suckers at
memorial hall'. Referred to the Parks and
Gardens Committee.
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5 April 1951 Decided to cut above and remove roots.

17 January 1952 RSL re filling at Memorial Hall

15 May 1952 Council to meet Tourist and Publicity
Association at . . . corner o f Barker and Forest
Street.

12 December 1952 Letter from RSS & AILA re Lawn at Memo, ; al
Hall

25 June 1953 Parks and Gardens Committee recommended
that the 'fence on the south−west side o f Victory
Park be replaced to former position',
recommendation adopted.

23 July 1953 Stock still roaming in Victory Park.

22 July 1954 Engineer to fix bins, Victory Park and have them
'raised up 2 feet'.

10 December 1955 Comfort Rooms
The RSSILA wanted to erect a Boys Club and
Recreation Centre at the rear o f the market to
replace the council depot. On investigation they
found that it had been reserved for a market and
comfort station.

4 March 1957 Plaque
Request that Rotary be allowed to place undo
the tree they had previously planted in memo':
of the founder of Rotary, Paul Harris (permission
granted).

26 November 1961 Playground
Minutes of the Parks and Gardens Association
advise that a replacement slid be bought for
Victory Park; that the sandpit be removed and
the whole playground area be sealed with a
suitable material.

27 April 1962 C W A Rest Rooms
CWA invited to take over the Rest Rooms by the

town clerk.

22 June 1962 C W A Rest Rooms
handing over ceremony for the CWA Rest
Rooms.
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3 . 0 P H Y S I C A L SURVEY

3 . 1 Documentation

The survey of the buildings and structures at Victory Park has been based on an
examination of the physical fabric and documentary evidence, including plans, drawings
and photographs where they exist. A physical survey was undertaken to establish the age
and condition of the building fabric and the extent to which the structures have been altered.
The following data sheets record the date of construction, brief history of the structt • if it
is known and a physical description as well as an assessment of the level of significa.−, of
the structure and recommendations for the maintenance and conservation of the structuL
accordance with the broader policy outlined in more detail in Chapter 5. The main sources
used for this investigation were the Public Records Office archives at Laverton and The
Mount Alexander Mail, later The Castlemaine Mail.

3
.

2 B u i l d i n g a n d L a n d s c a p e Documentation

General Description

Victory Park is defined by streets to the north, west and south and by a more recently
created road to the east separating the park from the Market building and Council car park.
The park is rectangular with the long axis orientated north−south; its dimensions are
approximately 101m by 75m. The land is relatively flat with a gentle fall from north to
south. The RSSILA Hall occupies the north−east corner but the building faces north to
Mostyn Street and not towards the park. (The RSSILA land parcel measures 40.2m by
24.6m.) The Comfort Station is situated in the south−east corner of the park facing Forest
Street. The north−west and south−west corners of the park are splayed at the street
intersections to contain the J B. Patterson Memorial and the Macafee Pergola respect :vely.
The park perimeter is separated from surrounding asphalt and concrete footpaths by −v
stone walls. There are several seating recesses contained within the wall. Trees and
shrubs planted around the boundaries provide a sense of enclosure, pal ticularly to the w.:
andand south. A trimmed hedge containing a variety of plant species provides protection from
the elements along Barker Street to the west. Planting beds of varying width against the
boundary contain shrubs, roses, perennials and annuals and extend from the RSSILA Hall
in the north−east to the south−west corner entrance. Narrow planting beds on the east side
contain perennials and climbing roses and extend from the side of the CWA building to the
Comfort Station.

The main area of Victory Park is laid out in an informal manner with pleasantly curving
pathways and a central lawn planted with trees. A winding gravel pathway surrounds the
park's central area and is separated from the perimeter planting beds by a strip of lawn. The

outer edge of the path is Lined with stone to the north and north−west sides of the park. A
curvilinear path crosses the central lawn, from Barker Street to the south−west corner of the
RSSILA Hall, dividing the lawn into two sections. The only planting bed within the
perimeter gravel path is opposite the west side of the RSSILA Hall. This garden bed is
edged with stone against the gravel path to the east. A line of granite stones extends to the

south from the garden bed for a short distance along the path.

Victory Park has nine defined entries, excluding the Comfort Station access. The pr t :foal
entries are from the RSSILA corner and the north−west and south−west street inters&

.
The four intermediate entries along Mostyn Street and Barker Street are highlighted by
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arched structures supporting climbing plants or vines. Paths from these four minor entries,
plus the south−west corner, are paved with Castlemaine slate in a random pattern. The two
paths from the western side are the only ones which connect to the perimeter gravel path; all
others terminate in lawn at the edge of the planting beds. Ten concrete stepping stones in

two parallel lines lead diagonally into the lawn from the north−west corner.

The main area of Victory Park within the perimeter gravel path contains a number of trees
which provide shade and character. The majority of the trees are deciduous with only a
few conifers and two Fan palms. The oldest and largest of the trees are in the southern
lawn including some fine specimens of Elm and Oak. Trees to the northern lawn are
generally smaller and are fewer in number.

Tree planting to the surrounding streets is variable in quality. Two Planes have been
recently planted in Mostyn Street and are surrounded by tree guards. Barker Street has a
consistent planting of Ash species, although some gaps exist and the trees vary greatly in
size, while Forest Street has two Ash trees and a row of small purple−leaved Plums. A
Box Elder is located at the intersection of Forest and Barker Streets. The oldest and largest

tree associated with the park is the English Elm at the corner of Barker and Mostyn Streets,

a possible remnant of the earliest street planting in 1865.

The park is furnished with a variety of structures, memorials, furniture and playgrounds
which lacks a consistency of approach and which contributes to a general sense of clutter.

Structures include the following:

RSSILA Hall
War memorial
War Trophies (2)
J B Patterson memorial drinking fountain
Bird Bath
Taxi shelter
Comfort Station
CWA building
Bandstand base
Macafee pergola and location map
Barbecue shelter
Wishing well
Flagpole (I)
Garden seats (7)
Curved metal seat to tree (1)
Perimeter wall seats (8) plus 2 in street
Picnic tables and seats (5) (I removed)
Memorial plaques in lawn, garden beds and on perimeter wall (6)
Drinking fountain
Rubbish bins (8) plus 2 in street
Playgrounds and equipment (2)
Steel arbors (4)
Tree guards (3)
Metal railing fence
Timber handrails (2)

Missing structural elements include the picket fence from the Mostyn Street frontage.
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Figure 9. Mostyn Street, after 1921.
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3
.
3 H i s t o r i c a l D e v e l o p m e n t o f Planting

The original layout of Victory Park is unknown but it is assumed that there have been few
changes to the physical layout other than the gradual accumulation of structures and
furnishings. The park layout seen in the 1946 and 1972 aerial photographs is substantially
that which can be seen on the ground today. By contrast, changes in the vegetation have
been far more obvious.

A photograph taken in Mostyn Street after completion o f the RSSILA Hall around 1921
showed an impressive row of Washingtonia palms behind the picket fence on the north side
of the park.(Fig 9) There were also several street trees in front of this row, presumably
Elms as for the existing tree at the corner o f Barker Street By 1936 the oblique aerial
photograph showed that both the Washingtonias and the picket fence had been removed.
An undated photograph (Fig10) taken after the removal of the Washingtonias showed a
row o f closely−spaced, newly−planted trees with stakes planted in the footpath. In the 1946

aerial photograph there were eight street trees remaining in the Mostyn Street footpath to the
north o f the park. The number had been reduced to three by 1972. None of these trees
remain but two have been replanted recently.

The original presence of the Washingtonias, plus the street trees to the north, would have
made the planting of additional trees to the northern lawn unnecessary. However, it is
difficult to explain why trees were not planted to this area, after removal of the palms,
which would have balanced the planting around the southern lawn. It is possible that the

trees were removed to allow more sunlight into the assembly area of the park. No evidence
of trees in this area could be seen in the later photograph [Fig26]. The 1972 aerial
photograph showed two trees adjacent to the east side of the north−west entry and an
additional tree to the west of the RSSILA entry in the north garden bed, presumably the
conifer which exists there currently.

The large English Elm at the corner of Barker and Mostyn Streets was visible in thepost−1921
photograph and is assumed to be one of the original 1865 street tree plantings. The

tree could also be seen in the later undated photograph [Fig10] and in the 1946 and 1972
aerial photographs. In 1972 the canopy size was considerably reduced to less than that of
the trees in the southern lawn, suggesting that it was pruned or lopped around that time.

Fig10 showed a young Canary Island palm flanked by two young Fan palms
(Trachycarpus fortune ) to the west of the RSSILA Hall. The Fan palms still exist (the
northern one has died) but the Canary Island palm has been replaced by the Indian Bean

tree. The Canary Island palm may have been planted at the same time as the palm on the

western boundary, or conversely it may have been the same tree but relocated to a new
position. Fig10 also showed that a post and four−strand wire fence had been erected
around the Mostyn Street frontage to replace the timber picket fencing.

Other features seen on the 1946 aerial photograph include the location of the bandstand in
the southern lawn, a view of the south−west corner prior to the construction of the Macafee
pergola and a screen or hedge to the eastern side o f the park. There were at least five trees
to the north o f the central path across the lawn and four, possibly five, trees to the south of
the path. As is the current situation, the southern trees had larger canopies; this could be a
result of different planting times or of different tree species. Similarly, the planting around
the western and southern boundaries of the park had much smaller canopies. This could
either be replacement planting for earlier trees, the use of smaller tree species or hedge
plants. A tree could be seen to the south−west corner of the RSSILA Hall which had

developed a large canopy in the 1972 aerial photograph. The stump o f this tree can be
currently seen to the rear of the brick shed.
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In the 1972 aerial photograph shadows of at least four trees could be seen along the c.y.tem
boundary of the park Two of the entry arbors could be distinguished along the Mostyi,
Street frontage. At this time only one street tree existed along Barker Street.

3
.
4 P h y s i c a l Survey

The following are detailed data sheets of the main structures and features of Victory Park.
They include a brief history, physical description, statement of significance and
recommendations for future use.
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R E T U R N E D S E R V I C E M A N ' S L E A G U E M E M O R I A L HALL

Date of Construction 1920

HISTORY

In 1919, following a request from the Returned Servicemen's Association, the council
approved the construction of a clubroom for returned soldiers.1 The hall was to be built on
the site of the western market, and would be designed by local architect, engineer and
returned serviceman, R T James. The Returned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial League of
Australia (RSSILA, now the Returned Serviceman's League), which had only 1(X)
members, had difficulty raising funds for the building, and it had not been commenced by
late 1919. The western market, however, had been demolished by this time and the site

was ready for construction.

The foundation stone for the new RSSILA Soldier's Memorial Hall was laid on 14
February 1920 by State Commandant Brigadier−General Brand, CB, CMG, DS0,2 who
believed that the clubrooms were the first built expressly for that purpose.3 Beneath the
foundation stone a bottle containing newspaper cuttings was placed, including articles on
the declaration of war, the landing at Gallipoli, Australians in France, the signing of the
Armistice, the signing of the Peace treaty and other important events connected to the war.4

The building was complete by 1921, as seen in figure 9, with what is most likely the
original cenotaph in the front.

DESCRIPTION

The RSSILA Memorial Hall is located at the north−east comer of Victory Park, with its
main elevation facing Mostyn Street. It is a Federation style single storey red brick
building with a rectangular plan and asymmetrical massing. It is a double fronted building
with a projecting wing and bay window to the left of the entrance and a verandah to the
right. The walls are brick with rough cast on the verandah and under the bay windows. At
the rear of the building there is a small plasterboard addition with scalloped detailing above
and weatherboard plinth below. Them is cement render detailing on the window
surrounds, chimneys and chimney caps. The roof is hipped and gabled corrugated
galvanised steel, replacing the original asbestos tiles, and is finished with timber gable
infill. The verandah has a skillion roof with rendered concrete balustrades with slab
capping and grouped verandah posts. There are projecting bay windows with rough cast
bases on the north (front) and west elevations. These have lead lighting and flashed glass.
The remaining windows are timber framed, double hung sash windows.

Affixed to the facade of the hall there is a plaque bearing the inscription: "This foundation

stone was laid by Brigadier−General CH Brand CB CMC DSO, 14 February 1920. To

perpetuate the memory of our fallen comrades".

The hall has a small front lawn onto Mostyn Street bordered by a low wall clad in crazy
Castlemaine stone with a capping of rectangular tiles in the same stone. The 1950 war
memorial is situated in the front section of this lawn.

The hall was not inspected internally.
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2111 VICTORY PARK AND SOLDIERY MEMORIAL H A L L CASTLEMAI

Figure 10. The RSSILA Memorial Hall circa 1930.
Valentine Series no. 2117.
Private collection of Kevin Walsh.

Figure 11. Looking across Mostyn Street to the RSSILA Memorial Hall.
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Figure 12 The east elevation of the RSSILA Memorial Hall.

SIGNIFICANCE

'the RSSILA Hall is of primary significance as an integral component of the original layout
for Victory Park. It was built at the time of the second beautification of the Market
Gardens signalling its transformation into Victory Park. The RSSILA Memorial hall would
be of wider significance if it was found to be the first of its type.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Retain and preserve. Prior to any major alterations to the fabric of the building, further
assessment is required.

SOURCES

Trevor Westmore, Castletnaine Market Conservation Analysis. 1992.
The Castlernaine Mail, 14−16 February 1920.
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W A R MEMORIAL

Date of Construction 1950

HISTORY

The war memorial was built in 1950 to replace the cenotaph, which was a white cross made
of cedar and modelled on those placed in cemeteries in France by the War Graves
Commission and which was erected in 1921. The memorial was funded by public
subscriptions and was erected free of any debt, and was a source of pride for Castlemaine.
Erected to commemorate the servicemen who lost their lives in both world wars, the
memorial was unveiled on 18 March 1950 by Colonel E E (Weary) Dunlop, who had been
in charge of the medical services in Burma during WWII.5

DESCRIPTION

The war memorial is located in front of the RSSILA Hall on Mostyn Street. The sm.
polished granite monument comprises four square pillars on a square pedestal base

two rockrock faced granite steps on all four sides. The pillars support a flat granite block
which is surmounted by a curved block with a decorative wreath in the centre. At the front
of the memorial is a bronze plaque bearing the inscription:

Boer War WWI South Africa Gallipoli France
WWII Middle East Europe South West Pacific

The block at the top of the monument bears the inscription, in bronze lettering:

LEST WE FORGET

The pedestal bears the inscription:

1914− 1918 Korea Malaya Vietnam

SIGNIFICANCE

The war memorial is of primary significance as a major component of the commemoi. ve
function of Victory Park.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Retain and conserve.

SOURCES

The Castlemaine Mail, 18 March−25 April 1950.
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Figure 13. T h e war memorial.
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W A R T R O P H I E S : G E R M A N F I E L D GUNS

Date of Construction 1924

HISTORY

Australia, following WWI, had managed to amass one of the world's largest war trophy
collections, second only to the United States.6 This was consolidated in the last months of

the war with a haul of 173 guns in a single day1.7 The collection was too large to be
retained by the Australian War Commission and the decision was made to distribute the

guns to towns throughout Australia. Within three months over 1,0(X) applications for the

war trophies had been received, 300 of these from rural and regional areas.8 Towns with

a population of over 10, 000, such as Castlemaine, would receive two artillery guns and

two machine guns which were allotted, wherever possible, to the Battalions which had
captured them.

The two guns displayed outside the RSSILA Memorial Hall are the war trophies granted to
Castlemaine's 22nd, 57th, 59th and 60th Battalions. On 14 June 1921 they were al .‘tted
"one 105mm gun no. 759 [fig I 3], one machine gun, mount, no. 3333, one machine •in
(heavy without), mount, no. 1312 and one gun 150mm Howitzer no. 803 tfig141"9. −
two larger guns are the pieces on display at Victory Park.

The RSSILA received the guns under the condition that they would be permanently housed
in a public park, garden or building; that a simple ceremony would be held and finally, that
all expenses for transport, installation and care would be the responsibility of the
RSSILA.I0 On 3 December 1924 the RSS1LA applied to Castlemaine council for
permission to have the two guns placed in a permanent position outside the RSSILA
Memorial Hall. This was completed within the next five years as by 1929 the council had
been petitioned to fix the foundations to make the guns safer for children.11

Figure 14. 105mm gun no. 759
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Figure 15. 150mm Howitzer no. 803.

DESCRIPTION

The two guns are located beside the Memorial Hall and are two German field guns made by
Friedrich Krupp. Fig13 is a 105mm Howitzer, cast in gunmetal and variously punched
'Spandau 1915', '7905 kgm', 'Nr 803 FrKp ', '15411 8532', 'A KUSSERL FFDER', '
1NNERE FEDER'. Fig 14 is a 150mm field gun cast in gunmetal and variously punched
'Buchse Nr. 10cmk 14N 186', '2 Rbl F14', '759 FRIED KRUPP A ESSEN A G 6333
1918. They are located to the west of the RSSILA Memorial Hall and are each mounted on
a timber plank resting on two sections of logs placed vertically. Their wheels are missing
and are reported as being under repair.

SIGNIFICANCE

'the guns are of primary significance. They are of local significance as an integral part of
the original composition of Victory Park at a time when "residents began to draw critical
comparisons with neighbouring communities until, inevitably, trophy size became

synonymous with civic imponance".I2 More importantly, they are of national significance

as 80% of war trophies have disappeared since distribution.13

RECOMMENDATIONS

Retain in situ and conserve. The war trophies should be retained with conservation works
being undertaken as required. It is preferable that moving parts be made operable and that
the guns be interpreted to the public. This could be achieved with compatible signage

.
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there may be a need to protect them from the weather to ensure their long−term survival and
this may require either relocation or construction of a discretely designed and unobtrusive
glazed shelter.

SOURCES

The Australian War Museum, file AWM 194, item VS
PRO, Laverton, VPRS 220, unit 10.
M Dayton, The Trophy Tradition, Sabretache. Volumes XXXVI, XXX VII and
XXX VIII.

AIlom Lovell and Associates 43



J B P A T T E R S O N M E M O R I A L D R I N K I N G FOUNTAIN

Date of Construction 1896

HISTORY

The fountain was constructed in 1896 to commemorate J B Patterson
,

Premier of Victoria
from 1893 to 1894 and Member of Parliament for Castlemaine from 1870 to 1895. The
council advertised in the paper for an 'ornamental fountain or any other suitable memorial

to commemorate the memory of the late Sir James B Patterson, in bluestone and granite,

cost not to exceed L250'.14 The winning entry was submitted by Melbourne architect T F
Levick; Art Master at the Castlemaine School of Mines, chosen from thirty entries. The

entry was described thus:

Mr L is to be complemented upon his success, his design being a very handsome

one ,
and besides reflecting so creditably upon himself, also redounds [sic] to the

credit of the School of Mines. The fountain will be of bluestone and polished
granite, and consists of four square pillars, the usual pedestal, over which there

are to be four arched pediments, with tall spiral finials. These supplement the
central finial, which attains an attitude of about 25 feet. Over the front arch is a
polished granite tablet for the inscription, and in the centre is a drinking font that
is approached by a couple of steps. In the front a trough is provided for horses
and cattle, and at either end of the useful and ornamental fountains there are
drinking troughs for dogs.I5 (Fig 6)

DESCRIPTION

Located at the north−west corner of the park, on the corner of Mostyn and Barker Streets,
the fountain sits just outside the park boundary across one corner. Square in plan and set
obliquely to the street grid, the memorial has a bluestone base with four square polished
granite pillars supporting the canopy. This has four bluestone arched pediments with
Tridochna shell motifs, one bearing an inscription:

Erected to the memory of the lion. Sir J B Patterson, KCMC, MLA who
represented this district for 25 years. Died October 30th 1895.

In the centre o f the canopy them is a large bluestone spiral finial which is surrounded by
four smaller ones.

The memorial has low walls on the west, north and east elevations with two steps leading

to the drinking fountain inside on the south elevation. Opposite the entry, on the outside,
there is a drinking trough intended for both horses and cattle. On the remaining two sides,

at ground level, there are smaller drinking troughs for dogs. All plumbing fittings have
been removed and one old electrical switch remains.

SIGNIFICANCE

The I B Patterson Memorial drinking fountain is of primary significance. It survives from
the earlier Market Square layout and is unusual for the fact that it is still in its original
position and has not been altered. It is also a rare example of a drinking fountain erected as
a memorial to a state premier. It is an excellent example of a nineteenth century public
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Figure 16. The J B Patterson Memorial Fountain

drinking fountain which catered for both humans and animals and compares well with other
examples throughout Victoria, including the Westganh Fountain in the Carlton Gardens.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The memorial drinking fountain should be retained and restored to working order. Any
conservation works should then be carried out as required.

SOURCES

PRO, Laverton, VPRS 217, unit I.
R Green. Victoria's Watering Places : A Survey o f Memorial Drinking Fountains and
Animal Troughs. Historic Environment, Vol 12, no. 2 1996. pp 31 −36.
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K R U G E R C A S T I R O N B I R D BATH

Date of Construction 1988

HISTORY

Erected in 1988 as a tribute to Alan Kruger, the head gardener for the City of Castlemaine,
the bird bath was cast at MilImam Foundry, Castlemaine and is numbered 724302
according to a manufacturer's stamp on the base. While of a Victorian design, it is of

recent origin viz. 1st July 1988.

DESCRIPTION

The Kruger cast iron bird bath is located at the north−west boundary of the gardens, near
the J B Patterson Memorial drinking fountain. It has two bowls, the upper bowl being
smaller than the lower, with four decorative brackets below on a circular base. The bird
bath is bolted to a concrete pad in which there is plaque bearing the inscription:

Erected by the City of Castlemaine on the retirement of Mr Alan Kruger, in
appreciation of his 32 years of loyal and dedicated service on construction and
maintenance works and caring for Castlemaine's parks and gardens.

Figure 17. The Kruger Memorial birdbath.
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SIGNIFICANCE

The Kruger bird bath is of local significance within the context of Castlemainc. Given the
memorial context of Victory Park, it is a recent addition which perpetuates this theme.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Retain and conserve. Immediate repairs to the bird bath should include releveling and
improving the base.
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T A X I SHELTER

Date of Construction 1980s?

HISTORY

Unknown.

DESCRIPTION

The taxi shelter is located on the pavement of Mostyn Street near the J B Patterson
Memorial Drinking Fountain It is rectangular steel−framed structure and has a flat roof with
prefabricated concrete slabs with a pebble facing on its lower half and steel sheeting on the

upper. Inside the taxi shelter there is a timber slatted bench seat attached to one wall.

SIGNIFICANCE

The taxi shelter is of no significance.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The taxi shelter is visually intrusive and should be removed.

Figure 18. The taxi shelter.
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C O M F O R T S T A T I O N ( T O I L E T BLOCK)

Date of Construction 1960s

HISTORY

In 11g8, the 1936 aerial view of Castlemaine, there is an arched structure on the site of the
comfort station. This area is described by the RSSILA in 1955 as having a council depot

upon it and that it had been reserved for a comfort station.16 The history of the existing
comfort station is unknown.

DESCRIPTION

Located at the south−cast corner of the park at Forest Street, the comfort station is a
rectangular, single storey public toilet block with walls of crazy Casfiemaine slate veneer
and a low pitched concrete slab roof It compromises separate male and female WCs and is
bordered by a low lying walled garden bed, with matching stonework.

SIGNIFICANCE

The comfort station is of no significance.

Figure 19. The comfort station.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

The comfort station is visually neutral in the landscape and could be either retained or
demolished as required. If a new toilet block is required it could be constructed on the

same site, or the site of the CWA which was reserved for toilets as early as 190617

SOURCES

PRO Laverton, VPRS 220, Unit 10. Correspondence between the secretary of the
RSSILA and the town clerk of Castlemaine.
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C W A BUILDING

Date of Construction 1947 (relocated 1954?)

HIS

The Country Women's Association building was erected in 1947 on land between the north
market and the high school as 'emergency premises' for the Commonwealth Bank who had

a five year lease on the land.18 Its exact location is not known. The building was
purchased by the council in 1954 to be utilised as ladies rest rooms. In 1953 the CWA had
begun to discuss their plans for rest rooms but they did not take over the building until
1962, the official handing over ceremony taking place on 22 June 1962. At this time the
building had already been moved to its present location and, although unconfirmed, it is
likely that this occurred when it was purchased by the counci1.19 The current location for
the building had previously been the site for public conveniences for Market Square in the
early 1900s.

DESCRIPTION

Located to the rear of the RSSILA Hall, the CWA rest rooms is a prefabricated stria.'
which is rectangular in plan. It is a double−fronted building with a small entry porch to
left and a low pitched roof. The walls are clad with weatherboard on the lower half and
sheeting on the upper. There are timber−framed windows on each elevation and double

part glazed doors at the entry.

SIGNIFICANCE

The CWA rest moms are of no significance.

Figure 20. The Commonwealth Bank, 1947, now the CWA rest rooms.
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Figure 21. The CWA rest rooms.

R ECOMMENDATIONS

Retain or demolish as required.

SOURCES

Public Records Office, Laverton, VPRS 220, unit 2.
The Sun, Tuesday 22 July 1947.
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B A N D S T A N D BASE

Date of Construction 1931?

HISTORY

In 1931 the council minutes noted that the surveyor was to report on the cost of a rc, `try
which would be suitable for a bandstand, the construction of which was to be carried Tut
using unemployment labour.20 In The Argus photo of 1936 (fig 8) the base is clearly
visible, with no built structure upon it. In 1944 the minutes stated that a circular seat with
back was to be constructed "a round stand". It is not clear whether this reference was to
the bandstand in Victory Park, and whether anything was constructed.

DESCRIPTION

The base of the bandstand is located in the centre of the southern lawn of the gardens. It is
octagonal in plan, raised, and accessed by five steps on its northern side with a recent
square−section steel balustrade. It is surrounded on all sides by a rockery. The floor of the
bandstand contains four post holes, presumably for a removable awning. An electric light
pole is located immediately behind the bandstand.

Figure 22. The bandstand base.
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SIGNIFICANCE

The bandstand is of no significance. It is visually intrusive even with plantings in the
surrounding rockery beds. The concept of a bandstand in Victory Park is a valid one as the
park has historically served as a venue for picnics, concerts and fairs for the community.21

RECOMMENDATIONS

The bandstand base should be removed and a new one constructed in its place if required.
The design and the materials should ensure that it blends with the park. There is no
conservation reason why it should not have a retractable roof and an upgraded sound and
light system.

SOURCES

The Argus, souvenir photo, 1936
Public Records Office, Laverton, VPRS 220Castlemaine Council minutes.
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M A C A F E E P E R G O L A A N D T O U R I S T MAP

Date of Construction 1953

HISTORY

The Macafee pavilion was erected by the Tourist and Publicity Association (IPA) and was
handed over to the town hall on the 27 September 1953. It was designed by A Drew,
architect for the Public Works Department, and was dedicated to the memory of William
Macafee, the foundation president of the Association, which was formed in 1937. The
TPA believed that as the map was Macafee's concept it was fitting that his service to
Casllemaine was recognised in this manner.22 Macafee was active in, and supportive of,
the community and as well as serving with the W A was also a founder of the Koala
Sanctuary and served on the council both as councillor and mayor.

DESCRIPTION

Located at the corner of Forest and Barker Streets, the pergola is set obliquely across the

corner of the park. It is 1−shaped in plan and has a pitched roof with cement tiles and
timber−framed walls with a veneer of crazy Castlemaine slate. At the base of each side
there is a painted concrete koala. On the left side is a polished granite plaque with incised
lettering which reads 'The Macafee Pergola' and on the right a similar plaque reads
'Presented by Tourist Publicity Association 1963. R L Langdon Pres., L J T Stevens,
Sec.'. The gilding on the lettering has wom away. The pergola contains a hand painted
tourist map of Castlemaine and its surrounds signed by N H Bryning and K Browning and
dated 1993.

Figure 23 A detail of the Macafee tourist map.
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SIGNIFICANCE

The pergola has some social significance within the context of Victory park, which has
become a focus for a number of memorials commemorating individual citizens of
Castlemaine. Architecturally it is undistinguished.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Retain a monument to William Macafee in Victory Park. Given that the pergola is not of
individual architectural significance, it could be replaced. It would be appropriate to retain
the granite plaques and would not be inappropriate to retain a reference to koalas in any
new monument.

SOURCES

The Cast(ermine Mail, 22 September 1953.

56 Alloot Lovell and Associates



B A R B E C U E SHELTER

Date of Construction 1980s?

HISTORY

Unknown.

DESCRIPTION

The barbecue shelter is located on the south eastern boundary, near the comfort station. It
is square in plan and consists of a steel tray deck pitched roof with timber boarded gables
supported by four square red brick columns constructed on a concrete slab base. In the

centre of the slab there are two coin−operated electric barbecues built into a rectangular red
brick base.

SIGNIFICANCE

The barbecue shelter is of no significance.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The existing barbecue shelter is undistinguished and intrusive and should be upgraded.
Barbecue facilities are not inappropriate in the Park and could be retained. The upgraded
barbecue facility should bear the name of the Lion's Club.

SOURCES

Barry Shay, Lion's Club, Castlemaine, Pers. Comm.January 1997.

Figure 24 The Lion's Club barbecue shelter.
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W I S H I N G WELL

Date of Construction 1960s

HISTORY

The wishing well was erected by Apex. Castlemaine as a fundraiser for the club in the
1960s.

DESCRIPTION

Located at the south−western section of the north lawn the wishing well is rectangular in
plan and is constructed on a concrete slab base. The well walls are brick with a steel grill

on the top. It is covered by a prefabricated concrete slab gabled roof supported by steel
posts and frame, showing extensive rusting.

SIGNIFICANCE

The wishing well is of no significance.

RECOMMENDATIONS

It is preferable that the wishing well be demolished. It is in disrepair and is no longer
required by Apex for fundraising.

SOURCES

Tony Nesbitt, Apex Castlemaine, Pers. Comm. January 1997.

Figure 25. The wishing well.
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FLAGPOLE

Date of Construction 1921?

HISTORY

Unknown. The earliest photo available of the flagpole is The Argus souvenir of 1936.
The flagpole is shown in the Valentine series which is undated but was probably taken
around the same time.

DESCRIPTION

The flagpole is located to the east of the RSSILA. It has a wooden shaft with chamfered
sides, which is square in plan and tapers as it rises. It has timber supports on two opposite
sides which are fixed at the base with a steel fabricated post foot.

SIGNIFICANCE

The flagpole is of contributory significance within the context of the history of Victory Park
and in relation to the adjacent RSSILA Memorial Hall. The physical fabric of the flag pole
is not significant in itself.

VALENTINE SERIES N . 2569 MEMORIAL GARDENS. CASTLEMAINE

Figure 26. The flagpole circa 1930.
The Valentine series, no. 2569.
Private collection of Kevin Walsh.
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Figure 27 The flagpole is visible in front of the RSSILA Memorial hall. There is no flag
flying from IL.

RECOMMENDATIONS

A flagpole should be retained in that position at Victory Park.

SOURCES

The Argus souvenir photo, 1936
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G A R D E N SEATS

Date of Construction C.1900& 1928?

HISTORY

The cast iron garden seats first appear along the sidewalk of the park in a photo dated after
1900. These were similar in design to the seat currently beside the taxi shelter, and had
three cast iron panels, one at each side and one in the middle, with slatted timber backrests
and seats. These seats were originally situated along Market Square and were installed
when the gardens were beautified. In the same photo the new picket fence has also been
erected.

In the council minutes for 1928 it was noted that six−foot long garden seats had been
purchased for Victory Park (at a cost of f−6−0) which were all meta1.23 These may be the
steel strap seats currently in Victory Park.

DESCRIPTION

The garden seats fit into two types. These are as follows:

Metal bench seats
The predominant scat type of the garden proper consists of seats with gunmetal strap bases
and narrow slatted seats and backs. Them are three located on the main lawn.

Cast iron and t imber seats
This reproduction Victorian seat is located outside the boundary of the gardens, on the
Mostyn Street pavement, beside the taxi shelter. It has cast iron sides with curved arms
and a slatted timber backrest and seat. The side panels of this seat are similar to the seats
that featured in historic photos of Mostyn Street, with two panels as opposed to three.

SIGNIFICANCE

The metal seats are probably those installed in 1928 and are of some historic significance.
The seat in Mostyn Street is of a type which is historically significant within the urban
fabric of Castlemaine.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Retain and conserve the 1928 metal scats. Consider installing the Victorian cast iron seats,

as per the original design, in their original position along Mostyn Street. Rationalise the
number and location of other seats in Victory Park as is feasible. New seats should be
either similar in appearance, not necessarily materials, to the metal strap seats. It is not
recommended that Lutyens or similar style timber garden seats be generally introduced.

SOURCES

Collection of the Castlemaine Gallery No. P918
Public Records Office, Laverton, VPRS 220
The Castlemaine Mail, 10 February 1928
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Figure 28 The cast iron and timber seat.

Figure 29. Two steel strap seats.
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C U R V E D M E T A L S E A T T O C O R N E R ELM

Date of Construction 1928?

HISTORY

Unknown. It is similar in style to the steel strap seats it is probable that it is of the sa.
period. It may be a standard off−the−shelf design.

DESCRIPTION

The seat curves around the east face of the elm on the comer of Mostyn and Barker Streets.
It has steel strap legs, backrest and seat. which rests on a random stone block base.
Stylistically it matches the steel strap seating in the garden interior.

SIGNIFICANCE

The curved seat is of contributory significance.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Retain and conserve.

Figure 30. The curved steel strap seat is visible behind the drinking fountain.
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P E R I M E T E R W A L L SEATS

Date of Construction 1928?

HISTORY

In the Castlemaine council minutes for 1928 the surveyors report stated that the cost of
making a rockery along Mostyn Street and Barkers Streets sides of Victory Park with low

seats at intervals would be about £72'. The council proposal being to replace the existing
fencing to these streets. 24 These seats are visible in figure 10, dated circa 1930.

DESCRIPTION

These low lying scats are built into the Castlemaine stone wall on Mostyn Street. The back
is random Castlemaine rocks with a seat of painted timber slats resting on a concrete base,
which is not original. The backs have been extensively repaired and modified.

SIGNIFICANCE

The perimeter seating is of some significance within the context of Victory Park by virtue
of their age. However, they are individually undistinguished.

Figure 31. The perimeter wall seating.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Given the overall low significance of the physical fabric of Victory Park, the replacement of
the seats would not be a great loss from a conservation perspective. Retain or replace as
required.

SOURCES

PRO, Laverton, VPRS 408.
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P I C N I C T A B L E S A N D SEATS

Date of Construction Unknown.

HISTORY

Unknown. In January 1944 the council minutes report that 'a substantial wooden table'

was to be tried out in Victory Park.25 In April 1945 it was noted that these had proved
suitable. There are five picnic tables presently in the park, none of which appear to be
original.

DESCRIPTION

The picnic tables and seats are generally located towards the Forest Street end of the park.
These are as follows:

Table A
Thee comprise single units consisting of timber slatted seats and table tops supported on
and connected to circular metal tubing and all set upon a concrete pad.

Table B
These comprise timber plank table tops and scats supported on galvanised steel bases.

Figure 32. Table A.
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Figure 33. Table B.

SIGNIFICANCE

Both styles of picnic tables am of no significance.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Remove and upgrade using a single style. The concrete base to the missing table should be
removed. Rationalise the number and location.

SOURCES

PRO, Laverton, VPRS 408.
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M E M O R I A L P L A Q U E S I N L A W N , G A R D E N B E D S A N D O N PERIMETER
WALL

Date of Construction various

HISTORY

The history of three of the memorial plaques at Victory park have been recorded. In 1926 a
bronze Victory Park Memorial Tablet was laid which had raised letters and was
manufactured by Rennie and Dobbs. In 1957a Memorial plaque for Paul Harris, founder
of Rotary, placed under a tree and in 1925 the RSSILA requested permission to place a
plaque on the gates to Victory Park.

DESCRIPTION

A granite plaque with a polished face inscribed 'In Honour of [Insignia] Sgt. W. Peeler,
V.C.' is located in the garden bed along Mostyn Street near the RSSILA.

An original memorial plaque, which was relocated in 1968, which is inscribed: 'This fence

was erected by Mrs Elizabeth Naylor in memory of her sons Privates Robert W Naylor and
Reginald J W Naylor who made the supreme sacrifice in the Great War' is located on
Forest Street.

SIGNIFICANCE

The plaques are of some significance given the context of Victory Park as a memorial park.

RECOMMENDATIONS

While future memorials could be located in Victory Park, it is preferable to develop a plan
of suitable locations and guidelines as to style and maintenance.
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S T O N E P E B B L E D R I N K I N G FOUNTAIN

Date of Construction 1944?

HISTORY

Unknown. In the council minutes for 1943 a drinking fountain is discussed for Victory
Park and in 1944 a 'bubbling fountain' is ordered. It is unclear as to whether this is the
fountain presently in Victory Park.

DESCRIPTION

This fountain is located along the main winding path, between the CWA and the comfort
station in the south−east section of the Park. It is set off the path on a concrete base.
Square in plan and pyramidal in elevation, the drinking fountain is constructed from river
washed pebbles with a circular rubble rim to the shallow concrete basin. A chromed
bubbler is located to one side of the shallow bowl.

SIGNIFICANCE

The stone pebble drinking fountain is of no significance.

Figure 34. The stone pebble drinking fountain.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

The drinking fountain should preferably be removed and upgraded.

SOURCES

PRO, Laverton, VPRS 408.
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R U B B I S H BINS

Date of Construction

HISTORY

Unknown.

DESCRIPTION

There are 8 rubbish bins in Victory Park, 2 of these being outside the park boundaries on
the pavements. There are 3 types of rubbish bins in the park.

The majority of the bins are perforated steel drums ,painted green, either on a steel post or
hanging from a steel support. There are also standard large plastic wheelie bins whit h are
chained to signposts and a solitary bin outside the front of the RSSILA which is an .

tiled

cone with steel strap sides holding a galvanised metal bin, on a cylindrical steel shaft.

SIGNIFICANCE

The bins are of no significance.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The existing bins should be removed and upgraded. At this time the number should be
considerably reduced, the location of the bins should be rationalised and a single style
installed.

Figure 35. A steel bin.
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P L A Y G R O U N D S A N D EQUIPMENT

Date of Construction 1935 and 1980s

HISTORY

In 1935 the south east corner of the park was allocated for a playground.26 These were
erected as by 1943 the swings were being repaired. In 1961 it was recommended by the
Casllemaine Parks and Gardens Association that a slide be bought for the playground at
Victory Park and that the sandpit be removed or closed and the entire area be sealed with a
suitable material.

DESCRIPTION

There are two types of playground both of which are located at the south corner of the park
and set on an area covered with wood chips and surrounded by treated pine logs.

The older equipment comprises galvanised steel pipe A−frame with no swings and
galvanised steel pipe monkeybars in a cross formation

The newer equipment comprises of a steel spring, timber, steel and fibreglass "Spring
vehicle", a timber framed jungle−gym with large supersize slide, ramp, rope mesh cargo
net, cubby house and ladder.

Figure 36. The 1935 playground.
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Figure 37. The 1980s playground.

SIGNIFICANCE

The playgrounds are of no significance.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The existing playground equipment should be relocated to the outside o f the perimeter path.
It is recognised that a playground provides a needed and practical facility however, it
should be restricted in size to no more than it is at present and preferably should be reduced
as much as feasible.
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S T E E L ARBORS

Date of Construction Unknown.

HISTORY

Unknown.

DESCRIPTION

Located at the intermediate perimeter entries along Mostyn and Barkers Streets, the arbors

are steel cross braced arches which support the climbing plants.

SIGNIFICANCE

The arbors are of no significance.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Retain or remove.

Figure 38. Steel arbors.
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T R E E GUARDS

Date of Construction 1990s

Ills1'ORY

The tree guards am recent but are similar to the guards in place in the early photos of

Market Square.

DESCRIPTION

The tree guards are triangular and are constructed from vertical timber slats evenly spa
around three steel support straps.

SIGNIFICANCE

The tree guards are of no significance.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The treeguards should be retained until the trees have established. They should then be

removed.

Figure 39. A tree guard.
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P E R I M E T E R S T O N E WALLS

Date of Construction 19289

HISTORY

In the Castlemaine minutes for 19 April 1928 the surveyors report reported that the 'cost
for making a rockery along Mostyn and Barker Streets sides of Victory Park with stone
seats at intervals would be about 72'. It was proposed to replace the fences to these streets.

DESCRIPTION

There are a variety of stone walls on the boundary of the Victory gardens. These are as
follows:

The stone wall around the front of the RSSILA Hall at the east comer of Mostyn Street.
This is a smooth faced wall of crazy Castlemaine slate with a capping of smooth rectangular
tiles of the same stone.

The stone wall along Mostyn and Barker Streets is a low crazy Castlemaine slate wall with

no capping. Seats, with timber slats and stone backs, are set within it at intermittent
intervals (See Perimeter wall seats)

The stone wall on the Forest Street face is low lying, constructed of square slate blocks of
approximately similar sizes. It has a capping of flat rectangular tiles in the same stone.

Figure 40. The Mostyn Street and Barker Street wall.
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Figure 41. The Forest Street wall.

SIGNIFICANCE

The walls on Mostyn and Barker Streets are of some significance within the context of
Victory Park by virtue of their age. However, they are individually undistiguished. The
wall on Forest Street is of no significance.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Given the overall low significance of the physical fabric of Victory Park, their replacement
would not be a great loss from a conservation perspective. Retain or replace all walls as
required.
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M E T A L R A I L I N G FENCE

Date of Construction

HISTORY

Unknown.

DESCRIPTION

The wrought iron railing fence is located on the east side o f Victory Park, on Barker Street,
spanning two metres, filling a gap within the hedge.

SIGNIFICANCE

The metal railing fence is of no significance.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Remove and replace with hedging.

Figure 42. The metal railing fence.
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T I M B E R HANDRAILS

Date of Construction Unknown.

HISTORY

Unknown.

DESCRIPTION

The timber post and rail handrails are on either side of the path leading from the park to the
Macafee pergola. They are painted rectangular timber rails bolted to painted rectangular

timber posts. The path that they frame is slate to match the major exits.

SIGNIFICANCE

The timber hand rails are of no significance.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The timber handrails are visually intrusive and should be removed.

Figure 43. Timber handrails. The Macafee Pergola is visible behind.
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S L A T E PAVING

Date of Construction

HISTORY

Unknown.

DESCRIPTION

9

The slate paving is located at the perimeter entries on Mostyn and Barker Streets, at the

same entries as the steel arbors. They are placed in a random pattern and terminate in lawn

at the edge of the planting beds. There is also a slate paved path leading in from thesouth−west

corner which connects with the perimeter gravel path.

SIGNIFICANCE

The slate paving may be a part of the original design of Victory Park and as such is of
primary significance.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Retain and conserve.

Figure 44. Slate paving is visible to the right of the photo.
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G R A V E L PATHS

Date of Construction 1921

HISTORY

The layout of the gravel paths is clearly visible in The Argus souvenir photograph dated
1936 in its present formation.

DESCRIPTION

The gravel path undulates inside the perimeter of the park, cuffing across at their centre and
dividing the lawn into two main sections.

SIGNIFICANCE

The gravel path is of primary significance in Victory Park as it is an integral component oi
the original design of the gardens.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The paths should generally be retained and resurfaced in the same material whenever it is

necessary. If it is necessary to re−align the path slightly to accommodate a new structure
behind the RSSILA then this could be accommodated.
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4 . 0 A N A L Y S I S A N D A S S E S S M E N T O F SIGNIFICANCE

4 . 1 W a r Memorials

World War I had an enormous impact on Australian society. Few families or communities L

a country with such a small population failed to be touched by tragedy. One citizen in every
seven went overseas for active service, 60,000 people died and more than half of those who
returned were wounded. Communities felt the collective devastation o f loss o f life or injury,
particularly since recruiting methods were localised and volunteers from towns or regions
remained together for the duration. None of the dead were shipped home to Australia. A
substitute for visiting graves which were on the other side o f the world therefore had to be
found. There was a need to record names, a need for places to lay wreaths to help people

express and assuage their grief and to entreat remembrance from the living and from posterity.

Civic leaders wanted to provide reassurance in symbol and in word that those deaths had
meaning, that men had died for country and empire, for freedom, for justice, for humanity,

sometimes for God.I

Monuments were developed for people to gather at for dawn services and Anzac Day marches
Communities each chose what seemed to be the appropriate design for memorials. These took

many forms including statues, obelisks, columns, rotundas, crosses, towers, clock towers,
captured artillery, honour rolls, arches, tree plantings, avenues of honour, memorial parks,
memorial halls, memorial gardens, drinking fountains, gates and ornamental fountains.
Memorials proliferated and in the Melbourne area alone exceeded 1,000 in number.

The memorial park and garden concept was similar to the settings provided for cemeteries
foreign soil by the Imperial War Graves Commission. Symbolism was expressed through th,
choice of exclusively exotic plant species which had traditional associations o f melancholy or
which represented the flora of the regions of conflict. Such vegetation included pines, such as
Lone Pine plantings of Pinus brutia at Ballarat Botanical Gardens, Warmambool, Wattle Park
(Burwood), Italian cypress, yew, weeping willows, limes and poppies. Few of the
memorials were contained in cemeteries as it was felt that they required more conspicuous
sites. Locations included busy streets or prominent intersections, public parks or outside
public buildings such as town halls, post offices, railway stations, schools and churches.

4 . 2 V i c t o r y Park

Siting

Victory Park met several of the criteria for a conspicuous site. The park was adjacent to the
main shopping centre and the market area and it was surrounded by busy streets at the
intersection of two important roads.

A W a r Memorial

The dedication of the area adjacent to the new RSL hall, which may be the first of its type
erected after World War I, provided and area for a cenotaph and flagpole and forwreath−laying

ceremonies and Anzac Day memorial services which was enhanced by flower beds. It
also provided a site for the display of captured war trophies and for the installation of
memorials to individual servicemen.
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Design a n d Plantings

The design of Victory Park by W J Williams, curator of the Castlemaine Botanical Gardens,

can be compared with his work in remodelling the southern portion and entry area to the
Gardens. The design is a typical product of the Federation or Edwardian period of 1890 to
1920. Williams appeared to have been influenced by the principles o f the informal landscape
design school as espoused by William Robinson (U.K.), in addition to Guilfoyle and C.
Bogue Luffman in Australia. Asymmetrical layouts were intended to promote a naturalistic
character? Similarities can be seen in both gardens with sweeping curves o f gravel pathways
lined with borders of carefully planted standard roses underplanted with popular annuals. In
both Victory Park and the Botanical Gardens the planting beds are separated from pathways
by strips of lawn. Majestic deciduous trees, principally elms, line the pathways in informal

avenues. The trees and pathways frame expanses o f lawn basically uncluttered by planting
beds, although an isolated bed still exists in the Gardens. It is interesting to note that the site
proposed for the bandstand in Victory Park in 1931 was that 'occupied by a circular bed of
Cannas in the larger lawn near Forest Street'.

While the Gardens contain a large fountain and some rustic arbours over pathways, these
elements appear to have been missing from Victory Park. The small steel arbours with
climbing plants were a later addition to the entrances of Victory Park. The J B Patterson
memorial drinking fountain, which predated the park, provided a strong focus at thenorth−west

corner, which was later emulated in the 1950s by the Macafee Pergola at the south−west

corner.

The part layout is quite informal without a central element or focal point but the various
portions are held together by the encircling gravel pathway. Perimeter planting would have
been influenced in 1920 by the existing Washingtonia palms which provided a strong theme to
the edge of the park. The use of palm species was a planting fashion of the 1920's. Williams
had proposed that the Washingtonia palms should be replaced by Canary Island palms as early

as 1919. The perimeter planting subsequently implemented after removal of the palms is weak
but is reinforced, on the west side at least, by the enclosure provided by continuous hedges.
At the time of its creation, Victory Park was enclosed by a timber picket fence. Italian

cypresses combined with the extensive use of roses provided the symbolism referred to above
and have traditional associations with cemeteries and memorial parks; however these were also

common elements found in garden design of the period.

Use a n d Focus

The original purpose for the park was to provides as memorial garden associated with the
RSSILA hall and cenotaph and to serve as a gathering place for memorial ceremonies. In
1920, playgrounds were not considered to be a suitable activity to be included in the park
however, over time the intent and use of the park has been modified and even as early as
1929 the council had been considering the possible inclusionsof play equipment.

Conclusions

As it did originally when part of the market, the site remains a focal point in the town and a
community gathering place. Subsequently its role changed to that of a memorial park to
honour those who died in the First World War and Victory Park was one of many memorials
erected in almost every town and suburb in Australia. Memorials to servicemen killed in other

wars have since been erected, in addition to memorials to prominent civilians, in appreciation
of their public service to Castlemaine. In parallel, the recreation function of the park has been
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developed with the addition of a bandstand, barbecues and comfort station and the community
aspect has been promoted through the addition of service club structures and picnic facilities.
More recently, the park supports tourism being the venue for biennial festivals and public
events. Today, Victory Park is demonstrative of a number of strands o f local history, as it has
evolved, and is a place of social value in the local context.

4 . 3 App l icab le Assessment Criteria

The following criteria are those used by the Victorian Heritage Council (HCV) and the
Australian Heritage Commission (AHC).

HCV A: Importance in the course, or pattern, o f Victoria's cultural history.

AHC A4: Importance for association with events, developments or cultural phases which
have had a significant role in the human occupation and evolution o f Australia.

The park contains a diverse range of memorials, plaques, war trophies and service club

structures which demonstrate various strands of Australia's history and community culture as
it has evolved in Castlemaine.

HCV G: Strong or special associations with a particular community or cultural group for
social, cultural or spiritual reasons.

AHC C l : Importance as a place highly valued by a community for reasons o f symbolic,
cultural, and social associations.

HCV H: Special association with the life or works o f a person, or group o f persons, of
importance in Victoria's cultural history.

AHC HI: Importance for close associations with individuals whose activities have b1
significant within the history o f Australia.

The site of Victory Park has always been a community focal point in Castlemaine. Since the
creation of the park as a war memorial ,it has continued to be the focus o f a number of
commemorations to individuals within the context of the broader history of Castlemaine.
Victory Park is an important element in the cultural life of Castlemaine, initially being a place
of commerce, and subsequently a place of public recreation and visitation.

4 . 4 Leve l o f Significance

Victory Park is not considered to be individually significant to the people o f Victoria however,
it is of individual significance to the people of Castlemaine. It is not recommended for
inclusion on the Victorian Heritage Register but could be considered for nomination for
inclusion on the Register of the National Estate, which includes places of local significance.

The German field guns and the J B Patterson Memorial Drinking Fountain could be
considered for nomination to both Registers in their own right. The RSL Hall should Im

investigated further before making any recommendation regarding registration.
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4 . 5 S t a t e m e n t o f Significance

Victory Park, bounded by Mostyn, Barker and Forrest Streets and the Castlemaine Market
Reserve, is o f local historical and social significance because o f its association with the
citizens o f Castlemaine. It is demonstrative of a number of strands of the wider history of
Australia and Victoria, as it has evolved in Castlemaine, and is a place of local social value.

The name and theme of the park reflect the strong feeling of collective devastation at the loss
of life or injury felt by communities throughout Australia, following World W a i l where few
families were not affected. Victory Park is typical o f the many monuments which took
varying forms and which were developed by, and for, people to gather at for dawn services
and after Anzac Day marches. The memorial park and garden concept was similar to the
settings provided for cemeteries on foreign soil by the Imperial War Graves Commission.
Since the original concept the memorial aspect of the park has been extended to subsequent

wars.

Even before its creation, the site of Victory Park was a commercial and social focal point in
Castlemaine, being pan the original market reserve and the site of the cattleyards. By the end
of the nineteenth century, the site had also come to be associated with commemoration, being
the place chosen to erect a memorial drinking fountain to 1 B Patterson, one−time member for
Castlemaine and Premier of Victoria. While the catalyst for the creation of Victory Park out of
the market reserve was undoubtedly World War I, the park has also facilitated a convergence
of memorials to ordinary civilians and prominent citizens who have served Castlemaine.
Located in the centre o f the town, it has also remainad a public focal point and meeting place
for special and community events and also casual passive recreation.

Within Victory Park three elements are of individual significance. The two German field guns
are increasingly rare survivors of a once common type of war trophy. The RSSILA Memorial
Hall may be the first club rooms purpose built by the RSSILA after World War l and the J B
Patterson Memorial Drinking Fountain is significant both as a splendid example of a
nineteenth century drinking fountain and a monument erected to a Victorian Premier.
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5 . 0 C O N S E R V A T I O N POLICY

5 . 1 Introduction

The following conservation policy and plan has been developed on the basis o f the evaluation
o f Victory Park, its cultural background and history, and with direct regard to the Statement of
cultural significance. The intention of the plan is to provide direction in the future use, care,
management and conservation of the park and the significant elements associated with it.

The policy should form a starting point for the consideration of any future use or development
o f Victory Park and should be adopted by the Shire o f Mount Alexander It should be subject

to periodic review which should normally occur at not less than five yearly intervals.
However, should the circumstances affecting the park alter in a substantial way, then the
policies should be reviewed at that time.

5 . 2 C o n s e r v a t i o n Policy

The elements identified as being o f s i g n c a n c e should be conserved in accordance with the
strategies set out in this study and the principles o f the Burra Charter.

The history of Victory Par t encompasses a number of strands which have evolved over time.
While its transformation from market cattleyard to park was as a result o f World War I. its
character is now more that of a public park rather than a war memorial These changes began

as early as 1929 when the council considered the addition of a playground. Notwithstanding
substantial changes, the memory of war nevertheless continues as an undercurrent, or theme,
rather than being the primary focus of the park which is now more related to public enjoyment
The park is a dynamic entity and is not frozen in time and change is not inappropriate. The
status o f many of Australia's memorial landscapes has evolved and now includes many
elements in addition to being reminders o f the losses o f war. While the commemorative nature
of Victory Park, and the demonstrative elements related to it, should be retained and
maintained, it is fundamental that it continue to be a place of community and civic focus and
for this to be achieved changes and improvements will necessarily occur. It is therefore
essential that the process of change is managed in accord with the conservation management
plan to ensure that the significance of the park is maintained and enhanced, rather than being
debased as a result.

5 . 3 Repairs a n d Maintenance

All future repairs and maintenance should be carried out within the principles established in the
Burra Charter.

To ensure that this is done correctly, overall responsibility for these works should be placed
under the control of persons with considerable professional expertise and experience in the
conservation, maintenance and repair of historic landscape features.
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5 . 4 N e w W o r k s t o S i g n i f i c a n t L a n d s c a p e Features

Where works are to occur to significant landscape features the approach should be to conserve
the signricant fabric and surrounds.

This approach would reinforce and enhance the cultural significance and character o f these
features and would be compatible with their continued use for purposes associated with a
public p a t The principal aim should be the conservation of all significant features. The
features should be further examined in detail and researched at the time at which works are
undertaken. This would include the reintroduction of missing items and the removal of
intrusive elements.

5 . 5 I n t e r n a l S i t e Development

1. Internal site development should ensure that the heritage significance, character, and amenity
o f Victory Park is not diminished as a result o f inappropriate new work or over−development
o f the landscape.

2. New works should only be undertaken in a manner which ensures that s i g n c a n c e and
character are maintained.

All new works in, or adjacent to, Victory Park should be undertaken with specific reference to
the landscape elements or built fabric within it, so as to maintain its significant elements and to
provide an appropriate setting. Any development should have regard for the conservation
policy as a whole. Specific items which need to be addressed include design, siting, views,
scale, mass and orientation, materials, colours, textures so as to ensure that any new
construction or elements within the landscape are in sympathy with the existing.

Presently the park is cluttered by an array of disparate elements which collectively do not
enhance the heritage value, character or amenity of the park and consequently there is a need
for rationalisation. As much landscape area as possible should be retained and any new
construction should be generally restricted to the present extent but not necessarily the present
location. From a conservation perspective, there is no mason why the comfort station should
remain in its present location nor is them any mason why it should not be relocated. If it is to
be relocated, then the most appropriate location would be to utilise the existing footprint of the
CWA building and outbuildings as this would not unacceptably intrude into the park in terms
o f built−over area. Within this policy it is recognised that a new building may necessarily be

greater in floor area and if this increase is not too great then it would be acceptable

The visual relationship between Market Square and the park will need to take account of the
interface between the two. The principal requirement is that they link harmoniously and that
the activity and traffic of the car park does not intrude upon the comparative tranquillity of the
p a t Similarly the interface between the park and the three surrounding streets should also be
carefully considered in relation to fencing or plantings.
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5 . 6 G e n e r a l Landscape

1. It is recommended that the significant landscape elements be appropriately retained,
maintained or reinstated in away which will enhance the physical appearance and historic and
aesthetic character o f Victory Park

2. Horticultural management strategies established for the park should be dynamic and designed

to extend the existing qualities o f the park to the middle o f the next century. A policy of
sustained amenity should be developed f o r significant vegetation elements.

These policies have been developed to provide a more sympathetic landscape character as well

as conserving significant attributes:

− Retain significant surviving elements.

− Intrusive landscape elements should be removed or modified to reduce their adverse impact

Subject to expert arboricultural and horticultural advice, a programme o f replacement planting
o f significant trees and plants should be implemented for missing, or unhealthy specimens.

− Annual inspections should be made of all trees by an arboriculturalist experienced in working
with historic landscapes. Any wor t required shall be carried out under his direction.

5 . 7 Spec i f i c C o n s e r v a t i o n Po l i c i e s a n d Strategies

Policies relating to specific elements are included here along with general strategies.
Individual recommendations are listed in Chapters 3 and 4 on the data sheets.

5 . 7 . 1 New Elements

All new elements introduced into the park should be p a n o f an overall co−ordinated approach

to their design, placement and number.

There is no requirement to design any new building, structure or element in accorcl with either

a specific historical or modem style, however these may provide design themes which could
be developed specifically for Victory Park and/or Castlemaine. That is, where appropriate,
the character o f existing designs could be used as a basis for producing new designs of high
quality which are specifically designed for the site. The essentials of any design should be
quality and sympathetic response to the context in which they are placed.

5 . 7 . 2 New Structures

New structures should be kept to a minimum.

Given the size o f the park, there should be constraints on the size and number o f structures
within it. Ideally this would include a toilet block and could include a community facility or
kiosk to replace the CWA, and a replacement barbecue shelter. In addition, the bandstand
should be reconstructed or its remnants removed or a small gazebo could be introduced.
Other new structures should be kept to a minimum and only constructed i f essential.
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5 . 7 . 3 The Playground

The playground could be retained in the south−east corner o f the park and could be upgraded

as required.

Notwithstanding the original intention o f the park, the park has evolved and there is nothing
intrinsically incompatible between this and the playground. Importantly if the park is to be
used, particularly by families, then a playground is probably pragmatic and essential and not
necessarily in conflict with the park's significance which includes social as well as historic
value. However, the size of the playground should not increase beyond that which exists,
and benefits would result from consolidating the two areas. The playground to the south of
the bandstand encroaches into the central lawn and may have been a cause of root damage and
resultant stress to the adjacent mature elms. This should be relocated to the south−east on the
other side of the pathway to minimize the risk of further tree damage and excessive wear to the
surrounding lawn. While it should not be visually intrusive or form a visual feature in the
landscape, there is no requirement to have the equipment blending into its surroundings.

5 . 7 . 4 Irrigation and Drainage

Extensions to pipelines and control cables and the like in sensitive areas shall be by
appropriate boring methods, rather than open trenching below the root zones to avoid severing

roots and to minmize stress to mature trees.

The automatic irrigation system should be maintained and upgraded as required.

The existing irrigation system provides reasonable coverage but is deficient in a few small

areas. Any works to ensure more effective coverage must be carried out with caution to
minimize the risk of root damage, and any resultant stress, to mature trees. Where
appropriate, a drip system could be installed: for example, to new hedges.

Tile stormwater drainage system may be upgraded as required.

M y works to improve drainage in low−lying areas should be implemented with caution to
minimize the risk of damage and stress to mature trees. Soil levels may be increased to
improve local surface drainage.

5 . 7 . 5 Paths and Gutters

As far as possible, a uniform treatment o f gutters and paths should be maintained.

The curved original path alignment should be retained as far as possible. While them is scope
for minor re−alignment if required to accommodate new structures or changed entrances, no
major new paths should be introduced. Both the existing gravel surfaces to the major
pathways and the slate paved entries should be retained, with any repair work matching
existing surfaces.

Vehicular traffic, should be restricted to essential maintenance or delivery vehicles. Cycling,
skateboards, inline skates and horses on paths should be prohibited.
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5 . 7 . 6 Fences a n d Gates

The fences should be replaced as appropriate.

The replacement of the 1928 stone walls, given the low significance of the physical fabric of
Victory Park, would not be a great loss from a conservation perspective. The more recent
stone walls are of no significance. Replace or retain all stone walls as required_ The wrought
iron infill fence should be removed and replaced with a hedge to match surrounds. In the
future, all fences should be rationalised and replaced with one style which is o f a scale and

mass which is compatible with the area and the quality of its design should be high.
Consideration should be given to the reinstatement of the original picket fence as seen in
Figures 5 and 6.

5 . 7 . 7 Seats and Picnic Furniture

The number and styles o f seats and picnic furniture should be rationalised. No more than

two styles o f seat and one style o f picnic furniture should be present within the park.

Presently the garden seats are metal framed and slatted while the picnic furniture comprises a
timber seat and table top on a straight or curved metal base. It is recommended that the
furniture be upgraded and restricted in the number of designs which would be similar in style,
although not necessarily materials, to the metal strap seating. It is preferable that Lutyens or
similar timber seating is not used. The picnic tables should be rationalised and be of one
design only.

5 . 7 . 8 Rubbish Bins

The number and style o f bins should be rationalised. Bins should not be located prominently

on open lawns, other than f o r the playground, and should not be visually intrusive along key
paths or in key vistas.

The design of the rubbish bins should be standardised, such as the City o f Melbourne
designs. Ideally they should be set within vegetation so that they are visible but not intrusive
and should be in close proximity to where they would be used; ie. near barbecues, the
playground and near Mostyn Street, so as their number could be reduced.

5 . 7 . 9 Lighting

Unless there is a change in management and usage o f the park, extensive lighting along paths
should not be introduced. Lights should not be installed on lawn areas.

Unless it is proposed to use the park at night, when adequate lighting would be required for
public safety and security, there is no requirement to introduce lighting. If it were introduced
then a style similar to the St Kilda suite of overhead and/or bollard lights would be preferred.
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5 . 7 . 1 0 Signage

A family o f signs should be developed for the park.

Within a basic style and colour, the size and location could vary depending upon their
function: directional, instructive, interpretative. They should be adequately visible for their

purpose but should not be dominating features within the landscape. See also the policy on
Interpretation.

5 . 7 . 1 1 Plaques and Memorials

The installation o f plaques and memorials in the future should be allowed provided that their

type, number, style and location are carefully controlled

The continued nkartment of plaques and memorials in the park is appropriate. In establishing

a detailed policy as regards future management, consideration should be given to their type,
number, style and location. While it is hard to provide a finite number, the number should be
kept as low as possible so that the park does not become a park of monuments and for this

reason should be restricted to the commemoration of significant people or events. Depending

upon the nature o f the commemoration, their style and location should generally aim to be
noticeable but be uninuusive. Where plaques are associated with tree plantings, the botanical

name o f the tree species should be included. See also the policy on Signage.

5 . 7 . 1 2 Interpretation and Education

The park could be interpreted more widely.

Appropriate signage which interprets the history of the park could be erected at key points in
the park − such as near the RSL or Mostyn Street and at features such as the guns The style
and location o f the signs should generally aim to be noticeable but be unintrusive. Interpretive
signage for the park should contain no more than 100 words approximately and suitable
graphics, perhaps illustrating an aspect of its history.

Labels should be provided to major trees.

Information on labels should include the botanical name, common name and place of origin.

5 . 7 . 1 3 Artistic Opportunities

Consideration could be given to the establishment o f a plan for the incorporation o f artworks
into the park.

The is no intrinsic conservation reason why works of art could not be incorporated into the
park provided that there were clear guidelines as to their location, nature, design and quantity.
Functional elements such as gates or some seats could be commissioned works rather than
simple functional manufactured items. In establishing a policy, the location, nature, size, type
and number of works should be considered and the method of commissioning works ie. by
invitation, competition or tender, and the requirements o f the brief should be addressed. It

may be appropriate to link this with the Castkmaine Festival.
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5 . 7 . 1 4 Recreation

Opportunities for recreation in the park should be fully explored and introduced as might be
required and as can be achieved without creating a conflict between passive and active users.

While no organised or formal sporting facilities should be introduced into the park, some
elements for casual or passive recreation could be introduced if required. While on the one
hand them are many people who use the park to relax, there are others who would wish to be

more active, and a balanced approach should be followed in dealing with these potentially
conflicting demands. Other opportunities for passive recreation could be considered such as
quiet ball games (eg. bocce or croquet), chess etc.

5 . 7 . 1 5 Promotions

Promotions should be allowed in the park subject to adequate controls.

Them is no mason why the park should not be used for wedding photography, advertising
promotions, organised activities in marquees and similar activities provided that this activity
does not become dominant at the expense of general recreation and appreciation of the park
and that the condition of the park is not compromised. To ensure that this is managed
effectively, rules need to be formulated governing the use of areas and the prohibition of
confetti and similar materials.

5 . 7 . 1 6 Screening Vegetation

Hedges should be reinstated where appropriate to street frontages to provide shelter and a
sense o f enclosure.

The existing hedge to Barker Street should have additional planting to Fill gaps and the variety
o f species present could be reduced to provide greater uniformity. The privet hedge removed
from the Forest Street frontage should be reinstated. This will improve the safety of the
playground surrounds in the south−east corner.

5 . 7 . 1 7 Boundary Treatments

Reinstate the Washingtonia palms to the north, west and south park boundaries.

The planting of these trees would highlight the park and reinstate some of its original
character. It is recommended that this treatment be continued around the remainder of the
Market Square precinct Photographic evidence showed that the trees were planted to both
Mostyn Street and Barker Street. It is not known whether the palms were also planted along
Forest Street but it is recommended that the treatment be extended along the south side of
Victory Park for continuity of design.

Provide an appropriate treatment to the east boundary which will serve as an interface between
the park and the Market Square development.

Treatments may include either a reinstatement of the original cypress hedge, or a pergola

structure which allows free access between the two areas while providing a definition o f the
limits of the park. New construction should be in sympathy with existing detailing in the
park.
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5 .7 . 1 8 Plant ing Policy

Retain annual display beds.

The colourful displays o f annuals were considered to be a major feature of the park at the
opening ceremony and should be retained. As such plantings are associated with high
maintenance costs, some of the planting areas could be replaced with perennials which would
provide more permanent displays of texture and would not require replanting three times each

year.

Establish renewal programs for replacement of senescent or damaged trees.

The purpose o f this program is to ensure the retention of the historical character of the park.
Commemorative plantings should be included in this program and renkrPment plantings
should be made for trees which have failed. The condition o f all trees should be monitored at
regular intervals, preferably annually, by an expert arboriculturalist. It is recommended that
soil tests be taken in the vicinity of failed trees, or where new trees are proposed to be planted,

to ensure that conditions are suitable. Soil tests should evaluate pH levels, nutrient levels,
salinity levels and identify any possible contaminants which may require removal or
modification It should be noted that the site conditions are not ideal for planting, presumably
with shallow soil over reef, and with a long history of compaction and contamination during
its use as the market site.

New tree plantings should be confined to the edges o f pathways and to garden beds.

Ad hoc planting o f trees should generally be restricted to the edges of paths to fill gaps, or
within garden beds so as to retain the broad expanses of lawn. Planting locations should be
approved by a landscape architect with appropriate experience in heritage conservation. When
selecting new trees preference should be given to species similar to those existing in the park

or to plants commonly used in the 1920s. Soil tests should be taken in the vicinity of new tree
locations to ensure that conditions are suitable.

Renovate shrubberies.

Remove or replace senescent shrubs. When selecting new shrubs preference should be given

to species similar to those existing in the park or to plants commonly used in the 1920s. This
policy should also extend to rose cultivars, if available.

5 . 7 . 1 9 Regulations

Currently the official regulations which apply to Victory Park are part of a broader Council
policy controlling behaviour and activities elsewhere in the municipality, Local Laws
Controlling Behaviour in Municipal Places and the Environment. The bread intention of such
local laws is to prevent behaviour which is dangerous or causes damage and offensive
behaviour, or behaviour which interferes with the quiet enjoyment o f municipal places. This
policy should be maintained overall but within it, the approach to activities should be
discretionary. For example, in Victoria them are many parts where the civilised consumption
of alcohol with food, as at a barbecue or picnic or organised event, is permitted and provided
that it does not negatively impact upon the amenity of others then its prohibition should not
necessarily be unilateral.

In Victory Park there is a sign prohibiting hones, ballgames, golf practice and dogs.
There is no intrinsic reason why dogs per se could not be permitted in the park if kept under
effective control and that any mess is cleaned up by owners. Similarly there is no reason why
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quiet hillgames, such as bocce or croquet, could not be permitted. The consultants were
unable to establish whether or not golf and horses were a current problem however their
banning from the park is supported as they could pose a nuisance to others and there is no
obvious necessity for them to be in the park. It is recommended that the signs be removed if
the problem is not existing.

It is also recommended that cycling. skateboarding and inline skating not be allowed in the
park.
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6 . 0 P R I O R I T I S E D W O R K S A N D COSTINGS

6 . 1 Introduction

The following section provides broad castings for the principal actions recommended as contained in
Chapter 5. Proposals are illustrated graphically in Plan 4: Landscape Master Plan. It should be noted
that the castings are indicative only and may vary depending on the detail decided upon for each
item.

6
.

2 Staf f ing Levels

It has been assumed in most instances that labour costs would be borne by the Park management
through the provision of staff labour. These costs are in addition to the normal Park maintenance

costs. It is recommended that staffing levels for normal maintenance should be retained at the current
level and should not be further reduced : one staff member, three days per week minimum, with one
staff member five days per week when annuals are replanted, three times per annum.

Normal maintenance includes mowing lawns and nature strips, weeding, including spraying o fnon−residual
herbicides (note that care must be taken to prevent damage to major tree root systems),

rubbish removal, cleaning o f barbeque facilities, hedge clipping, pest control, pruning, fertilizing,
mulching, planting of annuals, repairs to playground surfaces, watering, monitoring o f sprinkler

system, repairs to any storm damage or vandalism.

The actions have been ordered into three levels o f priority, High (H), Medium (M) and Low (L).
High priority actions relate to issues of public safety or actions required to conserve historic fabric.
Medium priority actions relate to issues concerning the general aesthetics of the Park. Low priority
actions relate to high capital expenditure items or to long term projects.

6 . 3 W o r k s Priorities

6 . 3 . 1 Playground

Item Priority
code

Qty Costing

Relocate and upgrade as required. H−M it/a Castings not available without
specific proposal.

6 . 3 . 2 New Structures

Item Priority
code

Qty Costing

Bandstand H−M 1 Depends on proposal and
design

Macafee Pergola M Depends on proposal and
design
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Item Priority
code

Qty Costing

Pergola to east boundary (optional) 1 Costs could vary from
$10,000 for a very simple
timber pergola to $30,000 for
a mom elaborate timber
pergola.

6 .3 .3 Irrigation and Drainage

Item Priority
code

Qty Costing

Irrigation system extension L n/a Costing depends on extent
and location with respect to
major tree roots.
$5,000 −$10,000.

Drainage upgrade M n/a Costing depends on extent
and location with respect to
major tree roots.
$2000 −$5,000.

6 .3 .4 Fences and Gates

Item Priority
code

Qty Costing

Conserve, upgrade or replace fences and
gates as recommended.

M−L n/a Costings not available without
specific proposal.
Picket fence as per original
approx. $175 per 1m

6 .3 .5 Paths and Gutters

Item Priority
code

Qty Costing

Maintain existing gravel surface to
pathways

M Item For repairs allow$25−$30/m2

Maintain slate paving M Item For repairs allow$125−$150/m2
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6 . 3 . 6 Seats and Picnic Furniture

Item Priority
code

Qty Costing

Picnic tables M Item Allow $1,500

New seats H−M Item Allow $750−1,500

6 . 3 . 7 Bins

Item Priority
code

Qty Costing

Standard style bins H−M Item Bin 55 litre, Metal, round, to
house galvanised steel liner,
allow $550

or
Bin 120 litre metal (to house
wheelie bin), allow $450.

6 . 3 . 8 Lighting

Item Priority
code

Qty Costing

Extensive lighting along paths should

not be introduced. Lights should not be
installed on lawn areas. Any cable
trenches must be bored under major tree
mot zones.

L item St Kilda Suite
,

allow $1,400
per fixture for pole−mounted
lights (supply only).

6 . 3 . 9 Signage

Item Priority
code

Qty Costing

Develop a family of signs for the
Gardens

M n/a Cost would depend on format
and design.

Tree labels M n/a Cost would depend on format
and design.
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6 . 3 . 1 0 Artis t ic Opportunities

Item Priority
code

Qty Costing

Possibly establish a plan for the
incorporation o f artworks in the
Gardens.

L nta Staff time, artists' fee plus
cost of item depending upon
design

6 . 3 . 1 1 Plaques a n d Memorials

Item Priority
code

Qty Costing

Cast bronze memorial plaques L Item $250

6 . 3 . 1 2 In te rpre ta t ion a n d Education

Item Priority
code

Qty Costing

The Park should be interpreted more
widely,

H−M lila Castings not available
without specific proposal.

Interpretive signs H−M Item Allow $900 each for Ballarat
Botanical Garden type sign
consisting of two painted
timber posts and a painted
metal sign.

6 . 3 . 1 3 Recreation

Item Priority
code

Qty Costing

Explore opportunities for recreation M n/a Staff time

6 . 3 . 1 4 Promotions

Item Priority
code

Qty Costing

Allow controlled promotions etc in Park M n/a Charges to be levelled as
appropriate, say $50 for
wedding photos, or $100 to
erect a marquee
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6 . 3 . 1 6 Screening Vegetation

Item Priority
code

Qty Costing

Privet hedge to Forest Street; plants at
750mm spacing. Gearing of vegetation
by Council staff.

H 90 $81 plant excluding planting

cost (200mm pot) = $720

Infill planting to Barker Street H 10 $8 / plant excluding planting

cost (200mm pot) = $80

6 . 3 . 1 7 Mostyn Street, Barker Street and Forest Street Planting

Item Priority
code

Qty Costing

Removal of existing trees include
grubbing−out roots

M 15 varies from $150 for small

trees to $1000 for large trees

Advanced Washingtonia robusta
(Note that Wcrshingtonia f igera, the
original species, is hard to obtain and
impossible to transplant at a large size; it

must therefore be grown from seed)

M 23 Prices vary from $750 each
for 4.5m high trees (2m tall
trunk) to $500−$600 (1.5m m
tall trunk). Also available as
bagged stock (1.5m) for
$120−$150 each. (Prices are
for supply only).

Delivery costs $50−$100 per tree. M Planting and preparation of
planting holes not included
(Assume by Park staff).

6 . 3 . 1 8 New Plantings

Item Priority
code

Qty Costing

Retain annual berls.

Renovation of shrubberies

M

M

Item

Item

New garden hefis including
cultivation, plants, fertiliser,
mulch and labour $45/m2.

New beds including
cultivation, plants, fertiliser,
mulch and labour $45/m2.

Tree renewal program M Item Staff time to submit program.
Costs depend on extent

Confine new tree planting to edges of
pathways and garden beds.

L n/a Cost depending on species
and size.
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A P P E N D I X A T H E B U R R A CHARTER

The Australia ICOMOS
GUIDELINES F O R T H E CONSERVATION O F PLACES O F CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
Known as
T H E BURRA CHARTER

Preamble

Having regard to the International Charter for the Conservation and Restoration o f Monuments and
Sites (Venice 1966), and the Resolutions of the 5th General Assembly of ICOMOS (Moscow 1978),
the following Charter has been adopted by Australia ICOMOS.

Definitions

ARTICLE 1. For the purposes of this Charter:

1.1 Place means site, area, building or other work, group of buildings or other works togeth.−T with
pertinent contents and surroundings.

1.2 Cultural significance means aesthetic, historic, scientific or social value for past, present or ft. re
generations.

1.3 Fabric means all the physical material of the place.

1.4 Conservation means all the processes of looking after a place so as to retain its cultural
significance. It includes maintenance and may, according to circumstance include preservation,
restoration, reconstruction and adaption and will be commonly a combination of more than one of
these.

1.5 Maintenance means the continuous protective care of the fabric, contents and setting of a place,
and is to be distinguished from repair. Repair involves restoration or reconstruction and it should be
treated accordingly.

1.6 Preservation means maintaining the fabric of a p l a c e in its existing state and retarding
deterioration.

1.7 Restoration means returning the EXISTINGfabric of a place to a known earlier state by removing
accretions or by reassembling existing components without the introduction of new material.

1.8 Reconstruction means returning a place as nearly as possible to a known earlier state c 1 is
distinguished by the introduction of materials (new or old) into the fabric. This is not to be confu., 4
with either re−creation or conjectural reconstruction which are outside the scope of this Charter.

1.9 Adaptation means modifying a place to suit proposed compatible uses.

1.10 Compatible use means a use which involves no change to the cultural significance fabric,
changes which are substantially reversible, or changes which require a minimal impact.

Conservation Principles
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ARTICLE 2
The aim of conservation is to retain or recover the cultural significance of a place and must include
provision for its security, its maintenance and its future.

ARTICLE 3
Conservation is based on a respect for the existing fabric and should involve the least possible
physical intervention. It should not distort the evidence provided by the fabric.

ARTICLE 4
Conservat ion should make use of all the disciplines which can contribute to the study ano
safeguarding of a place. Techniques employed should be traditional but in some circumstances they

may be modem ones for which a firm scientific basis exists and which have been supported by a body
of experience.

ARTICLE 5
Conservation of a place should take into consideration all aspects of its cultural significance without
unwarranted emphasis on any one at the expense of others.

ARTICLE 6
The conservation policy appropriate to a place must first be determined by an understanding o f its
cultural significance and its physical condition.

AR'I'ICLE 7
The conservation policy will determine which uses are compatible.

ARTicLE 8
Conservation requires the maintenance of an appropriate visual setting, eg, form, scale, colour, texture
and materials. No new construction, demolition or modification which would adversely affect the
settings should be allowed. Environmental intrusions which adversely affect appreciation or
enjoyment of the place should be excluded.

ARTICLE 9
A building or work should remain in its historic location. The moving of all or part of a building or
work is unacceptable unless this is the sole means of ensuring its survival.

ARTICLE 10
'the removal of contents which form part of the cultural significance of the place is unacceptable
unless it is the sole means of ensuring their security and preservation. Such contents must be retumed
should changed circumstances make this practicable.

Conservation Processes

Preservation

ARTICLE 11
Preservation is appropriate where the existing state of the fabric itself constitutes evidence of specific
cultural significance, or where insufficient evidence is available to allow other conservation processes
to be carried out.
ARTICLE 12
Preservation is limited to the protection, maintenance and where necessary, the stabilisation of the
existing fabric but without the distortion of its cultural significance.
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Restoration

ARTICLE 13
Restoration is appropriate only if there is sufficient evidence of an earlier state o f the fabric and only if
returning the fabric to that state recovers the cultural significance of the place.

ARTICLE 14
Restoration should reveal anew, culturally significant aspects of the place. It is based on respect for all
the physical, documentary and other evidence and stops at the point where conjecture begins.

ARTICLE 15
Restoration is limited to the reassembling of displaced components or removal o f accret :s in
accordance with Article 16.

ARTICLE 16
The contributions of all periods to the place must be respected. If a place includes the fabric of
different periods, revealing the fabric of one period at the expense of another can only be justified
when what is removed is of slight cultural significance and the fabric which is to be revealed is of
much greater cultural significance.

Reconstruction

ARTICLE 17
Reconstruction is appropriate where a place is incomplete through damage or alteration and where it is

necessary for its survival, or where it recovers the cultural significance o f the place as a whole.

ARTICLE 18
Reconstruction is limited to the completion of a depleted entity and should not constitute the majority
of the fabric of a place.

ARTICLE 19
Reconstruction is limited to the reproduction of fabr ic the atch testedical and/or docurm.. •'ary
evidence. It should be identifiable on close inspection as being new work.

Adaptation

ARTICLE 20
Adaptation is acceptable where the conservation of the place cannot otherwise be achieved, and where
the adaptation does not substantially detract from its cultural significance.

ARTICLE 21
Adaptation must be limited to that which is essential to a use for the place determined in accordance
with Articles 6 and 7.

ARTICLE 22
Fabric of cultural significance unavoidably removed in the process of adaptation must be kept safely

to enable its future reinstatement.

Conservation Practice
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ARTICLE 23
Work on a place must be preceded by professionally prepared studies of the physical, documentary
and other evidence, and the existing fabric recorded before any disturbance of the place.

ARTICLE 24
Study of a place by any disturbance of the fabr ic or by archaeological excavation should L.
undertaken where necessary to provide data essential for decisions on the conservation of the place
and/or to secure evidence about to be lost or made inaccessible through necessary conservation or
other unavoidable action. Investigation of a place for any other reason which requires physical
disturbance and which adds substantially to a scientific body of knowledge may be permitted,
provided that it is consistent with the conservation policy for the place.

ARTICLE 25
A written statement of conservation policy must be professionally prepared setting out the cultural
s i g n c a n c e , physical condition and proposed conservation process together with justification and
supporting evidence, including photographs, drawings and all appropriate samples.

ARTICLE 26
The organisation and individuals responsible for policy decisions must be named and specific
responsibility taken for each such decision.

ARTICLE 27
Appropriate professional direction and supervision must be maintained at all stages of the work and a
log kept of new evidence and additional decisions recorded as in Article 25 above.

ARTICLE 28
The records required by Articles 23, 25, 26 and 27 should be placed in a permanent archive and mad(
publicity available.

ARTICLE 29
The items referred to in Article 10 and Article 22 should be professionally catalogued and protected.

EXPLANATORY NOTES

Article 1 Place includes structures, ruins, archaeological sites and areas.

Article 1.5 The distinctions referred to in Article 1.5, for example in relation to roof gutters, are:
Maintenance − regular inspection and cleaning of eaves spoutings.
Repair involving restoration − returning of dislodged gutters to their place.
Repair involving reconstruction − replacing decayed gutters.

Article 2 Conservation should not be undertaken unless adequate resources are available to ensure that
the fabric is not left in a vulnerable state and that the cultural significance of the place is not impaired
However, it must be emphasised that the best conservation often involves the least work and can t
inexpensive.

Article 3 The traces o f additions, alterations and earlier treatments on the fabric of a place are the best
evidence of its history and uses.
Conservation action should tend to assist rather than to impede their interpretation.

Article 8 New construction work, including infill and additions, may be acceptable provided:
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It does not reduce or obscure the cultural significance of the place.
It is in keeping with Article 8.

Article 9 Some structures were designed to be readily removable or already have a history of previous

moves, eg. prefabricated dwellings and poppetheads. Provided such a structure does not have a strong
association with its present site its removal may be considered.
If any structure is moved it should be moved to an appropriate setting and given an appropriate use.
Such action should not be to the detriment o f any place of cultural significance.

Article 11 Preservation protects fabric without obscuring the evidence of its construction and use. The

process should always be applied:
Where the evidence o f the fabric is of such significance that it must not be altered. This is an unusual

case and likely to be appropriate for archaeological remains of national importance.
Where insufficient investigation has been carried out to permit conservation policy decisions to be
taken in accord with Articles 23 to 25.

New construction may be carried out in association with preservation when its purpose is the physical
protection of the fabric and when it is consistent with Article 8.

Article 12 Stabilisation is a process which helps keep fabric intact and in a fixed positior When
carried out as a part of preservation work it does not introduce new materials into the fabric. Ho. •ver,
when necessary for the survival of the fabric stabilisation may be effected as part of a reconstrut....in

process and new materials introduced. For example, grouting or the insertion of a reinforced rod in

masonry wall.

Article 13 See explanatory Note for Article 2.
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APPENDIX B GARDEN LAYOUT 1921 − 1996
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M O S T Y N S T R E E T FRONTAGE

Date of establishment 1920−21

HISTORY

A layout plan was prepared by the curator of the Castlemaine Botanical Gardens, W J
Williams, and was submitted to Council in July 1920. The park was officially opened and
named on 25 April 1921. Washingtonia palms which existed prior to the park's
establishment were removed from the frontage in 1933. The area was enclosed by an
ornate timber picket fence in 1900 which was removed c.I928 and replaced with a post and
wire fence. The stone walls were constructed after the removal of the picket fence.

DESCRIPTION

A narrow strip of garden beds adjacent to Mostyn Street extending from the splayed

western corner entry from the J B Patterson memorial to the frontage of the RSL hall on the
east. The garden beds are separated from the street by a low stone wall, containing recesses
for seating. The beds have a narrow strip of lawn with a low stone edge at their southern
side. The garden is crossed by three entries from the street, two of which are framed by
steel pergolas covered with Maidenhair creeper (Muehtenbeckia complexa) and with a
square−clipped golden privet plant (Ligustrum ovalifolium 'Aureum') to each side.Slate−paved

paths lead from shallow steps off the footpath and pass under the archways on to the
lawn, but stop short of the perimeter gravel pathway. The third entry is a curved concrete
pathway leading to the RSL hall with a low concrete block wall to the east side. The garden
bed to the west o f this path has a border o f slate on edge.

Fig 45 Mostyn Street Frontage



The main garden beds contain two trees, a liquidambar (Liquidambar styraciflua) near the

corner entry and a golden Lawson cypress (Chamaecyparis lawsoniana `Aurea') in poor
condition to the east end. The north−west corner entry was planted with two Italian

cypresses but these were removed because their roots created problems in the garden beds.
The liquidambar was a replacement (A Kruger, pers. comm.). Current planting consists o f a
border of roses with massed annuals. The war memorial in front of the RSL hall is
contained within an indent of the low concrete block wall and is surrounded on three sides
by a steel railing fence. Rose bushes are planted in the lawn inside the fence with concrete
kerb surrounds. Lawn extends from the stone wall to the building. The memorial plaque

to Sergeant W Peeler V.C. is located in the garden bed west of the concrete path to the RSL.

Photographs of the Mostyn Street frontage, taken before and after removal o f the
Washingtonia palms and fence, indicate that the garden beds were planted with an informal
variety o f low− to medium−sized shrubs, annuals and perennials. There is no evidence of
formal hedges. The steel pergolas and the two trees are more recent additions. The section
in front of the RSL hall was edged with a stone rubble wall and was more extensively
planted with little or no lawn. The current lawn extends from the low street wall up to the
face of the RSL hall. Alan Kruger recalls that this treatment had existed from the early
1950s (pers. comm.).

−Fig 46 Mostyn Street Frontage



SIGNIFICANCE

The layout o f the garden beds and slate pathways is o f contributory significance as it is
believed to be part of the original park design. The presence of colourful flower beds was
an important feature of the park at the opening ceremony in 1921. The current planting,
walls and pergolas are o f no significance.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Remove the liquidambar and the golden Lawson cypress.
Replant the Washingtonia palms.
Remove the section of lawn inside the steel railing fence and the concrete kerbing around
the roses. Plant this area as a garden bed to match the remainder of the frontage.
Remove concrete block walls and capping and replace with natural stone to match the
remainder of the walling.



M O S T Y N S T R E E T PLANTING

Date of establishment 1921

HISTORY

Street planting was originally undertaken in 1864 or 1865. Trees were originally either
elms or planes, but other replacement species may have been used later. The gardener
currently employed at the park recalled that a large American ash was growing to the north
of the RSL Hall. There were up to eight street trees planted to the north side o f Victory
Park as seen in the 1946 aerial photograph. Trees have since been removed because of
damage caused by their roots to footpaths, kerbs and gutters.

DESCRIPTION

The existing street trees are two young specimens of Cypress plane (Platanus orientalis
'Digitata') planted in triangular timber guards.

SIGNIFICANCE

The trees are of no significance.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Cypress planes may he retained or replaced.



B A R K E R S T R E E T FRONTAGE

Date of establishment1920−21

HISTORY

A layout plan was prepared by the curator of the Castlemaine Botanical Gardens, W J
Williams, and was submitted to Council in July 1920. The park was officially opened and
named on 25 April 1921. Washingtonia palms which existed prior to the park's
establishment were removed from the frontage in 1933. The stone wall with seating

recesses dates from c.1928. In 1938 the council proposed to round off the comer o f the
intersection of Barker and Forest Streets. This involved cutting back shrubs to the height of
the fence and relocating a horse trough to a safer position. However it appears that the
work was not carried out at this time as it was still being discussed by council in 1947. The
Macafee pergola was constructed in 1953.

DESCRIPTION

A narrow strip of garden beds adjacent to Barker Street extending between the splayed

comer entries to the park at Mostyn and Forest Streets. The garden beds are separated from
the street by a low stone wall, topped with a clipped hedge of various plant species, and
from the main perimeter path of the park by a strip o f lawn of varying width. Two entries
from the street pass through the garden beds, both o f which are framed by steel pergolas.
Slate pathways commence from shallow steps at these pergola−framed entries and extend to
the perimeter gravel path, although it is likely that the northern path originally extended
only as far as the garden bed width as for the Mostyn Street entry detail. The stone edging
to the gravel path from the north−west corner stops at this first slate path. The northern
pergola is covered with maidenhair creeper (Muehlenbeckia complexa) while the southern
pergola carries a grape vine (Vitus sp.). The southern pergola at the entry in the centre of
the Barker Street frontage is a different design to the other three pergolas and appears to be

an earlier construction.

Garden beds along this frontage, to the north and south ends, contain a mix of shrubs plus
annuals and perennials. Tree planting would have been implemented to this frontage after
removal of the Washingtonia palms. Trees include two poorly−lopped specimens oflemon−scented

gum (Eucalyptus citriodora), a Canary Island palm (Phoenix canariensis ), a
liquidambar (Liquidambar styraciflua ) and several species of small flowering trees or
large shrubs (Prunus cerasifera Pyracantha sp., Lagerstroemia indica

,
Cotoneaster sp.). At the southern corner a bracelet honey−myrtle (Melaleuca annillaris) is
leaning out over the Barker Street footpath. Some of the larger shrubs show considerable

age with multi−stemmed habits and much evidence o f pruning. The Canary Island palm

may have been a companion for the tree originally planted to the west of the RSL hall
between the two Chinese windmill palms.

The Kruger bird bath is immediately south o f the entry from the north−west comer. The

water meter for the park is located in a pit at the rear of the garden bed behind; this is
accessed by four concrete stepping stones.

The hedging along Barker Street is almost continuous although some gaps have occurred in
the centre section. Hedge species include: Euonymus japonica

,
Lonicera fragrantissima,

Berberis thunbergii `Atropurpurea', Pyracantha angustifolia
,

Hebe sp., Cotoneaster sp.,



Ligustrum ovalifolium Aureue.

The southern section of the Barker Street frontage ends with the surrounds to the Macafee
pergola where, prior to 1953, the garden beds originally extended out to the corner.
Timber post and mil fences line both sides of the path through the garden beds to the

corner.

SIGNIFICANCE

The current planting and entry pergolas are o f no significance.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Remove the two lemon−scented gums and the bracelet honey−myrtle.
Retain the hedging to the west and provide infill planting to gaps. Remove the section of
fence behind the seat south of the central entry.
Retain or replace the other trees and large shrubs.
Replant Washingtonia palms to the frontage.



B A R K E R S T R E E T PLANTING

Date of establishment 1864?

HISTORY

Street planting was originally undertaken in 1864 or 1865. A large Eucalyptus specimen
could be seen growing to the south of the Mostyn Street / Barker Street intersection in a
photograph dated around 1905. Trees have since been removed and replaced because of
damage caused by roots to footpaths, kerbs and gutters.

DESCRIPTION

The English elm (Ulmus procera) at the corner of Barker and Mostyn Streets is possibly a
remnant of the earliest street planting. This tree could be identified in several photographs
including those taken around 1900 and 1905 and could be seen to have attained an
advanced size. The large canopy could be seen in the 1936 and 1946 aerial photographs.
In the 1972 aerial photograph the tree had been pruned back and had a reduced, open
canopy. The tree has now recovered to rival the canopy spread of the elms in the southern
lawn. The base is surrounded with granite pitchers on three sides and is considerably
higher than the adjacent street. The bark of the trunk has grown over a curved metal seat
placed around the base. The tree had minor surgery in 1993 prior to the installation of
"fairy lights" (Trevor Lawrence, pers. comm.).

Other planting consists principally of Claret ash (Fraxinus `Raywood') with a single
specimen o f Golden poplar (Populus x serotina `Aurea'). The ash trees are o f varying
sizes as some have been planted, or replaced, more recently. Some of these trees are poor
specimens and are possibly the Desert ash rootstock (Fraxinus angustifolia subsp.
oxycarpa) growing through where damage has ocurred to the Claret ash graft.

Fig 47 Barker Street Planting



SIGNIFICANCE

The English elm is of primary significance.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Retain the English elm and monitor its condition on an annual basis.
Replace poor specimens of Claret ash.



FOREST STREET FRONTAGE

Date of establishment 1920−21

HISTORY

A layout plan was prepared by the curator of the Castlemaine Botanical Gardens, W J
Williams, and was submitted to Council in July 1920. The park was officially opened and
named on 25 April 1921. Washingtonia palms were removed from the frontage in 1933.
A timber and woven wire fence was constructed in 1925 and a privet hedge was planted
behind. The fence had a central gate opening to Forest Street. The fence and hedge was
removed in the 1960s.

DESCRIPTION

The southern portion of the park which extends from Barker Street and the Macafee
pergola in the west to the comfort station in the east. A low granite wall separating the park
from the street possibly dates from 1968 (the date on the Naylor plaque). The surrounds to
the Macafee pergola are an extension of the garden bed on the Barker Street frontage which
includes roses, perennials, annuals and some larger shrubs and trees. Lawn extends from
the edge of the bed to the perimeter gravel pathway. There is a single central entry to the
park which connects with the gravel pathway. To the east of this entry shrubs and trees are
planted in the lawn extending to the comfort station; the shrubs are Grevillea
rosmarinifolia. A children's playground is sited close to the west of the comfort station and

a minor pedestrian access to the park. Considerable wear has occurred to the lawn in the
vicinity of the playground. The comfort station has raised beds with stone walls to all sides;
these are planted with roses. There is no hedge remaining to this frontage.

Trees include two specimens of golden poplar (Populus x serotina `Aureal) close to the
comfort station with a mature Kohuhu (Pittosporum tenuifolium) underneath. An article in
the Casticmaine Mail (29 April 1933) included a proposal for an avenue of golden poplars

to replace the Washingtonias to Forest Street.

The western garden bed contains two ghost maples (Acer negundo'Argenteo−Variegatunc)
with a Norfolk Island hibiscus (Lagunaria patersonii) sandwiched in

between. Two smaller trees are an Irish strawberry (Arbutus unedo) and a Japanese maple
(Acer palmatum). Several golden privet shrubs in this bed are not remnants of the earlier
hedge but were planted by the gardener with cuttings from his own garden (A Kruger, pen.
comm). Other shrubs include laurustinus (Viburnum tinus), a variegated holly (Ilex sp.)
and a Japanese spindle tree (Euonymus japonica).

The tree on the street corner in front of the Macafee pergola is a box elder (Acer negundo),
planted since the construction of the pergola in 1953.

SIGNIFICANCE

The current planting is of no significance.



RECOMMENDATIONS

Provide a golden privet hedge against the southern granite wall as a continuation o f the
Barker Street planting.
Repair lawns adjacent to playgrounds.



F O R E S T S T R E E T PLANTING

Date of establishment 1865?

HISTORY

Street planting details are unknown. Council minutes recorded a discussion in 1943 re
planting additional Golden Poplars in streets surrounding the market block, including
Forest Street.

Fig 48 Forest Street Planting



DESCRIPTION

Planting to the north side of Forest Street consists of two large Claret ash trees (Fraxinus
t a y w o o d ' ) together with four purple−leaved flowering plums (Prunus x blireiana).

The plums are in good health but are small trees which relate poorly to the scale o f the
street.

Fig 49 Forest Street Planting

SIGNIFICANCE

The planting has no significance.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Replace the flowering plums with Claret ash.



EAST BOUNDARY

Date of establishment 1920−21

HISTORY

A layout plan was prepared by the curator of the Castlemaine Botanical Gardens, W J
Williams, and was submitted to Council in July 1920. The park was officially opened and
named on 25 April 1921. A Monterey cypress hedge was planted to this boundary in 1920
and was removed in the 1950s or 1960s. Four Italian cypresses were originally growing in
this area but only two remain; a large stump at the rear of the RSL sheds marks the location
of one while the other was near the playground to the south. An 1854 penny was found
while excavating the stump of the latter tree (A Kruger, pers. comm.). Two young
Lombardy poplars could be seen in this location in postcard views taken after 1933.

DESCRIPTION

The eastern portion of the park extending from the comfort station on Forest Street to the
CWA building and the sheds to the rear of the RSL Hall. A low granite wall separates the
park from the adjacent car park. A garden bed with a post and wire frame for climbing

roses extends along the frontage. The bed is edged with stone on the west side. A
pedestrian opening and a pair of low steel gates providing access for maintenance vehicles
is located near the centre and connects with the perimeter gravel path. The garden bed
includes roses and perennials including Agapanthus (Agapanthus praecox
subsp.orientalis).

Two Italian cypresses (Cupressus sempervirens) are located in the lawn immediately to the

west of the garden bed. The northern tree is in good health but the southern tree is showing

poor vigour. The lawn behind the latter tree contains a picnic table, rubbish bin and a
barbeque shelter. The ground around the picnic table is poorly drained.

Fig 50 East Boundary



SIGNIFICANCE

The remnant planting is of no significance.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Italian cypresses may be removed or replaced.
Improve drainage by raising soil levels around the picnic table.



SIGNIFICANCE

The remnant planting is of no significance.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Italian cypresses may be removed or replaced.
Improve drainage by raising soil levels around the picnic table.

Fig 51 East Boundary



N O R T H E R N LAWN

Date of establishment 1920−21

HISTORY

A layout plan was prepared by the curator of the Castlemaine Botanical Gardens, W J
Williams, and was submitted to Council in July 1920. The park was officially opened and
named on 25 April 1921.

DESCRIPTION

A level grassed area contained within a curvilinear gravel path. A garden bed on the east
side opposite the RSL hall forms the focal point of this lawn. The bed contains two Chinese
windmill palms (Trachycarpus fortunei) and is closely planted with highly coloured
flowering annuals and a line o f rose bushes to the east side. The northern Chinese windmill
palm has died recently. The garden bed is edged with stone against the gravel path to the

east. A line of granite stones extends to the south from the garden bed for a short distance
along the gravel path. Immediately west o f the bed is a large specimen of Indian bean tree
(Catalpa bignonioides). This tree is a replacement for the Canary Island palm seen in the
1930's Valentine Series postcard view and removed in the 1950s or 1960s. There are eight
other trees planted around the perimeter of this lawn with the majority growing beside the
pathway which divides the central area of the park. Five mature trees include three
specimens of linden (Tilia cordata), a golden ash (Fraxinus excelsior `Aurea') and an
Indian bean tree. The lindens and the golden ash appear to be the oldest plantings in this
lawn. A young Indian bean tree was planted in 1991 as infill between two lindens; this tree
replaced a large pinoak (Quercus palustris) which had died (A Kruger, pets. comm.). The
remaining trees are a young Douglas fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii), to the southern side of
the north−west entry, and a 1995 planting o f English oak (Quercus robur).

Fig 52 Northern Lawn



The 1946 aerial photograph showed that two additional trees were located to the south−west
and south−east margins of the lawn and that a tree also existed in the north−west corner, but

on the opposite side of the path to where the Douglas fir is now growing. No trees of any
size could be seen in this area in the 1936 Argus photograph. It appears that tree planting

to the north side o f the lawn has always been limited, possibly due to overshadowing from
the Washingtonias for the first 12 years. The trees appears to have been planted later than
those in the southern lawn.

With the exception of the Chinese windmill palms and the Douglas fir, all trees in this lawn

are deciduous. The trees against the southern side of the lawn form a strong element as
remnants of an avenue. The grouping of the large Indian bean tree and the Chinese
windmill palms to the east of the lawn is of interest but the remaining planting lacks any
sense o f purpose.

The northern lawn contains five garden seats, four rubbish bins (a reflection o f the level of

use of the area), the wishing well and the flagpole adjacent to the RSL hall. Ten concrete
stepping stones in two parallel lines lead diagonally into the lawn from the north−west

corner. The lawn is irrigated with pop−up sprinklers although the coverage o f water to the
south of the eastern garden bed is limited.

Fig 53 Northern Lawn

SIGNIFICANCE

This lawn is of local significance for its association with World War I memorial services and

as a venue for civic ceremonies and celebrations.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Replace the dead Chinese windmill palm with another of the same species.
Retain the trees to the north of the central path and the Indian bean tree. Avoid root
disturbance near trees with any form of trenching. Any new services or replacements must
be bored below root zones.
Remove the diagonal lines of concrete stepping stones from the north−west corner and



reinstate the lawn.
Maintain the central lawn as an open space free of planting or furniture.



S O U T H E R N LAWN

Date of establishment1920−21

HISTORY

A layout plan was prepared by the curator o f the Castlemaine Botanical Gardens, W J
Williams, and was submitted to Council in July 1920. The park was officially opened and
named on 25 April 1921.

DESCRIPTION

A level grassed area contained within a curvilinear gravel path. The lawn is surrounded by

mature trees except for a gap against the central path which divides this area from the
northern lawn. The largest trees are three English elms (Litmus procera), two Dutch elms
((Emus x hollandica), an English oak (Quercus robur) and a London plane (Platanus x
acerifolia). The trunk diameter o f the elms is only slightly less than that of the elm on the

corner of Mostyn and Barker Streets, which is known to have been planted before the
establishment of the park. These trees can be assumed to be among the earliest plantings in
Victory Park and may even have been replanted from elsewhere. The large Deodar cedar

to the east could be seen as a young tree in the 1946 aerial photograph and was probably a
later planting. Other trees also appear to be later plantings and i n c . * q blue Atlas cedar
(Cedrus atlantica `Glauca'), a Douglas fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii) and a golden ash
(Fraxinus excelsior `Aurea'). The ash may have been planted at.the same time as the trees

on the Northern Lawn.

Fig 54 Southern Lawn



The area contains a concrete bandstand rostrum offset to the south which has small pockets
of soil for planting in a rockery around the base. The lawn is cluttered with two garden
seats, three picnic tables plus the concrete base of a fourth, three rubbish bins, a drinking
fountain and a children's play area with play equipment. The lawn is irrigated with pop−up
sprinklers. The grass between the playground and the southern pathway is badly worn.

The mature trees with their wide, spreading canopies create a special character and sense of
enclosure to this lawn. Unfortunately many of the trees, particularly the elms which are
predominantly surface−rooted, are showing signs of stress with epicormic growth along
major branches. This is possibly due to root disturbance through trenching for irrigation
lines. The Deodar cedar also appears to be stressed and is not growing vigorously. Several
of its lower branches to the east side have been removed. The adjacent Douglas fir has lost
its main leading shoot.

Fig 55 Southern Lawn

SIGNIFICANCE

The large deciduous trees are of primary significance as they appear to be among the
earliest plantings in Victory Park.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Retain the large deciduous trees and the Deodar cedar. Avoid further root disturbance near
trees with any form of trenching. Any•new services or replacements must be bored below

root zones.
Retain or replace the smaller trees which are failing to thrive or which are overcrowded by
neighbouring trees.
Remove the concrete picnic table base and reinstate with lawn.
Relocate the playground outside the southern pathway and reinstate the lawn area.
Maintain the central lawn as an open space free of planting or furniture.
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